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Inspiration and Innovation: Enriching the
Learner Experience
The Center for Learning and Teaching joins the AUC community in celebrating 100
years of AUC. Participants attending the CLT Centennial Symposium learned about
how AUC faculty use teaching innovations in their classrooms, digital education and
learned about how CLT supports teaching and learning at AUC. Sessions included
faculty showcases, panel sessions and interactive faculty - student discussions. Our
invited speakers for the event Alec Couros (Professor, University of Regina, Canada),
and Catherine Cronin (Strategic Education Developer, National Forum for the
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, Ireland) each offered a
keynote and a workshop that were open to the AUC community and external guests.

Sunday, March 3, 2019 and Monday, March 4, 2019 ·
Moataz Al Alfi Hall · AUC New Cairo
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Alec Couros

Keynote - Reimagining
Education in the Digital Age

Alec Couros is a professor
of educational technology
and media in the Faculty of
Education, University of
Regina, Saskatchewan,
Canada. An award-winning
educator, Couros helps his
students take advantage of
our connected world
through the integration of
educational technology in
teaching and learning.
Couros is an internationally
recognized scholar with
expertise in connected/
networked learning, digital
citizenship, social media in
education, and critical
media literacy. He presents
at conferences and delivers
workshops all over the
world; providing educators,
students, and parents with
the knowledge necessary to
thrive in our new digital
reality. A passionate
advocate for openness in
education, Couros
contributes to open access
publications, maintains a
considerable digital
presence, and has created
a number of MOOCs and
other types of open courses.
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I enjoyed Dr. Couros's talk on Reimagining
Education in the Digital [Age] and getting a better
overall understanding of how education has
changed (especially content and tools) and what I
need to do as an educator to adapt to these changes
in and outside my classroom - Anonymous
The digital age and proliferation of technologies bring both challenges
and opportunities for our institutions. Online access to courses and
content creates new possibilities for digital learning, and social
networking tools connect us to new and once impossible global
audiences; indeed, the pedagogical possibilities of digital tools and
social learning seem limitless. However, with these new opportunities
come new complexities, as we address emerging issues in areas
such as citizenship, literacy, and identity. In this presentation, Couros
describes ways in which we can navigate both the opportunities and
challenges of the available technologies and networks in order to
reimagine teaching and learning and to design course experiences
that are responsive to students emerging needs. Couros discusses
ways we can support students in their quest to become lifelong
learners who are able to create and leverage their own networks to
manage and utilize the abundance of knowledge and information
available to them in our connected world.

#cltauc thank you, Alec, for a creative, challenging, and moving
keynote. you walk the talk. - Catherine Cronin on Twitter

"I thought Alec Couros was a great speaker"
Gretchen McCullough, RHET faculty
“The lecture was the most interesting lecture
I have ever attended this is because its content
was realistic”
Mohamed Mohamed, student blogpost
“I believe that having courses that expose us
to new ways of learning and connects us with
new cultures and people are more beneficial
than traditional ones.”

“[T]he entire lecture was very interesting and engaging however my favorite part was when he
mentioned another use of the Internet and learning, when he gave the example of senior homes
in the United States that get to teach Chinese students through Skyping. We got to see several
video calls between seniors and their homes whilst they are teaching students in China and
these students come from places all over the world. It was very nice and sweet to see how the
use of technology can be used so beautifully as to connect someone who wants to do something
to keep themselves busy, with someone who needs to learn English in a relatively cheap way.”
Salma Helmy, student blogpost

I loved the illustration that between humanity,
technology and pedagogy there’s a sweet spot.
Nourhan Tantawi, student blogpost
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Illustrated by:
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Catherine Cronin

Keynote - Teaching in an Age of
Complexity: Considering Open,
Participatory and Equitable
Pedagogies
Catherine Cronin is an open
educator, open researcher,
and strategic education
developer at the National
Forum for the Enhancement
of Teaching and Learning in
Higher Education in Ireland.
Cronin’s work focuses on
digital and open education,
critical approaches to
openness, digital identity
practices, and the
relationships between
formal and informal
learning. She researched
the use of open educational
practices (OEP) in higher
education. Cronin is a
member of the advisory
boards of the Open
Education Working Group
and Virtually Connecting,
and co-chair of the OER19
Conference. Involved in
teaching, research, and
advocacy in higher
education and in the
community for over 25
years, Cronin is a regular
contributor to conversations
and collaborative projects in
the area of open education,
within Ireland and globally.
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[I got] ideas to try open pedagogy in my class,
ideas for multimedia assignments in my
classes, and resources for fact-checking Anonymous faculty member
We and our students, as networked individuals, teach and learn and
love and live in an increasingly open, networked, and participatory
culture. Boundaries are blurring between physical and digital learning
environments, formal and informal learning, and educators and
learners. We also live in a world of increasing inequality. This is the
context within which higher education operates. A key question for
us as educators is surely this: How can we equip ourselves and also
prepare our students to address these challenges, while at the same
time seeking to ensure our own and our students wellbeing in both
physical and digital spaces. Digital education is not the explicit focus
of this keynote because ‘the digital world’ can no longer be considered
a separate realm; it is integrated in our students' lives and learning
practices, formal and informal, whether we as individuals teach online
or not. Cronin explores how open, participatory and equitable
pedagogies can be used and adapted in online, blended and faceto-face learning environments to foster active, equitable and agentic
learning, and to support the wellbeing of both learners and teachers.

“I understood her deep belief in the benefit of using the
internet as an open space between “networked educators”
and “networked students” because you are able to achieve
so much more when you are in an open and free space.
Yet, it also allows you to interact with people that you
could possibly have never encountered in your physical
spaces.”
Malak Abdelwahab, student blogpost

“It was interesting for me to hear the distinctions she made
between the nature of teaching within physical spaces,
bounded online spaces with restricted access, and open
online spaces. Open online spaces encourage much more
sharing, teaching, learning and in my opinion is the ideal
space for contributing to the web."
Nourhan Tantawi, student blogpost

"I've been teaching with an equity focus for years, caring about student agency for years and yet
I learned much more about this from @catherinecronin
& I've been doing digital literacies for awhile now but learned a lot from Catherine and @courosa
during #cltauc @cltauc"
Maha Bali, CLT, on Twitter
"Thank you @catherinecronin for introducing this beautiful quote “You are neither here nor there,
a hurry through which known and strange things pass” Seasmus Heany #auc100 #aucsymposium
#CLTAUC"
Marwa Helmy, CLT, on Twitter

[I learned] new
digital tools and
new ideas to help
transform
instruction in my
classes
Iman Saad, ALI
faculty member
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AUC
Faculty
Presentations

Chelsea Green

Mammoth Projects: How to Avoid
Extinction While Working on
Open Resources
Every single panel or speech I attended
enhanced my knowledge and skill set. CLT is
quite literally the only entity on campus that
promotes pedagogical development and
learning. CLT provides a "safe space" to learn,
grow, and develop. This is vital to providing
quality education. I sincerely appreciate
everything they do. - AUC faculty, anonymous
How is a mammoth project different from a big project and why is
it useful to make the distinction? These questions arose during
development of the in-progress, open resource entitled SightReading for Guitar: The Keep Going Method, being created in
collaboration with specialists from AUC's Center for Learning and
Teaching and the REBUS Foundation. Now that the team is safely
beyond the halfway point, some new insights have emerged.
Mammoth projects entail learning and experimenting with
technologies, acquiring new skills, imagining how applied
technologies may impact learning, directing a team of specialists,
cultivating motivation, managing variable timelines, and making
difficult decisions resulting from informed debate. Suffice it to say,
mammoth projects lumber on, extending the ideal timeframe,
draining the team's motivation and threatening the project's
extinction. This short talk is aimed at educators and pedagogical
specialists who are either involved in or considering taking on a
mammoth project. Each of the pitfalls listed above will be explored
in hopes of conveying insights meant to propel other mammoth
projects toward continued success.

Chelsea Green is an
Associate Professor of
Music at the American
University in Cairo. She also
co-directs the Cairo Guitar
Collective (CGC). CGC
recently commissioned
works for guitar by Egyptian
composers and toured the
program in Egypt and the
USA. California Guitar
Archives publishes her
transcriptions of French art
songs, along with a fulllength album The Mélodies
of Eric Satie and Reynaldo
Hahn. In 2011, Green
published a philosophical
article entitled Permission to
Play: Obstacles and Open
Spaces in Music-Making. In
2006, Green co-founded the
Los Angeles Electric 8.
During her six-year
membership, the group
recorded three albums and
performed regularly. www.
chelseacgreen.com.
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Rania Samir

Experiential Courses: a Way to
Sustainable Learning

Rania S. Hussein is an
Assistant Professor of
Marketing in the Business
School at The American
University in Cairo. She
received her MBA from
Georgia State University, in
the US. and earned her PhD
from The University of
Nottingham, in the UK. She
is a Fulbright scholar and
has conducted joint
research with George
Washington University in
2014. Her research interests
include Internet marketing,
social media and innovation
adoption. She published a
book: Adoption of Web
based Marketing in the
Travel and Tourism Industry
in 2011. Her research
appears in journals like
Journal of Business and
Industrial Marketing Online
Information Review and the
Journal of International
Consumer Marketing. She
provides consultation to
online start-ups on how to
manage their online
businesses.
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Learning by doing has proven to be one of the most effective ways
to test students’ understanding of concepts and ability to apply them.
When students work on existing company challenges, they are better
able to visualize real life problems and make decisions on how to
deal with them. Digital Marketing applies experiential
learning through giving students the tools needed to create and
manage an online business.
Students participate in two major projects that mirror authentic tasks
performed by marketing professionals. The projects train students
to create online businesses, create and curate web-based content,
and market actual products and services.
Students also act as marketing consultants to existing businesses;
conduct performance analyses, make recommendations for
improvements in business practices, and develop comprehensive
action plans for their client companies.
Students who took this course were able create their own, real-word
online businesses, win top ranks in international online case
competitions and to work as digital consultants for small and medium
size online businesses.

Gretchen McCullough

Digital Timeline for History class
I got a good overview of ways in which AUC faculty
are innovating and incorporating different
technology into their classroom-based and online
courses. I also took note of several websites or
programs that I would like to explore in future, such
as the time line described by Gretchen McCollough
and the Smarter Every Day You Tube vlog
mentioned by the keynote speaker. - Carol Clark
Gretchen McCullough will discuss how she used a digital timeline
in a Core WWII History course to motivate students to research
topics they were interested in; for example, Mengele’s scientific
experiments in Auschwitz. Students, presented their work to the
class using this contemporary format as a means of informing and
engaging peers.
Students were asked to create a course project using the online
tool: TimelineJS. This particular application of digital pedagogy is
ideal for contemporary learners who are motivated by visual media.
This Timeline JS project was assigned in place of a PowerPoint
presentation for History:1099, Hidden Stories of WWII, a core
history course.
The timeline fit nicely with the course because it spanned different
themes and fronts of the war. McCullough will showcase the
Timeline and assignment documents and discuss how students
used the tool. Her learners were extremely enthusiastic about the
assignment in part because they were allowed to choose their
own topics for their projects The tool also sparked extensive
discussion in the classroom. A model timeline and sample of
student work will be shared with the audience.

Gretchen McCullough is a
Senior Instructor in the
Department of Rhetoric and
Composition. Her stories,
reviews and essays have
appeared in: The Literary
Review, The Common, The
Barcelona Review, NPR,
Storysouth and Guernica.
Translations in English and
Arabic with Mohamed
Metwalli have been
published in: Banipal,
Brooklyn Rail in Translation,
World Literature Today,
Nizwa, and Exchanges.
Three Stories in Cairo, a
bilingual book of short
stories, (2011) and a
second collection,
Shahrazad's Tooth (2013)
were published by Afaq
Publishers in Cairo.
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Mustafa Toprak

Getting Them to Talk Reasonably
and Respectfully: A Short Note on
Leading Class Discussions

Mustafa Toprak is an
Assistant Professor of
Educational Administration at
Graduate School of
Education, American
University in Cairo. Toprak,
formally educated in Turkey,
holds a PhD in Educational
Administration from Gaziantep
University, an MA in
Educational Administration
from Fırat University, and a
BA in English Language
Education from Boğaziçi
University. His research
interests include, but are not
limited to, teachers’ roles in
educational reform,
educational policy-making,
educational leadership
development, and emotional
intelligence in leadership. He
is a member of British
Educational Leadership,
Management, and
Administration and has
published research in
academic journals such as
International Journal of
Leadership in Education,
Journal of Educational Policy,
New Horizons in Adult
Education and Human
Resource Development,
Cogent Education, and
Australian Journal of Career
Development.
Download

Presentation
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#cltauc @drtoprakmustafa I very much
enjoyed
your
presentation,
Mustafa,
particularly re: valuing & encouraging
student voice & reflection in class...
- Catherine Cronin on Twitter

One of the primary goals of constructivist classes is to minimize
teacher-talk while encouraging reasonable, disciplined, and relevant
student-talk. Achieving this goal entails generation of high-order
thinking questions both by students and the teachers as well as
moderation of a rich whole-class discussion. This short talk will cover
the instructor’s experiences and tips on creating and leading a
constructivist-founded class discussion.
In addition to their benefits in contributing to students’ knowledgebase, discussions are also known to be effective pedagogical tools
to promote 21st century skills: critical thinking, creativity,
collaboration and communication. Their impact on academic, socialemotional skills, and civic virtues make discussions a frequently
used pedagogical tool in almost all levels of education. While the
importance and benefits are largely acknowledged in the literature,
an optimal way of implementing them in class needs further
elaboration. This experience-based short-talk spans around three
potent aspects of class discussions: you, your questions, and your
manner.

Fady Morcos

Designing Opportunities for
Productive Failure
Recently, everyone is talking about fixed vs. growth mindset.
Growth mindset is the view that intelligence and abilities can be
developed with effort. While a fixed mindset is the conviction that
they are fixed traits with little room for improvement. Research has
shown that students with a fixed mindset will tend to avoid
challenges, while those with a growth mindset will embrace them,
in due course developing grit, a significant predictor of
perseverance and success.
At the heart of the growth mindset paradigm is the notion of
productive failure. Research has shown that moments of struggle
(cognitive demand) provide opportunities for deeper learning.
Those same moments have the potential to physically alter our
brain, strengthening neural pathways and building our intelligence.
To build grit in students, we must make them feel comfortable to
take risks, make mistakes and fail, at least in early attempts. Our
assessment and grading practices should match our philosophy
of productive failure. We have to intentionally design for those
moments of struggle into our course structure.
This interactive short talk will showcase opportunities for productive
struggle in Scientific Thinking, along with student feedback and
reflection on challenging formative assessment episodes that
follow productive struggle philosophy.

Fady Morcos is an
Associate Professor of
Practice at The American
University in Cairo. He is a
faculty member at the
Center for Learning and
Teaching, with focus on
instructional design and
teaching innovation
strategies. Fady is currently
the director of Scientific
Thinking, with teaching
emphasis on critical thinking
and scientific reasoning. He
is a lifelong learning
advocate and humancentered design evangelist.
Fady is the recipient of
NASA JSC Exceptional
Software Award, and NASA
Space Act Award for
Innovative and Creative
Development. Fady holds a
B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees
from the University of
Southern California, in
Space Mission Design and
Spacecraft Design,
respectively; and a PhD. in
Astrodynamics from The
University of Texas at
Austin.
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AUC
Faculty
Showcase
"Digital
Innovation"

Dalia Rifaat

Students Creating Healthy
Recipes with Videos
It was interesting to see what others are doing
in different disciplines - Gretchen McCullough
Interactive techniques in learning have many benefits for instructors
and students. I have applied an innovative digital tool (Animoto video maker) in the science core curriculum course, Chemistry and
Society.
Students who are not motivated by presenting their work as a
combination of text and photos in a Microsoft Word document were
far more engaged in their work when I introduced the innovative video
tool Animoto into the science core curriculum course, Chemistry and
Society.
As a test case, for one assignment students were asked to apply
what they learned from the course to plan and prepare a healthy
meal. Students were able to add text, sound and motion effects to
their videos. The results obtained from using Animoto were obvious:
students enjoyed what they were cooking and at the same time linked
their activity to the learning objectives of the course.
The feedback I received suggests that Animoto is a an effective way
to measure learning, so I plan to adopt it in my other courses. While
some students found it difficult to coordinate shooting the video with
their cooking, it is clear that using innovative technologies can be an
effective way to evaluate student comprehension of course material.

Dalia A. Rifaat, an Adjunct
faculty member at the
Chemistry department,
obtained a BSc from the
American University in
Cairo, and both MSc and
PhD in Biochemistry from
the Faculty of Science Cairo
University. I have been
working in the field of
Clinical Chemistry since
1985, My area of research
expertise is the extraction of
bioactive compounds from
Marine algae, I joined AUC
in 2007. Teaching General
Science, Chemistry labs,
Environmental and General
Chemistry courses as well.
Currently, she is
collaborating with Amal
Lakany on the delivery of
Chemistry and Society
(Chem 1003). They are
enhancing this course by
implementing innovative
teaching methods,
improving the popularity of
the course among nonscience students.
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Andreas Kakarougkas

Blended Learning in a Flipped
Biology Class for Non-Science
Majors
Andreas Kakarougkas is an
Assistant Professor of cell
and molecular biology at
American University in
Cairo, who earned his Ph.D
at the University of Sussex
in the UK. He is passionate
about teaching and has
delivered courses at all
levels (introductory to
graduate). Kakarougkas,
whose current research
focuses on the health
implications of exposure to
metallic nanoparticles found
in air pollution., is
particularly interested in
applying the latest
pedagogical approaches in
order to enhance the
learning experience of his
students. He applies active
learning approaches such
as problem-based learning
and blended learning to
make his classes highly
interactive. Kakarougkas
aims to expand the use of
online learning in the
Biology department at AUC.
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Blended learning is an educational approach that combines online
education with traditional face-to-face instruction in the classroom.
In this project, the use of online education was combined with a
flipped class approach where students completed the theoretical
learning online, while in-class time focused around active learning
and student-centered strategies. The effectiveness of this
educational approach was assessed throughout the semester by
assessing student engagement, participation and performance. In
addition, insights into the use of online material was gained by
analysing the student interaction data from the edX platform. In order
to provide an internal control for the effectiveness of this educational
approach, the course included a module in which “traditional lecturing”
was used. Following the completion of the course, student feedback
in the form of post-semester surveys indicated that not all students
prefer the blended approach, primarily due to the level of pre-class
preparation that is required. However, our data shows that for all
endpoints measured, students’ learning was enhanced by adopting
the blended learning format. This project is part of the wider
collaboration of AUC with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and the Abdulla Al-Ghurair Foundation for Education (AGFE),
enabling AUC to become a regional hub in digital learning and
education.

Suzanne Rizzo

Course Redesign for Blended
Learning: Reflections from
Classroom Action Research
The Academic English for Graduates Program (AEG) of the ELI is
exploring ways to modify its Academic Reading Module Course
(ENGL 311) for a more effective teaching and learning experience.
Previous feedback from students and instructors of the course
indicated that course meeting time should be increased in order to
better meet the learning outcomes for the course, allowing for more
guided practice with feedback and processing of information. In this
showcase, the presenter will share her experience and results from
a classroom action research project with CLT on redesigning this
course for a blending learning format using a flipped classroom
approach.
Rizzo will share the combination of tools used to collect data from
both the students and the instructor to better understand the efficacy
of the online components. In addition, she will show how the
information gathered from the research and data analysis will help
the department and instructor decide on the approach going forward
(flipped, blended, or some combination of the two).

Overall it was a well structured symposium. Points
that were beneficial for me... [include] pushing
change forward [and] highlighting the importance
of courses and assessments
re-design… Anonymous

Susanne Rizzo is a Senior
English Language Instructor
in the Department of English
Language Instruction at The
American University in Cairo
(AUC) with nearly 15 years
of experience teaching,
investing in professional
development and providing
service to Teaching English
to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL). At
AUC, she teaches mainly in
the Academic English for
Graduates program (AEG).
Prior to joining AUC, she
taught both skill-focus and
integrated skills courses at
the university level and for
adults in the United States,
Turkey, mainland China,
and Macau. Her interests
include improving student
competencies in research
and incorporation of
technology in the classroom
as well as reading, writing
and vocabulary in academic
settings.
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Robert McIntyre

Twitter as a Pedagogical Tool: The
Good, the Bad, and the Ineffective
Very cool idea for developing/supporting
student discourse in Twitter. @cltauc
Alec Couros on Twitter
Robert W. McIntyre is an
Andrew W. Mellon
Postdoctoral Teaching
Fellow at the rank of
Assistant Professor in the
Department of Philosophy at
the American University in
Cairo. Prior to his
appointment at AUC,
McIntyre taught at the
University of California at
Santa Barbara, where he
earned his PhD. His
research focuses on the
scientific, metaphysical, and
epistemological theories of
17th and 18th century
Europe. His current
research explores the
interconnections between
mind, language, and
knowledge in the philosophy
of Thomas Hobbes. He also
holds interests in ancient
Greek philosophy and the
reception of Hellenistic
philosophy in the early
modern period.
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Because contemporary undergraduate students are highly fluent in
the use of technologies (for example, social media platforms), it is
reasonable to consider instructional modalities that incorporate both
hybrid and online platforms. This seminar looks at the use of Twitter
and other social media platforms as instructional devices to promote
critical thinking and self-directed inquiry. Social media platforms,
when used responsibly, can support a culture of critical engagement
between students and their peers. We will discuss best practices and
the positive aspects of social media, as well as potential pitfalls for
instructors.
We will discuss best practices and the positive aspects of social
media, as well as potential pitfalls for instructors. As McIntyre will
argue, the extreme character limit and the inherently public nature
of the medium, make Twitter a useful tool for practicing dialectical
argument. For example, Twitter users can be held instantly
accountable for the opinions they express and, when used in a
conscientious way, the nature of the medium forces a user to think
very carefully about the way she expresses herself.

Bahia Shehab

Designing the First Arabic Graphic
Design MOOC
amazing to hear about the work of
Bahia [Shehab]
Catherine Cronin on Twitter

An Introduction to Graphic Design was released on the Edraak
platform in 2016 with content designed to be educational but highly
engaging. The talk will showcase the process for designing an
engaging online course and the solutions developed to bypass
technical limitations on online teaching platforms. It will also highlight
the challenges faced in the process and present ideas for possible
solutions for a better online teaching and learning environment.
Since its release on Edraak, An Introduction to Graphic Design has
had over 50,000 learners enroll and has been recommended as one
of the best developed courses on the platform.

Bahia Shehab is an artist,
designer and art historian.
She is Associate Professor
of Design and founder of the
graphic design program at
The American University in
Cairo where she has
developed a full design
curriculum mainly focused
on visual culture of the Arab
world. She has taught over
fifteen courses on the topic
Her work has received a
number of international
recognitions and awards;
TED fellowship (2012) and
TED Senior fellowship
(2016), BBC 100 Women
list (2013), The American
University in Beirut
distinguished alumna
(2015), and a Prince Claus
Award (2016). Her
publications include "A
Thousand Times NO: The
Visual History of Lam-Alif"
published in 2010. She is
the first Arab woman to
receive the UNESCOSharjah Prize for Arab
Culture (2016).
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AUC Faculty-Student Panel

What’s in a Grade?
Moderator: Hoda Mostafa
(CLT)
This panel engaged faculty and students in a
campus
conversation
around
various
approaches to grading, providing feedback on
student work and building frameworks for
innovative strategies for assessing student
performance. Faculty and students teams
shared their experiences and approaches in an
interactive format with audience interaction.

1) What’s (Not) in a Grade –– Some Thoughts. Khalil Elkhodary & Youssef Naga (MENG).
This talk focused on what is not in a grade and difference in perception about grades between faculty,
students and employers. Grades are perceived by students as survivor’s badges of honor. Speakers
discussed whether certain behaviors imply that grades are the most important thing in the world, how
this affects students’ behavior, and they questioned whether tests are a fair measure of students’
performance and progress throughout the semester. Albert Einstein wrote, “Everybody is a genius.
But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid”.
Do grades really define our students' futures? Youssef Naga spoke about how employers such as
Procter &Gamble are not interested in GPA, but care about personality, ability to interact with others
and skills required by the job want critical thinking or soft skills, graduate who solve problems. Speakers
wondered if there were ways to report on learning dimensions different from grades.

I felt that every part of the
talk was so relatable, for
it discussed situations
similar to ones either I or
other students have
encountered.
Alia El Kadry, student
blogpost.
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2) The Architecture of a Grade. Magda
Mostafa and Mahmoud ElKady (ARCH)
This talk discussed ways of giving specific
rubrics to students on creative design,
something which is usually considered
subjective to grade. One thing that is really
important in how to grade is that students
in architecture need to exit as good
designers. Some say that creative
practices like architecture cannot be
graded because they are subjective, but
grading can occur through structured
rubrics which specifically measure the
creative process and aim at what AUC wants students to be able to do when they leave the course.
The talk covered “pinnacle pedagogy” which sets high expectations and raising the bar higher each
semester, so students experience something like a marathon run. The department also uses
“scaffolding” to support students with resources and materials to enable them to meet the targets.
There is also a concept of “thresholding” to ensure there is a point below which a student's design
cannot be considered for design conversations. A memorable quote from this presentation was: “The
best way to grade is perhaps not to grade at all”. Mahmoud talked about his experience of not being
familiar with structured rubrics and falling below the threshold line. He was hurt, but at the end he
made sure he had a bigger understanding of the goals behind the course; enhancing skills and
knowledge rather than getting the grade. He persevered with the help of different resources to reach
3) The Paradox of an A Grade: Student Well-being and the Power of Choice. Nellie El Enany
and Nour Khashaba (MGMT)
This talk focused on the impact of grades on students, in terms of causing stress and anxiety. As
educators how do we make the learning experience better for our students? Nellie shared quotes
from students on how they felt about grades. Among those shared:
• “Grading always makes you focus more on the memorizing, instead of really understanding the
thing and learning from it.”
• “How can I stress less when each input or word I have in a paper is graded! “
• “Not only do I think that the idea of grades is stressful, but I feel like it’s extremely demotivating
"
• “It’s dismaying to see that grades and GPA has a higher say in defining one’s future, than one’s
actual preference and passion.”
• “Grades (aka nightmare) are a major concern for any student on this planet”
There was a call to really put students at the center of learning. One strategy is asking students what
they want to learn and how they want to be assessed. This empowers students by giving them a
choice and produces better work. Students commented on how this affected their motivation and
commitment
Nour focused on how students are constantly judged
on grades which do not represent everything they
are talented or skilled at, and that assessments often
are the same for all students even though each
student has different skills and interests (a point both
presenters emphasized). She also mentioned about
how the stress of achieving high grades reduces the
focus on the most important thing which is learning.
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4) Voice and Choice: Speak Up, Listen More. Thomas DeVere Wolsey (GSE) and Karim Selim
(ECON)
This talk focused on participation. The instructor’s role is to efficiently encourage participation which
is not just participating vocally but also listening. Thomas mentioned how participating by listening
is something that is not measurable, but it is important to recognize how difficult it is to speak up in
class; many students question themselves before asking a question because they are afraid of
looking dumb. Sharing assignments in teams are powerful ways to encourage efficient participation.
Also, the instructor has to provide incentives for the students to participate and allow the shy ones
to break the ice and making attempts. Presenters mentioned the dilemma that evidence of participation
is not always the best indicator of what the student has in mind or their performance on other
assessments such as exams. Karim feels that a professor’s attitude is what makes students engage
and participate.

This panel is truly one of the best
experiences that I have had at
the AUC and I have to say that
when I was offered this
opportunity I didn’t hesitate to
join but it was definitely a step
out of my comfort zone because
it was unlike any other
presentation that I was part of
before. - Nour Khashaba,
student-presenter blogpost.
The lecture was interesting and
engaging. The comparisons
through the panel groups were
elaborative and mind opening. In
fact, I appreciate professors who
see from students’ perspective
and start working on engaging
students and educating them at
the same time. - Mohamed
Mohamed, student blogpost.

5) The components of a grade. Ezzeldin Yazeed Sayed-Ahmed and Sahar Bader (CENG)
In this talk, Sahar mentioned the components of a grade in Structural Engineering, which are direct
assessments (assignments, projects, exams), participation, incorporation of instructor feedback,
innovative approaches (extra effort from students to think outside the box) and communication skills
in presentations. Ezzeldin questioned whether the practice of weighing 50% of a grade on exams is
reasonable. Sahar felt that it was reasonable given many of their exams were take home exams.
Ezz felt that we should questions whether this makes sense as he believes it is not fair. Unlike other
panelists, Ezzeldin felt we should remember that grades are important and looked upon by future
graduate schools and some employers.
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Campus Conversation

Investing in Undergraduate Researchers:
The Faculty Perspective
Moderator: Amani ElShimi
(CLT)

I think the diversity of perceptions, and
the unity of passion sparked a very
interesting conversation. Some of the
faculty from other universities got hold
of me at the end and expressed interest
(and envy) at what we do and hope to do
for undergraduates at AUC. - Amani
Elshimi, RHET faculty member and
Director of Undergraduate Research

Higher education institutions across the
world are investing in undergraduate
inquiry-based learning and research
experiences that generate, what the
council on undergraduate research
defines as "original intellectual or creative
contributions to the discipline." AUC is
no exception. The new institutional
strategic goals commit to quality
education and high-impact research.
This event brings together seasoned
faculty
members
from
different
disciplines in a conversation on engaging
undergraduate students in hands-on
research and innovation, presentation,
and scholarly publication experiences.
Key issues focus on teaching/mentoring
approaches, opportunities, challenges,
benefits and outcomes. The institutional
role in supporting and forwarding this
mission is also discussed.

"What I found to be the most interesting was the benefits that research had on the student. It helps
students to develop problem solving skills, which would not only help them in their academic life but
also in their professional life as well as their social life. Research forces those who conduct it to
question their assumptions and to think for themselves. Furthermore, I came to the realization that
our knowledge of things is not set in stone. Our perception of things changes as research brings us
closer to the truth. It is the path for innovation. This newly realized fact that what today we might
know as truth may be proven false tomorrow made me realize that research is a rigorous process
that can’t be rushed. Research will not always provide me with answers, which is okay at the end.
I walked away from this talk with my learning goals changed. I shouldn’t get frustrated when I can’t
find an answer, or when the results were not what I hoped for and should be patient instead. At the
end of the day, research only draws us closer to our truth. I should engage in research for the sake
of knowledge and nothing else." Hana Elmalky, undergraduate freshman student
Members of the audience, students, AUC faculty, faculty from other institutions, and administrators
shared their own perspectives on research projects and approaches they use with their students, as
well as ideas for things they might explore given institutional support. Among the highlights of the
discussion was how faculty benefit from undergraduate involvement in research to include new
perspectives for their own work, advancing the knowledge within their disciplines, and envisioning
solutions that are “better” or more relevant to a specific problem.
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Hassanein Amer
(Electronics
Engineering)

Ramy Aly (SEA)

Abeer Shennawy
(Econ)

Mike Gibson (Rhetoric)

Amani El Shimi led a lively panel discussion founded on the value of undergraduate research for the
principal stakeholders in higher education: the students, the faculty, and the university. Using the
definition adopted by the Council for Undergraduate Research "An inquiry or investigation conducted
by an undergraduate student that makes an original intellectual or creative contribution to a discipline"
as a basis for the conversation, panelists agreed that the curriculum needed to evolve in order to
integrate research beyond ‘one-off’ skill building research initiatives like freshman, capstones or
course-level projects. In order to be meaningful and make the highest possible impact, research had
to be a pedagogical imperative embedded within the curriculum from beginning to end. As Hassanein
Amer said, “If you are a top university, you must give them (students) the ability to be creative from
the beginning, not just as seniors, but from the very beginning...”. The idea of the AUC scholarly
community coming together to create a holistic, “Mega-vision” of what undergraduate research at
the institution might look like resonated with the audience.
Panelists had varied perspectives on integrating research based on their own experiences; from the
course to curriculum level. The need for a top-to-bottom institutional commitment was seen as critical
to the success of undergraduate research as part of the curriculum. Opportunities to use research
skills they learn in their course work as well as in “real life”, the opportunity to synthesize knowledge,
and be both creative investigators and problem solvers were discussed, as well as the need to provide
a scaffolded approach. Undergraduate research occurs along a continuum from faculty led to students
working independently. These different models for involving undergraduates in research are all
necessary because students need to learn the different approaches. Guiding students in research
that is appropriate to their existing knowledge base and helping them push past their current limits
were presented as keys to making research an effective learning tool for undergraduate students.

SUPER event – This is
the highlight of my
semester so far. Thank
you so much for giving
me this opportunity.
Hassanein Amer,
ECNG faculty member
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"One of the main things I found useful was why there’s a need for undergraduate research. Expert
faculty members mentioned how research develops skills that, when transferable, are intrinsically
important to prosper in any career. It pointed my attention to the possibility we don’t do research the
right way and that’s consequently why we don’t think we need it. Since research skills are, by definition,
transferable, I will try to apply whatever I learn from it to other areas of work. And since “inquiry is
messy” as one panel member said, starting it young is my best shot to learn."
Reem Mahmoud, Mechanical Engineering Freshman

"The exchange started by an attempt to
both define and describe the extent of the
undergraduate research present within the
various branches of education. And
although all valid and true, I could best
resonate with the definition provided by
the professor of anthropology that was, in
part, representative of social sciences. As
he views it, Undergraduate research is a
way to free the student of their somewhat
fixed role as a recipient of knowledge, and
instead allow and empower them to create
and search for knowledge themselves.

This gives the student the opportunity to contribute to
education and prepares them for a mentality of lifelong
learning. The perspective was completely new to me and
greatly affected how I had previously thought of research
as more of a chore. It had, in a matter of a few short seconds
turned into an exciting journey that I wanted to embark on
to further myself and contribute to the knowledge of others.
I began seeing research as a gateway to explore all the
questions in my head and make sense of the world around
me. As the discussion went on, I learned that some students
publish their work in academic journals and suddenly the
ideas that seemed so unattainable became so close to
reach. I learned a lot from the symposium, not only about
its main focus, undergraduate academic research, but I
learned how to better lead a civilized conversation with the
collective goal of advancement and how to focus on
improving the efforts being made instead of just applauding
them. I do wish that the timeframe would have allowed for
more discussion and more commentary, however that being
said, it was an overall enriching experience that has inspired
me to delve into research."
Hanaa El Sammak, Undergraduate Sophomore

Download
Presentation
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Keynote
Workshops

Catherine Cronin and Maha Bali

Transforming Learning Environments via Student
Partnership
This workshop introduced the evolving concept of student partnership (as used in the higher
education sector) as a part of collaborative efforts to create effective, inclusive, and potentially
transformative learning environments. Using contributions from students and faculty, participants
collaboratively explored potential ways in which students as partners approach can help improve
the learning environment and student engagement with learning.

The first activity in the workshop involved students, faculty and CLT staff working in small, diverse
groups on each table to list three things that can be done to improve the learning environment in
their context and transferring them to this Google doc: http://bit.ly/cltauc-partnership. Among the
key factors mentioned by multiple groups were:
• More interactive, engaging classes
• Connecting learning to real life applications
• Removing grades
• Promoting research
• Involving the students in planning and implementation phase
• Rewarding creativity
The concept of student partnership in higher
education was introduced from three
perspectives:
1- From literature, such as this definition “...
partnership represents a sophisticated and
effective approach to student engagement
because it offers the potential for a more
authentic engagement with the nature of
learning itself, and the possibility for
genuinely transformative learning
experiences.” Union of Students in Ireland
(2018)
2- From students interns at the National
Forum in Ireland, such as Alex Coughan's
education, authority of and respect for learning becomes part of the students’ experience”
(emphasis by workshop facilitators) and Karolyn McDonnell's suggestion that student
partnership lies on a continuum.
3- From AUC students, such as Nour Hakim's (ECON & POLS major) contribution, which
mentioned the need “to foster a relationship of care between students and professors that isn’t
based on a metric system of grades” and suggestions by Ayah Safwat (EENG graduate) and
Youssef Boudah (MKTG) to create a reciprocal mentoring relationship where students advise
faculty on their course design and offer them feedback, as Sarah Samy (ECON) says, for
faculty and students to “develop one another”. Ramez Habib (CSCE) spoke live, and shared
examples of faculty engaging students in class.
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After sharing the above prepared thoughts, the workshop time was spent in small groups discussing
the ways in which student-faculty partnership could be used to improve the learning environment in
our context. Discussions followed the Conversation Café approach which structures the conversation
such that every individual is given equal space to speak and respond to others. Among the key outputs
coming from the groups was a recognition that there is much to be gained by faculty and students
partnering together in order for faculty to better respond to student needs and for students to have
more choices and also to understand faculty better and why they do things in certain ways to enhance
learning. There was a recognition that this process would be difficult but doable, that it would require
preparing students as well as faculty and keeping an open mind, and that it would have in-class
manifestations as well as larger institutional processes.

[T]his workshop made me feel
that my opinion matters, and it is
valued by others because it was
mainly about [activities] and in
each activity each one of us had
to participate
Salma Nassar, student blogpost

“I learned that students as well as faculty have the will to work together to promote student engagement
on [with] a bigger and wider scale and I learned through [our] discussion with other students and
faculty members of AUC and other universities that this is going to take time and effort but it is a vital
change that needs to happen to have a better working and learning environment.” - Youssef Zakaria,
student, from feedback survey
“I...saw different ways of involving students in sessions and thought about how important it is to
design student engagement in ways that really center student voice (so many different little things
to do to really empower students this way). I just love that there were 3 sessions where students
were really present and speaking.” - Anonymous faculty, from feedback survey

I also felt very happy being a
part of this event as a lot of
good points were raised on how
the future of education would
be better if the university
adopts a Students as Partners
(SAP) approach.
Omar Eita, student blogpost
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Alec Couros

Developing Critical Literacies: What Students
Need to Know in a “Fake News” World
In recent years, we have witnessed massive advances in technology that have fundamentally
transformed the way environments in which we live, learn, and interact. For institutions, the
global connections and tremendous information we now have at our fingertips offer incredible
opportunities for learning, but the rapid pace of information (and misinformation) also presents
a new and complex set of challenges for educators: in particular, fact and fiction can be difficult
to distinguish in our “post-truth” era, and fake news and misinformation spread rapidly and with
ease. Consequently, education - and digital/information literacy education in particular - plays
a more urgent and important role than ever before. In this presentation, participants were provided
with an in-depth look at our complex digital world and the “fake news” phenomenon, and they
were introduced to a variety of tools, resources, and strategies for helping students to become
critically literate learners and citizens.

I thought Alec Couros was a
great speaker..... Would have
been a good idea to do small
group discussions with him.
Gretchen McCullough, RHET
faculty member
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It is a wonderful opportunity
that you’ve brought in an
amazing figure such as Dr.
Alec Couros. That bring[s]
in another dimension of
experience to the whole
faculty body - Anonymous
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