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The Test and its Purpose

The Standardized Arabic Proficiency Test (SAPT) is a test that
is based on the Common European Framework of Reference
(CEFR) which is an international benchmark used to describe
language ability. SAPT is designed to measure the
communicative language ability of individuals who can
communicate in Arabic. The scores obtained for the SAPT
are used to determine the CEFR-aligned Arabic Language
level for those who would like to apply for some of the
School of Continuing Education (SCE) programs. The scores
can also be used for additional purposes such as

occupational appointments and promotion.

Three language skills are covered by this test, namely
listening, reading and writing. These skills address four main
contexts of language use as defined by the CEFR — namely
personal, social, occupational and educational.

Test Time & Components

SAPT is divided into three sections: Listening, Reading and
Writing, each with its own time limit. The three sections are
always given in the same order. The test takes two hours
and 45 minutes to complete. The first two sections consist
of multiple-choice questions (MCQs) while the third one
includes writing tasks. The following table shows the test
components and time required in detail.

Sections Number | Types of Time
of Tasks | Questions | (minutes)
. . Multiple
Listening 6 i 35
Choice
. Multiple
Reading 7 i 65
Choice
Writing 3 Writing 65

Once you are done with a section, you cannot return to it.
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SECTION 1: Listening [Y¢ Questions; Y0 Minutes]

The purpose of this section is to measure your ability
to understand spoken Arabic in various authentic
contexts. It consists of six (6) tasks. For each
listening task, you will hear a conversation or a
monologue that is said only one time. Therefore, you
must listen carefully to understand what the speaker
says. Then, you will read the questions and the four
choices on the screen, decide which ONE is correct
based on the task you have just listened to, and

select it using the mouse.

SECTION 2: Reading [33 Questions; 65 Minutes]

The purpose of this part is to measure your ability to
understand what you read in Arabic. It consists of
seven (7) tasks varying in topics, length and
purposes of questions. The questions measure your
ability to find out main and/or supporting ideas, and
details; use context clues to understand the
meaning of specific vocabulary items given, draw
inferences; recognize coherence; and perform other
required reading skills. All the questions are of
multiple-choice format.

The reading passages appear on the left side of the
screen while the questions appear on the right one.
To answer the questions of this section, you should
use a mouse to select the answers to the questions.
That s, you should use the mouse to click on the oval
next to the choice that you want. To change your
answer, click on another answer choice.

When you are sure that you have selected the
answer you want, click on the Next icon.

During the time allowed for the Reading Section, you
can go forward and backward throughout the seven
(V) passages and their questions. You can also
bookmark any question to answer later. Moreover,
you can click the Review icon to see the questions
you have already answered and those you have not.

When you finish answering all the questions, click
the Submit icon to move to the Writing Section.
Once you submit your answers or the section time
is up, you cannot return to this section.
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e SECTION 3: Writing [3 Tasks; 65 Minutes]

In this part of the test, you will listen to and read a
variety of topics. You have to write in each of them
following the instructions of each topic.

In the Writing Section, you are required to answer
three (3) tasks. In the first task, you will listen to a
message; then, you should write a suitable reply.
The second task is an email that you need to read
and respond to it in writing. The third task is an
argumentative topic on which you should write an
argumentative essay.

To answer the question of this section, you use a
keyboard.

When you complete your answer, click the Submit
icon to finish the Writing Section and the test,
consequently. Once you submit your answers or
time is up, you cannot return to this section

e Important Instructions

You MUST show your official PHOTO ID (this
includes national 1Ds, passports and driving licenses) to
the proctor to be allowed to take the test.

The setting where you take the test MUST be quiet. It
is your own responsibility to have a noiseless setting.

Any electronic device, including alarms on your watch,
MUST be switched off during the test. If any device
makes noise or you are seen using it at any time during
the duration of the test, it is grounds for immediate
(score) cancellation.

You cannot start the test late.

You are NOT ALLOWED to TURN ON THE MIC DURING
the test; otherwise your test will be terminated
immediately.

You must be seen by the proctor all the time and don’t
do any suspected moves by your head or eyes;
otherwise your exam will be terminated.

All the test materials are SCE copyright that cannot be
transferred and/ or copied by any means.

In the event of disconnection, the test will be terminated.
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e Frequently Asked Question Aaili AL @
e Q. What do I need to take a test? Soaiay) £ oY 4alial M ez u o

A desktop / laptop (NOT a tablet or mobile or Mac/Mac S dise o) (@) La sl 1 Slen ) Dsane jiguaS ol (ii€e jisneS @

0S), a built-in camera, a separate webcam or a mobile salS ol Aliadia g 1 jnalS ol daate | yulS s (Mac 05 /éle
camera, an internet connection, and a Zoom application (that O Alsen (Say) Zoom Gl s i EYL sl s cdisa
can be downloaded from https://zoom.us/download or o 91 https://zoom.us/download
https://d11yldzmag5yn.cloudfront.net/prod/5.1.2865 https://d11yldzmag5yn.cloudfront.net/prod/5.1.28
6.0709/ZoomlInstaller.exe?_x_zm_rtaid=CeuBqfbfQPC 656.0709/Zoomlnstaller.exe?_x_zm_rtaid=CeuBqf
Bzi8SKqoD1w.1595670021746.7ccd9e77e3259b0025c¢ bfQPCBzi8SKgoD1w.1595670021746.7ccd9e77e32
2d678d9640efb& x_zm_rhtaid=769). (59b0025¢c2d678d9640efb& x_zm_rhtaid=769).
Requirements cilkaiall Minimum (As9) aad) Recommended 4 (254l
381 Gl ¥ s lass £
Operating System Jsdall ol
e PC e  64-bit Windows 7 e  64-bit Windows 10
Storage At least 4GB free space At least 4GB free space
Al Y e el s £ 204 Aalise Y e ey lags £ 208 dalus
e Download speed: 1 Mbps e Download speed: > 2 Mbps
Internet e Upload speed: 512 Kbps e Upload speed: > 1 Mbps
iy 1 Mbps Jjill de e @ o Joyillde yui > 2 Mbps
512 Kbps dweaill 4 jus @ ®  Jwailldc yur > 1 Mbps
Administrator Privileges You must have Administrator Privileges on your computer to be able to install the
) 4 ga il i) test browser.
oSt ey (alal) (Administrator) i sae Sl e alail aa ga <l el dlial ¢ 66 of can
OlaieY) miial el yo Gl (e
e Q. Do all test takers get the same questions? ALY (udi o AN (patiial) gaad Juang R 1w @
No Y °
e Q. How can I be ready for the test? LA i) Al S s @
- Read all test policies and instructions sent in emails o 4o el SLEAYL aalal) Glalaill g 2o 8l area 3l 8-
Al OOLaY)
thoroughly Sl SOk

4 . [E fe
- Make sure your test account is activated ) Sl ki e S -

- Stay alone in a quiet room with a closed door Ll BAe] e e A2 (A e G -

- Set up your computer and chair in a comfortable. You are Ao g Y Ay 48y sy (s S5 sl @-'Aﬁiﬁ -
Al gl syl

el el i el e Sl -

Al Ll e Sl 5 i) Alia g e (38 -

going to use it for a long time
- Make sure that the power cable is secured

- Check the internet connection and make sure it is stable
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e Q. Do I need to do something on my computer?

Yes. Please do the following:
- Restart your computer 30 minutes before the exam time

- Close all unnecessary programs and all opened windows

- Make sure that the power cable is secured, and electricity
will not cut off during the test

- Check the internet connection and make sure it is stable

- Open the Zoom link sent to you on your email account
¥+ minutes before your test time

Q. What will happen if the exam time finished before |
completed all the questions?

The test session will close automatically when the time of
your test is over and all your answers will be saved
automatically.

Q. If the internet connection was off, what should | do?

The testing program will always try to reconnect you again.
It should be able to fix this issue and you can able to complete
your test.

Q. I restored my test session and got the following
message, “You have used all your testing trials.” What
does it mean?

Based on the testing policies, the number of your trials to
restore a session is limited. The message means that you have
exceeded the allowed number set by the School.

Q. If the electricity was off accidentally, what can | do?

You can’t log in again to your test to restore the test session
when the electricity is back.

Q. I got the following message, “Your session has been
canceled.” What does it mean?

Based on the testing policies, the proctor has the right to
cancel your test for many reasons such as you have been
idle for a long time or s/he can’t see you clearly.
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