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Introduction: 
 
The Mid-Year Freshman Survey is designed to assess the freshman students’ opinion about their experience 
from their first day at AUC until the day of the survey administration (October 1st, 2013) 
The survey was developed by the Office of Data Analytics and Institutional Research (DAIR) in cooperation 
with the Core Curriculum Office.  The survey was distributed to the students on the 4th day of the FYE program 
in October 1st, 2013. Eight hundred and seventy students (870) participated in the FYE program and 792 
students completed and returned the survey (91%). 
 
Methodology and Organization of the Report: 

It should be noted, as a technical comment, that we removed missing responses from the analysis section and 
analyzed the entire survey without missing data. We trust removing missing data will paint a clear picture of the 
FYE student’s opinions who participated in the mid semester day. 
 
This report is divided into five sections. In the first section, demographic information is presented. In the second 
section, students’ experience with AUC’s services and facilities is presented in a frequency table. In the third 
section students’ evaluation of their academic experience is presented. In the fourth section, students’ levels of 
agreement with several general statements about their life at AUC are presented. In this third section, the survey 
responses values are collapsed into the four categories of “Combined Agree” (Strongly Agree and Agree); 
“Combined Disagree” (Strongly Disagree and Disagree); “Neutral” and “NA” (not applicable). In the fifth 
section, student’s spending hours studying outside the class room is presented. In the fifth section, open ended 
question is presented. 
 
Survey Results: 
 
Demographic information: 
 

Gender Frequency Percent 

Male 318 40.2% 

Female 474 59.8% 

Total 792 100% 
 
 

 

40.2% 

59.8% 

Male Female 
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Section # Frequency Percent 
1 17 2.1% 
2 14 1.8% 
3 14 1.8% 
4 15 1.9% 
5 13 1.6% 
6 14 1.8% 
7 15 1.9% 
8 12 1.5% 
9 15 1.9% 
10 15 1.9% 
11 14 1.8% 
12 12 1.5% 
13 12 1.5% 
14 11 1.4% 
15 15 1.9% 
16 11 1.4% 
17 11 1.4% 
18 14 1.8% 
19 11 1.4% 
20 11 1.4% 
21 10 1.3% 
22 14 1.8% 
23 14 1.8% 
24 13 1.6% 
25 17 2.1% 
26 12 1.5% 
27 15 1.9% 
28 13 1.6% 
29 12 1.5% 
30 14 1.8% 
31 11 1.4% 
32 13 1.6% 
33 14 1.8% 
34 16 2.0% 
35 13 1.6% 
36 14 1.8% 
37 16 2.0% 
38 15 1.9% 
39 17 2.1% 
40 19 2.4% 
41 14 1.8% 
42 12 1.5% 
43 11 1.4% 
44 14 1.8% 
45 12 1.5% 
46 13 1.6% 
47 13 1.6% 
48 11 1.4% 
49 13 1.6% 
50 16 2.0% 
51 11 1.4% 
52 11 1.4% 
53 15 1.9% 
54 14 1.8% 
55 13 1.6% 
56 10 1.3% 
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Section # Frequency Percent 
57 12 1.5% 
58 15 1.9% 
59 5 0.6% 
60 9 1.1% 
Total 792 100% 

 
Students’ experience with AUCs’ services & Facilities: 
  

  Yes No NA Total Missing 

Participate in the first-year experience program 
762 21 1 784 8 

97.2% 2.7% 0.1% 100% 1.0% 

Declare a major 
205 577 9 791 1 

25.9% 72.9% 1.1% 100% 0.1% 

Use the library facilities 
717 70 1 788 4 

91.0% 8.9% 0.1% 100% 0.5% 

Use the writing center 
93 687 8 788 4 

11.8% 87.2% 1.0% 100% 0.5% 

Use Turnitin.com 
567 209 9 785 7 

72.2% 26.6% 1.1% 100% 0.9% 

Learn about the core curriculum requirements 
642 130 17 789 3 

81.4% 16.5% 2.2% 100% 0.4% 

Access the student portal 
599 174 12 785 7 

76.3% 22.2% 1.5% 100% 0.9% 

Access and use the blackboard 
764 26 1 791 1 

96.6% 3.3% 0.1% 100% 0.1% 

Access and use the web for students 
372 380 32 784 8 

47.4% 48.5% 4.1% 100% 1.0% 

Join any extracurricular activity 
450 327 10 787 5 

57.2% 41.6% 1.3% 100% 0.6% 

Attend a cultural event 
71 693 21 785 7 

9.0% 88.3% 2.7% 100% 0.9% 

Read AUC announcements in your email account 
728 55 8 791 1 

92.0% 7.0% 1.0% 100% 0.1% 

Follow AUC's standards for academic integrity 
739 32 12 783 9 

94.4% 4.1% 1.5% 100% 1.1% 

Make new friends 
775 11 -  787 5 

98.6% 1.4% 0.0% 100% 0.6% 

Visit the Career Advising and Placement Services (CAPS) 
226 541 20 787 5 

28.7% 68.7% 2.5% 100% 0.6% 

Feel the need to seek support for psychological difficulties? (i.e.. 
problems with your friends, family, emotions?) 

43 723 21 787 5 

5.5% 91.9% 2.7% 100% 0.6% 
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Students’ academic experience Evaluation: 
 

  Very 
Easy Easy Difficult Very 

Difficult NA Total Missing 

Manage your time effectively 
72 422 259 36 2 791 1 

9.1% 53.4% 32.7% 4.6% 0.3% 100% 0.1% 

Understand what is expected academically 
129 539 109 6 5 788 4 

16.4% 68.4% 13.8% 0.8% 0.6% 100% 0.5% 

Develop effective study skills 
76 498 190 7 18 789 3 

9.6% 63.1% 24.1% 0.9% 2.3% 100% 0.4% 

Establish meaningful connections with faculty 
77 470 177 16 42 782 10 

9.8% 60.1% 22.6% 2.0% 5.4% 100% 1.3% 

Find out where to go for academic advising 
274 394 87 14 17 786 6 

34.9% 50.1% 11.1% 1.8% 2.2% 100% 0.8% 

Find out where to go for student services 
149 408 168 22 37 784 8 

19.0% 52.0% 21.4% 2.8% 4.7% 100% 1.0% 

Use your AUC e-mail 
588 188 9 2 2 789 3 

74.5% 23.8% 1.1% 0.3% 0.3% 100% 0.4% 

Access Blackboard 
546 222 15 1 7 791 1 

69.0% 28.1% 1.9% 0.1% 0.9% 100% 0.1% 
 

97.2% 

25.9% 

91.0% 

11.8% 

72.2% 

81.4% 

76.3% 

96.6% 

47.4% 

57.2% 

9.0% 

92.0% 

94.4% 

98.6% 

28.7% 

5.5% 

2.7% 

72.9% 

8.9% 

87.2% 

26.6% 

16.5% 

22.2% 

3.3% 

48.5% 

41.6% 

88.3% 

7.0% 

4.1% 

1.4% 

68.7% 

91.9% 

0.1% 

1.1% 

0.1% 

1.0% 

1.1% 

2.2% 

1.5% 

0.1% 

4.1% 

1.3% 

2.7% 

1.0% 

1.5% 

2.5% 

2.7% 

Participate in the first-year experience program 

Declare a major 

Use the library facilities 

Use the writing center 

Use Turnitin.com 

Learn about the core curriculum requirements 

Access the student portal 

Access and use the blackboard 

Access and use the web for students 

Join any extracurricular activity 

Attend a cultural event 

Read AUC announcements in your email account 

Follow AUC's standards for academic integrity 

Make new friends 

Visit the Career Advising and Placement Services (CAPS) 

Feel the need to seek support for psychological difficulties? (i.e.. 
problems with your friends, family, emotions?) 

Yes No NA 
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Students’ level of agreement with general statements: 
 

  Combined 
Agree 

Combined 
Disagree Neutral NA Total Missing 

The mid semester FYE 4th day is helpful. 
246 237 287 12 782 10 

31.5% 30.3% 36.7% 1.5% 100% 1.3% 

The workshop conducted by the Registrar is useful. 
197 43 309 213 762 30 

25.9% 5.6% 40.6% 28.0% 100% 3.8% 
The workshop conducted by the Freshmen Advisers is 
helpful. 

295 53 243 174 765 27 
38.6% 6.9% 31.8% 22.7% 100% 3.4% 

The workshop conducted by the Career Advising and 
Placement Services (CAPS) is helpful. 

207 31 261 247 746 46 
27.7% 4.2% 35.0% 33.1% 100% 5.8% 

Transition from school life to the university went smoothly. 
467 105 204 6 782 10 

59.7% 13.4% 26.1% 0.8% 100% 1.3% 
I have a positive experience at AUC since the beginning of 
classes. 

523 39 217 2 781 11 
67.0% 5.0% 27.8% 0.3% 100% 1.4% 

I was able to achieve a social life and academic balance. 
534 45 203 4 786 6 

67.9% 5.7% 25.8% 0.5% 100% 0.8% 

I was able to develop my time management skills. 
409 110 262 8 789 3 

51.8% 13.9% 33.2% 1.0% 100% 0.4% 

I was able to register for the courses I wanted. 
450 90 199 46 785 7 

57.3% 11.5% 25.4% 5.9% 100% 0.9% 

Faculty members were available during the office hours. 
480 20 195 87 782 10 

61.4% 2.6% 24.9% 11.1% 100% 1.3% 
Faculty members were available for consultation outside of 
class. 

423 35 240 84 782 10 
54.1% 4.5% 30.7% 10.7% 100% 1.3% 

Classroom facilities were adequate for the needs of my 584 30 162 10 786 6 

9.1% 

16.4% 

9.6% 

9.8% 

34.9% 

19.0% 

74.5% 

69.0% 

53.4% 

68.4% 

63.1% 

60.1% 

50.1% 

52.0% 

23.8% 

28.1% 

32.7% 

13.8% 

24.1% 

22.6% 

11.1% 

21.4% 

1.1% 

1.9% 

4.6% 

0.8% 

0.9% 

2.0% 

1.8% 

2.8% 

0.3% 

0.1% 

0.3% 

0.6% 

2.3% 

5.4% 

2.2% 

4.7% 

0.3% 

0.9% 

Manage your time effectively 

Understand what is expected academically 

Develop effective study skills 

Establish meaningful connections with faculty 

Find out where to go for academic advising 

Find out where to go for student services 

Use your AUC e-mail 

Access Blackboard 

Very Easy Easy Difficult Very Difficult NA 
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  Combined 
Agree 

Combined 
Disagree Neutral NA Total Missing 

courses. 74.3% 3.8% 20.6% 1.3% 100% 0.8% 

Library facilities were adequate for my needs. 
676 6 91 16 789 3 

85.7% 0.8% 11.5% 2.0% 100% 0.4% 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

31.5% 

25.9% 

38.6% 

27.7% 

59.7% 

67.0% 

67.9% 

51.8% 

57.3% 

61.4% 

54.1% 

74.3% 

85.7% 

30.3% 

5.6% 

6.9% 

4.2% 

13.4% 

5.0% 

5.7% 

13.9% 

11.5% 

2.6% 

4.5% 

3.8% 

0.8% 

36.7% 

40.6% 

31.8% 

35.0% 

26.1% 

27.8% 

25.8% 

33.2% 

25.4% 

24.9% 

30.7% 

20.6% 

11.5% 

1.5% 

28.0% 

22.7% 

33.1% 

0.8% 

0.3% 

0.5% 

1.0% 

5.9% 

11.1% 

10.7% 

1.3% 

2.0% 

The mid semester FYE 4th day is helpful. 

The workshop conducted by the Registrar is useful. 

The workshop conducted by the Freshmen Advisers is helpful. 

The workshop conducted by the Career Advising and Placement 
Services (CAPS) is helpful. 

Transition from school life to the university went smoothly. 

I have a positive experience at AUC since the beginning of classes 

I was able to achieve a social life and  academic balance. 

I was able to develop my time management skill. 

I was able to register for the courses I wanted. 

Faculty members were available during the office hours. 

Faculty members were available for consultation outside of class. 

Classroom facilities were adequate for the needs of my courses. 

Library facilities were adequate for my needs. 

Combined Agree Combined Disagree Neutral NA 
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Student’s spending hours studying outside the class room: 
 

In a typical week, how many hours do you spend 
studying outside the classroom? Frequency Percent 

1-5 284 36.6% 

6–10 285 36.8% 

11–20 165 21.3% 

21–30 34 4.4% 

30+ 7 0.9% 

Total 775 100% 

Missing 17 2.1% 

Grand Total 792  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

36.6% 36.8% 

21.3% 

4.4% 0.9% 

1-5 6–10 11–20 21–30 30+ 

Percentage of how many hours students spend studying outside the class room 
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Summary:  

The remaining first year students in the mid semester survey provided generally positive comments about their 
experience during the first 2 months. Positive comments often referred to the beneficial, excitement to be at 
AUC, making friends, and learning new skills and managing/organizing their times.  Good social interactions 
by joining clubs and making new friends. Most of the students had smooth transition from high school to 
university and easy adaptation. Negative comments, frequently raised on the overload courses 

Note: (*) Number of Repetition  

♠ Dominant theme: Beneficial, Wonderful, Interesting, Useful, Overwhelming, Great and positive 
experience: 
 

-‐ I really like my experience at AUC so far, it is interesting and many more things like: fun an cool. 
-‐ I enjoyed being an AUCian so far. I hope to continue like this our peer leader was amazing, He made me 

love the uni. 
-‐ I think it is really moving forward to my goal and motive in life through the high quality of academic 

standard along with the efficient various activities. 
-‐ Very interesting. I am really enjoying my time here. Thank you. FYE! 
-‐ It was very beneficial because of my peer leader Mena. 
-‐ Amazing! AUC is the best and Mena helped me a lot, so Thank you Mena. 
-‐ Everyone is friendly. 
-‐ Very flexible system and kind of easy (2*). 
-‐ Good, exciting and interesting (9). 
-‐ I’m at my first year, expected a good year. I enjoyed it all over. 
-‐ Amazing but overwhelming. 
-‐ It was very good experience until now and I hope to finish my studies at AUC. 
-‐ It’s very good and helpful (4). 
-‐ Overall positive and requires hard work. 
-‐ Brilliant (2). 
-‐ I enjoyed it (5). 
-‐ It was very beneficial, fun and interesting (4). 
-‐ Interesting and different to what I was expecting. 
-‐ Very exciting and I really like the university already. 
-‐ It is a very good and useful experience (4). 
-‐ A great experience and will stay this way hopefully (3). 
-‐ Cool experience. 
-‐ It was a great experience; the doctors are extremely helpful and kind. 
-‐ Lifetime experience (2). 
-‐ Useful experience (3). 
-‐ A very good and exciting experience and I am really enjoying my time here (2). 
-‐ I still want to experience many things. 
-‐ Positive experience (8). 
-‐ It’s a life changing experience that has opened my eyes to a new perspective of life. 
-‐ It is a new interesting experience. It has assisted me to widen my scope of knowledge. AUC is a new 

life. 
-‐ Choosing my courses made me realize how mature I am supposed to act. It is a great experience and I 

am looking forward to the next 7-9 semesters. 
-‐ I believe that my experience at AUC for this week was very helpful experience, which will make me 
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ready to spend more and more time at the university. 
-‐ I had a really good experience so far (3). 
-‐ The experience I went through made me realize how much I’ve underestimated myself: I’m independent 

and did everything myself without an adult helping me. It was scary, shocking but definitely worth it. 
I’m proud of myself. 

-‐ I’ve a good experience so far. The university is beautiful and the people are nice and outgoing. 
-‐ It’s an amazing experience. Thanks to FYE program and members. 
-‐ It’s an extremely new experience of studying as well as playing, so I need to benefit from that and lead a 

new life with a new career. 
-‐ My experience at AUC is very interesting until now by trying to balance between academics and social 

life. 
-‐ A very new and interesting experience (3). 
-‐ My experience at AUC has been relatively pleasant (8). 
-‐ A great experience, hopefully it is gonna get better and better. 
-‐ It was lovely (2). 
-‐ I think that AUC is a good university where everything is organized. 
-‐ Interesting, allowing a higher level of freedom. 
-‐ Until now my experience at AUC is really good. 
-‐ It is a good experience, I have learned a lot, but my expectations were higher than what I have seen. 
-‐ It was extremely great and full of challenges. 
-‐ Overall, it was great. Doctors are really helpful. 
-‐ It was really fun, a bit tiring because of the assignments but the overall experience was just perfect. 
-‐ It was fund and useful. Courses are very interesting, faculty as well. 
-‐ Mina is very good at FYE because he helped us a lot to introduce to AUC (2). 
-‐ The experience is fine but I think that later it will be more exciting and fun when I get more oriented 

with the university’s life. 
-‐ It’s wonderful experience, helped e a lot and changed my way of thinking significantly. 
-‐ It was great and helpful experience. 
-‐ It’s good so far and it’ll get better I guess. 
-‐ It’s really beneficial academically and useful for building characters. 
-‐ It’s been great so far, looking forward for the upcoming weeks. 
-‐ It is worth to be a member of the AUC community, because I learned lots of new stuff. 
-‐ It was a helpful experience by the FYE. I learned more about the curriculum, the campus and the 

system. 
-‐ Amazing last day. Learned a lot. First 3 days went good too. 
-‐ It was a pleasurable one. I am looking forward for a successful years and beneficial skills. 
-‐ It’s been a very positive experience up till now (2). 
-‐ I enjoyed my experience at AUC. I found it helpful so far. 
-‐ It’s an overall good experience, very beneficial and new. 
-‐ I think it is a good one helpful and develop personality. 
-‐ It gets more interesting day by day. 
-‐ I am doing fine. 
-‐ It has been very positive up till now. My professor has been very helpful and understanding. 
-‐ Somewhat expected, yet unpredictable for the years to come. 
-‐ Good no major problems. 
-‐ Eye opening. 
-‐ Everything is fine so far. I wish I didn’t have to take so many core courses. 
-‐ Fun, yet hard. 
-‐ Satisfactory (2). 
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-‐ It is an overwhelming experience. 
-‐ It’s an ok experience, going good so far. 
-‐ New surprising. 
-‐ I would describe it by being good and interesting activity and experience. 
-‐ Excellent. 
-‐ It was tiring but fun. I was introduced to a new life which IU think I will really enjoy. 
-‐ My experience in the AUC till now is quite good. 
-‐ I find it easy to communicate with teachers and students. All services are easily available. 
-‐ I find it very interesting and amusing. 
-‐ New, outstanding experience. 
-‐ So far it’s been great and quite flexible. 
-‐ I enjoyed my time and I think it is a very good and enjoyable experience. 
-‐ So far it is a positive experience as I am able to communicate easily with others and receive help from 

others if needed. I find everything I need on campus and I find the library a very comforting place to 
study. 

-‐ Exciting and academic. 
-‐ I am really enjoying my experience at AUC. It’s really a great experience so far. 
-‐ It’s an awesome experience filled with new life and tests. A great pleasure to choose as a second home. 
-‐ Proud to be an AUCian. 
-‐ Ashur in FYE is the best. 
-‐ My peer leader is delightful. 
-‐ Great experience it offers a resourceful college life, can’t wait to that yet to come. 
-‐ Pretty fun, a lot of new experiences. Still not used to university system, but overall a wonderful time. 
-‐ My experience so far at AUC was so good. The doctors were so helpful and so were the old AUC 

students. 
-‐ Exciting since I really enjoyed the social life in AUC, but the social life is really engaging. I had trouble 

balancing it with my academic life. 
-‐ Even though it was not my first choice university, I am pleased surprised and I am enjoying myself. 
-‐ It’s a new experience and I’m learning a lot from it. It’s fun and overwhelming at times because it’s 

something so new to me, but all in all it’s a good experience. 
-‐ A positive experience that balances between academic and social lives. Helpful and informative for the 

amount of time spent here. 
-‐ I am so proud to be in AUC and I had a lot of fun. Thank you 
-‐ It’s a new experience full of change and surprises.  
-‐ I am really enjoying my experience at the AUC so far. The campus is nice and has a lot of facilities. The 

courses are interesting.  
-‐ It was awesome!  
-‐ It has been good so far. I’m getting really good grades and somewhat always have time for social clubs. 
-‐ Interesting, new experience at dealing with diverse cultures. Educational, I learnt new study skills. 
-‐ My experience at AUC is good so far. My teachers are good and well educated.  
-‐ I can’t really judge, but so far it has been a very positive experience, people are really nice which 

actually surprised me and I really like the level of education. The only thing that I hate is that any 
assignment/midterm affects your grades. 

-‐ I describe my experience at AUC as a positive experience; however I faced some problems in the 
registration as many advisors dropped a course that I registered for without my approval. Furthermore, I 
believe that two days for the FYE experience would have been sufficient. 

-‐ My experience was positive in AUC and the transition from high school to university was pretty smooth 
and I didn’t encounter any difficulties. 
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-‐ My experience at AUC was very positive. I learned a lot about the university in less than a month. I also 
joined a lot of clubs which improved my social life. 

-‐ My experience was so far a pretty positive one. The courses I am taking are relatively interesting and I 
have met so many new people. The extracurricular activities are extremely fun and I’ve joined a couple 
of very interesting clubs. 

-‐ My experience at AUC is great so far as I have joined clubs, made new friends and developed time 
management, skills. The only thing I don’t like is my schedule as I have 4 classes on one day and one 
class on the other days. 

-‐ The experience was quite amazing, it’s been a great few weeks and I’ve been living the best days of my 
life over here. I’ve learned to manage my time & the FYE helped me greatly … 

-‐ So far everything great. I didn’t encounter any problem yet. Hopefully it will stay this way and if things 
still go on this way I think I’ll be fine. 

-‐ It is interesting and exciting. For me, I actually like gain to learn every day because I feel like I’m 
surrounded by friends and by friendly people in general. 

-‐ My experience at AUC is improving. I’m getting to know more about the campus with its facilities, I’m 
enjoying my time at AUC. 

-‐ The campus is entertaining, big and fun. There’s always something to do. As for the academics, the 
work load is fine and manageable. 

-‐ My experience at AUC is wonderful, it was easy for me to adapt with a new system. Experience that 
helped me a lot. Complain: buses do not arrive on time. 

-‐ Overall it was a great experience and there is a facility in learning. 
-‐ Overall my experience was successful so far. As I was not living in Egypt. I was setting into the 

atmosphere of Egypt and I feel that the university is helping me. I met friendly people and overall the 
atmosphere is welcoming. 

-‐ A good experience so far. I learned a lot & enjoyed my time and I am happy that I am here. Looking 
forward to the years to come. 

-‐ My experience at AUC has been very nice, it made me very independent and pushed me out of my 
comfort zone which is exactly what I needed. 

-‐ It’s a really good social & academic experience; however, I didn’t expect that much of assignments. But 
overall, I enjoy university more than I did in high school, as it is a new phase & experience.  

-‐ It is a very good experience, I was able to do different things I thought I wouldn’t be able to do. I hope 
I’ll be in a continuous progress. 

-‐ It’s a life changing experience. I got to know new people, and join clubs. The activities here are 
countless and the staff crew is very friendly. 

-‐ It’s wonderful. People are very friendly and so far. It has been such a lovely experience. I look forward 
for what coming next. 

-‐ It has, until now been a very good learning experience. It has been a learning curve trying to understand 
some stuff, but on the whole, there are been lots of help. I’ve really enjoyed the vibrant life on campus 
and feel jubilant and to be taking part in various clubs and activities. I’ve had a couple of really good 
scores that motivated me. Up to now, it’s been interesting. 

-‐ My experience with the AUC so far so good, I enjoyed my stay at the AIC campus and the community is 
very welcoming for new students unlike how I thought, as well as the facilities and sports center is 
tremendous! Thank you AUC. 

-‐ At the beginning it wasn’t good, but right now I think I am enjoying my life at AUC. I don’t have many 
experiences because I am in the IEP. It’s good, but the advisors in the advising office don’t help at all, 
and they are treating us badly, especially the woman who are sitting outside and allow us to enter 
according to our time and date. 
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-‐ An amazing and unique experience, I am so happy that I am living in mu country and attending as an 
AUC student, for me it’s the best university (my dream one). I feel excited when I think about my future 
at AUC and after. Thank you so much FYE. 

-‐ My experience is great, I enjoyed the university, but engineering professors as math and physics need to 
run smoothly on students with different backgrounds. 

-‐ It was awesome (4) 
-‐ Very good (4)  
-‐ New and different (9) 
-‐ Very exciting (3) 
-‐ Amazing experience (10) 
-‐ Nice experience (8) 
-‐ Fine and fun experience (16) 
-‐ Different in a good way (5) 
-‐ Not bad (5) 
-‐ Very interesting and: new, difficult, strange and challenging (15) 
-‐ It was OK (12) 
-‐ Great experience (36) 
-‐ Good experience (78) 

 

♠ Dominant theme: Learning new skills & time management: 
 

-‐ It’s a new experience, learning new things. Taking advantage and opportunities. 
-‐ Also, I learn a lot of new skills. 
-‐ Since the beginning of the semester, I felt that AUC has made me become more responsible and 

independent person. 
-‐ Life change, difficult to manage time. 
-‐ AUC is a better place to learn and study. 
-‐ It was hard but useful and I learned a lot. 
-‐ Overload, yet helpful. Helped me depend on myself and manage my time 
-‐ It was very helpful and I learned a lot in AUC. 
-‐ AUC experience will enrich my knowledge and I will learn so many things and develop my skills. 
-‐ Meaningful, helps in organize your time. 
-‐ New yet very exciting and self-improving. 
-‐ A great experience! It is really challenging with time management. 
-‐ Good experiment helped me to be more sociable, to be more helpful, taught me to work under pressure 

due to the pop quizzes and midterms. 
-‐ I learned new things about education and I was able to make more friends which leaves me with a great 

4 weeks impression. 
-‐ It’s an experience of learning, growth, developing skills needed for my career and interacting with 

different people and acquiring new knowledge. 
-‐ I even learned to be more organized. 
-‐ This whole experience is life changing and truly will be the best experience in my life. 
-‐ It’s a new experience that exposed me to new responsibilities and helped me become more independent. 
-‐ Very satisfying and exciting, provides a very inspirational atmosphere and social life. I love it here. 
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♠ Dominant theme: Making new friends and participate in activities: 
 

-‐ It’s fun and different. I met new people and made new friends (2). 
-‐ Exciting, socializing. 
-‐ Made new friends and joined ICGE. Until now, I’m really enjoying AUC. 
-‐ Social life is great.  
-‐ It’s easy to socialize and join clubs. 
-‐ It’s easy to make new friends and socialize. 
-‐ I made very good friends. 
-‐ Just new friends. 
-‐ I am enjoying my time at AUC, studying and socializing. I also enjoy the classes and the activities. 
-‐ Very enjoyable both socially and intellectually. 
-‐ Met new people. 
-‐ Nice experience, getting to know new people and interact socially. 
-‐ Socially fulfilling and academically outstanding. 
-‐ Interesting; met a lot of different people and AUC have a nice campus. 
-‐ It is good till now, I made some new friends and joined clubs. Hopefully, I will get good grades. 
-‐ It’ a great experience. I made new friends and I enjoy the social life. Social activities are great. 
-‐ It is fine up till now. I made new friends and gained knowledge and wish to gain more knowledge. 
-‐ My experience at AUC was excellent, I got to meet new people and discover new ideas. 
-‐ Fun and very exciting concerning the academic life and the social life. 
-‐ Very nice, people are friendly and teachers too. Some workload, I hope things will get better. 
-‐ Enjoyed it, loved the community and people. 
-‐ I’m making a lot of friends while learning a lot more than I did in school. 
-‐ Inspiring. Meeting new people helped shape my personality. 
-‐ It was very useful, I had new friends. 
-‐ Helped me make new friends, share my thoughts freely and know more about different majors. 
-‐ Good social interactions and great academic experience. 
-‐ My experience in AUC was good I had learned lots of stuff about myself and I joined many clubs. 
-‐ I got to know myself better and made new friends. 
-‐ I made several new friends. Joined a very nice club, have very nice professors and I enjoy my time on 

campus. 
-‐ Interesting! I made new friends and started to discover things about myself. Profs are being helpful, so 

far. 
-‐ I was able to make new friends at AUC.  
-‐ Friends are good, good opportunities to socialize and lots of activities. 

 
♠ Dominant theme: Smooth transition and adaptation:  
 

-‐ It was normal. There wasn’t a big transition since I’m used to changing schools. 
-‐ Transition went unexpected. 
-‐ As expected, fun, smooth and easily adaptable (2). 
-‐ It is good enough; professors are highly qualified to make the transition from school to university easier. 
-‐ It’s easy to adapt and classes are okay. 
-‐ I had a vague idea at first about the courses but eventually everything became smooth and easy. 
-‐ AUC’s academic curriculum is a lot similar to school so it made it easier for me. 
-‐ I have been in AUC since one month. Everything is running smooth up till now. 
-‐ Generally no imperative problems were faces. I had a smooth transition from IB to AUC’s programs. 
-‐ For now it’s going quiet smooth, I was able to achieve a balance between academics and social life. 
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-‐ My experience at AUC has been going very smoothly until now. 
-‐ It’s very fruitful and it was very fun. Although had problems facing transition from school to college, 

but it worked out eventually. 
-‐ Okay, not a major change. 
-‐ It was difficult at first but now it is really fun and interesting, the clubs are amazing, the faculty is 

helpful and I have made a lot of great friends. 
-‐ It’s definitely quit different from school, but it’s not that difficult. 
-‐ It’s a new place but it’s fine. 
-‐ Easy transition, enjoying it.  
-‐ FYE was helpful and led to a smooth transition from school to university.  
-‐ I was able to work better (than I used to in school) due to the help of the TAs. 
-‐ It was a very smooth transition for me, so far I‘ve had positive experiences and made a lot of new 

friends. So far I’m happy and satisfied, but I need to balance things out and work on my time 
management skills. 

-‐ AUC really helped me transition from school life to university life, I really appreciate the kindness and 
understanding of the AUC professors and the helpfulness of the older AUC students. 

-‐ It was very unexpected. I thought transition would be tough, but it went better than expected. I was able 
to maintain a social life as well as participating in extracurricular activities. 

-‐ So far, I am really enjoying my time in university because I was able to transition from school to AUC 
smoothly. Also, the best thing about it is that I have been able to balance my social life and academic. 

-‐ First, It was hard to adapt or to familiar with campus, but after some time I got used to it and I made 
friends. It was confusing at first with no directions to classes to where I have to go to reach somewhere. 
It got easier with time, however. So far experience has been sufficiency pleasant. 

♠ Dominant theme: Different from school  
 

-‐ Different from school. 
-‐ Very good, it’s something new and different than school but it was good. 
-‐ It is an experience as it’s completely different than the life in school. You learn to be more responsible 

and more mature. 
-‐ It is a new experience, a different one. I am still trying to get used to it, but it is definitely a nice 

experience. 
-‐ It was out of the blue, surprisingly met my expectations. Was new and completely different than school. 
-‐ Life here at AUC is very different from school but I feel that I will get used to it easily. 
-‐ Very different from school. It’s completely different environment but I like it. 
-‐ The university in general is very different from school. I had so much fun, I met new people and made 

friends. 
-‐ It seems like a friendly environment, however, adapting is quite difficult due to differences. 
-‐ No very smooth but surely fun. 
-‐ Surprising, I didn’t expect it would be challenging to that extent as an IB student. 
-‐ It s not good it is not bad, it is just different. 
-‐ It is really fund and different. I enjoyed 
-‐ Very different from my high school experience at CAC 
-‐ Fine, but culture shock, couldn’t fail getting to it. 
-‐ Still confusing, it’s like travelling to a different culture with no guide to tell what to do and when to 

speak. 
-‐ It is different, not easy but it is ok. The 4th day of FYE is not a good idea. 
-‐ New, it’s strange to notice the differences between school and university. 
-‐ I think it’s different for me, but I enjoy it. 
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-‐ Different and exciting. 
-‐ Nothing new, trying still to get used. 
-‐ I had difficulty in the beginning, but now it is much easier. 
-‐ Very different but fun educational. 
-‐ It’s definitely a bog change but I am enjoying discovering it so far. 
-‐ I loved it and I would recommend it to other people. It was different from school and makes you feel 

responsible. 
-‐ Fun but it is difficult to adapt from high school system to university system. 
-‐ It is somehow difficult. I am not yet accustomed to the system. I’m worried about my GPA. I don’t 

know how the exams will look like. However, I feel I am discovering myself. 
-‐ It is a very different community to be in, I find that there are way too much works and I am having 

difficulty with managing time. 
-‐ A new and different experience of a new way of learning and studying, difficult but somehow exciting 

and a chance to make new friends. 
 

♠  Dominant theme: Overload of courses 
 

-‐ My experience at AUC is very interesting but a little exhausting due to work-load and transportation. 
-‐ It is a good experience, but the work load is a lot (2). 
-‐ It’s a new experience that I really enjoy, although sometimes the work is a lot. 
-‐ It is fun to be an AUCian but with the Engineering work load it is difficult to use it to the extreme. 
-‐ The workload is way too much (2). 
-‐ Stressed because Rhet and Core classes require so much work; with the calculus and physics class. 
-‐ Workload by the RHET and CORE is overwhelming. 
-‐ Good so far, however, a bit difficult to manage time for studying and working on assignments. 
-‐ The only bad thing is the workload. 
-‐ The core and the RHET assignments are too much. 
-‐ I’m disappointed that we spend or waste actually a lot of time on core and RHET assignments rather 

than on courses and assignments of courses related to our major. 
-‐ Too many assignments. Every doctor gives us too many assignments and at the end I have tons of things 

to do and have due dates and this is very stressful especially because they are usually graded. It’s really 
too much and the doctors should put into consideration that we have other courses and assignments and 
that we have a life. 

-‐ Very happy but tired from a lot of hours and assignments. 
-‐ I love it so far. The only problem is the overlapping workload between courses. They make it difficult 

to do everything as efficiently as could be. 
-‐ Very fund and good environment. But sometimes professors overload us with work. 
-‐ It is fun to be an AUCian but with the Engineering work load it is difficult to use it to the extreme. 

 
Negative comments: 
 

1. My calculus tutor is horrible! She yells a lot and skips a lot of explaining that is essential for me to 
understand. Dr. Salwa Raafat. 

2. I am an American school student and I face a lot of problems in physics and math. I wish if the 
university could do something to help us. 

3. I feel like I didn’t have any experience yet; it’s more like a school to me. It’s kind of boring really. 
4. The advising service is not that easy to deal with.  
5. AC doesn’t work, but nice experience (4). 
6. I think the Drs. could be more professional. 
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7. Very difficult & needs very hard work and I’m lost. 
8. The 4th day of FYE wasn’t helpful, I have midterms and papers. 
9. Not good. 
10. A shaky start hopefully would be more organized next semester. 
11. Till now it is great but unfair in registering for the courses. 
12. Too long and repetitive and boring (3). 
13. No experience. 
14. Doctors of scientific subjects weren’t as good as I thought they would be, however, the classroom 

are well equipped. 
15. Some professors were below my expectations as well as the content of most of my courses. 
16. Many engineering professor lack professionalism. I walk a lot and have approximately no gaps so 

sometimes I do get headache. 
17. It’s really tiring and disappointing experience, no one helps you. Everyone thinks about his own self. 
18. The food services need more choices and the core-curriculum activities especially the sport complex 

and the times are poor. 
19. It had its up and downs. I had problem with a RHET course that lead to getting me an‘F’ in the 

course although I get As and one B in all other courses. 
20. It’s a turning point, I face many academic issues because I’m not familiar with system, and it takes 

me a huge effort. My grades aren’t that good. But I love the social life and the activities in AUC 
campus. 

21. The Internet service (WIFI) in the bus is so bad; most of the days don’t work. 
 
General: 
 

-‐ Relatively ok. I expected worse (3). 
-‐ New, fun, creative and helpful. Yet stressful and tiring (3). 
-‐ It’s a good experience so far, but not a great one as expected. 
-‐ As expected although I faced some difficulties with my adviser. 
-‐ It was all right a bit different from what I expected. 
-‐ It was confusing at first but I managed to understand and bend it. 
-‐ It’s difficult to be a good student with good grades, but I’m still trying. 
-‐ A new experience that hopefully will help me academically and socially. 
-‐ Still haven’t decided yet, but so far it seems interesting. 
-‐ So far so good. My classes are satisfying and the instructors are qualified. Student life required from me 

good time management skills and I managed to balance my academics and extracurricular activities. 
-‐ Until now it’s normal and kind of good. 
-‐ So far it’s good but exhausting. I am facing troubles with time management. So far I’m not satisfied with 

my major and there are many assignments, but I like the social life and facilities. Therefore, it’s neutral. 
-‐ It’s good but the day is too long for an orientation. 
-‐ Hard but enjoyable. 
-‐ It was difficult at the beginning but now it is enjoyable. 
-‐ Somehow confused, able to judge myself. 
-‐ Still in progress. 
-‐ It’s fine. Thought it would be much better though. 
-‐ Normal university experience (4). 
-‐ Waited for it… 
-‐ Yet to be discovered. 
-‐ It’s a very social environment and FYE helped me make not only freshman friends but also juniors and 

seniors. It is very warm and welcoming environment for new students. The transition from highs school 
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to UC was very easy. 
-‐ Noticed diversity between the Egyptian students. 
-‐ Unique. 
-‐ So far better than I had expected, hoping it would be even better with time. 
-‐ Strange. 
-‐ I know how to deal not only with AUC rules but also with my own life. 
-‐ It was decent. 
-‐ Good and funny, however, I need to improve myself and manage my time. 
-‐ I can’t yet describe it, but I like it so far. 
-‐ I think the workload is too much but I think that is because I don’t manage my time properly so that is 

what I’m going to focus on. 
-‐ Exciting and easy, both academically and socially oriented. Facilities are excellent and well equipped. 

Classroom discussions. 
-‐ I am happier than what I expected. I am somehow satisfied. Also, I am happy with the library, clubs and 

food services. 
-‐ I still did not earn much experience, I know people, I understand a lot of matters concerning the system 

and how things work. 
-‐ Good so far, but courses like Calculus have been hard for me. 
-‐ It’s ok. Some aspects are overrated. 
-‐ So far good with very few problems (2). 
-‐ There’s nothing to actually describe since I have been there only for a month, but until now everything 

has been fine. 
-‐ It is not as difficult as I thought, but the workload is a lot and stressful, and some prof. don’t acquire 

help. Bust as a whole it is fun and academic. 
-‐ There are advantages and disadvantages, one of the advantages is that I made many friends and one of 

the disadvantages is that some of the university staff was rude. 
-‐ I think until now it was a pleasant and fruitful one…. I am happy with things as they are but worried 

about registrations. 
-‐ My RHET and core tutor is amazing and entertaining, I love the class. I make a few friends and I really 

love spending time with them. They’re so friendly. 
-‐ My experience at AUC is going well. I’m still getting used to college, as the transition was difficult at 

first. My classes are good and I made a lot of new friends. I can say I’m going to like it here. 
-‐ The only problem is the workload, and bus schedule. 
-‐ It’s been good so far, the people, teachers and students are nice but some of the classes are really routine 

and boring. The FYE program is a good idea but it’s too long and I don’t think the fourth day was 
necessary. 

-‐ The staff, faculty and students are quite helpful and friendly and the professors are professional and 
good at what they do. The campus is very good-looking and organized and navigation from one place to 
another is easy. 

-‐ I think it was different and a new experience. However, I spent most of my first couple of days with the 
friends I already had from school. If I got more involved I would have gotten to know new people. 

-‐ AUC is absolutely phenomenal! It is the dream university.  
-‐ It’s extremely useful. Peer leaders are helpful. I gained more knowledge and information about rules, 

responsibilities and rights. 
-‐ It is ok so far, I have made friends, managed to finish tasks on time and I am doing well on my scientific 

thinking course.  
-‐ So far it has been good, but there is stuff that should be improved. There are too many home works but 

the course content is easy.  
-‐ So far so good, but the work load is too much and some professors aren’t considering that we have other 
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loads, and they’re sometimes not clear about assignments & expect too much. 
-‐ I am still not used to the university environment and didn’t socialize that much but I’m sure I’ll get used 

to it. Some classes I took I’m still not comfortable with as I might have weak bases or I haven’t been 
exposed to it before. 

-‐ I really like the library and its facilities and I love the ECA, they really are important. I enjoy coming to 
college but the work is over loaded. 

-‐ It’s a neutral experience. A bit challenge. The advising office wasn’t helpful what so ever. Some courses 
I think are useless to take like the Culture. I like the clubs & extracurricular activities & what they 
represent.  

-‐ It was amazing, our peer leader for group 52 was Mina & he made the whole experience worth it. He 
should be made the leader of the whole FYE. 

-‐ Everything is going so good so far, of course there are some problems with certain professors but I am 
trying to deal with it. People are friendly and very welcome. 

-‐ The level of education is very high and interesting. I was able to meet people and make new friends. I 
am comfortable with my schedule and what I am learning. 

-‐ I learnt that I have not to be shy. I have to face my dilemmas and work on solving them. I know that 
reading is the most important way for building up my mind. 
 

Suggestions: 
 

-‐ Nice but still much room for improvement. 
-‐ AUC has a friendly environment that made it easy to belong but 4 days of FYE is as helpful as 2 days. 
-‐ The only thing I didn’t like was the FYE program; the activities they made us to were boring, tiresome 

and not very helpful. Please improve for next year’s freshman. 
-‐ 4th day is very inconvenient since I have a lecture and a mid-term! Why not make the time another 
time?? 

-‐ Please update the software in library (browsers). 
-‐ It’s nice experience but I think the activities (sports) must be changed. 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 


