
 

POLS4525 Global Political Economy 
(Spring 2021) 

 

Instructor: S. Javed Maswood     Office: HUSS 2008 

Email: javedmaswood@aucegypt.edu    Tel: 2615 1905 

Lectures: Mondays/Thursdays @ 11:30pm (Online) 

Office Hours: Email me for consultations on zoom. In all email communications, 
please remember to specify the course code or title. 

Aims and Objectives The objective of this course is to develop a better 
understanding of global political economy.  Global political economy deals with 
the international dimensions of politics and economics and, in this course, we 
take a historical approach to economic globalization. We will explore some of the 
key themes, issues and forces that have shaped relationships between states and 
markets. 

 

Expectations Learning is an interactive process and I encourage you to actively 
participate in class discussion.  Class participation will be well rewarded.  I assume 
you will come prepared to class having done some of the assigned reading.  Ask 
questions and be prepared to provide answers.  You will need to shed any 
inhibitions you have about speaking out and defending your views.  Remember 
that in the social sciences there are no right or wrong answers and it is the 
responsibility of each of us to seek out what for us is the correct answer.  This can 
only be done when we are comfortable enough to debate the issues.  I do not 
claim to know all the answers and my goal is for all of us to reach a higher plane 
of understanding based on a clash of ideas.  Attendance is not mandatory but if 



you miss too many classes, you will lose heavily on participation marks.  If you 
miss more than 6 classes/zoom sessions, you risk failing the course. 

Cheating and Plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assessment item.  
Heavier penalties may apply.   

 

Learning Outcomes At the end of this course, you should have the following 
learning outcomes: 

1. An understanding of contemporary economic globalization, including trade, 
finance and production. 

2. An understanding of differences between contemporary and earlier forms 
of globalization. 

3. An ability to analyze important issues in the global economy, such as 
inequality. 

4. An ability to write and defend a particular position with logical accuracy 
and evidence. 

 

Assessment This will be based on a combination of participation, written and a 
final take home exam. 

• Essay.  There will be three essays, each between 900-1000 words in length, 
excluding notes and bibliography. DO NOT EXCEED 1000 WORDS. Each of 
the essays will be worth 20 percent of total grades for the course. The first 
essay will be due on March 11, 2021. The 2nd essay will be due on March 25, 
and the third essay on April 22, 2001. Write each of the three essays on a 
lecture topic of your choice and must demonstrate research and analytical 
skills. It must also be well written and follow the normal requirement for a 
research paper.  My preference is for in-text citations, which should include 
the last name of author, year of publication, and page number in the 
following format (author, year: page) with a list of references at the end.   
The list of references must have, in order, last name, initials, year of 



publication, title of book or journal article, followed by publisher details or 
journal name.  Only use ebooks and ejournals in the library.  No web based 
sources, or lecture notes will be accepted.    YOU MAY USE WIKIPEDIA FOR 
BACKGROUND RESEARCH BUT USE ONLY THAT INFORMATION WHICH IS 
CORROBORATED IN THE PRINT MEDIUM.  DO NOT CITE WIKIPEDIA.   RELY 
ONLY ON PRINT SOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN REFEREED.  LECTURE NOTES 
ARE ALSO UNACCEPTABLE, AS ARE DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS.  
NOTE ALSO THAT PLAGIARISM IS A SERIOUS OFFENCE AND WILL RESULT 
IN DISCIPLINARY ACTION.   

• The essay will be graded for clarity of expression; research evidence; logical 
structure; and proper citation style. Be very mindful of what I am looking 
for in your essay. 

• There will be one final examination. This will be an in class exam, should 
that be a viable option, and will be worth 30 percent of the total mark.     

• Participation is voluntary but grade-relevant, worth 10 percent. There 
should be plenty of opportunity to provide input and you have to get out of 
your comfort zone. There are no marks allocated for attendance but please 
be aware of University’s attendance policy.  If you miss more than six zoom 
sessions in the course of the semester, you are advised to withdraw, failing 
which you may incur penalty that may include a grade of F for the course.  I 
do not take attendance every class but it is your responsibility to make 
sure you are marked present when I do take attendance.  No changes will 
be made to my attendance sheet afterwards. 

Assessment will be as follows: 

  Participation:    10 per cent 

  3 Essays @ 20 percent each: 60 per cent 

  Final exam:    30 per cent 

The grade cut-offs will be as follows: A (94 and above), A- (90-93), B+(87-
89), B (84-86), B- (80-83), C+ (77-79), C (74-76), C- (70-73), D+ (61-69), D 
(50-60). 



Lecture Topic and Readings 

GLOBALIZATION 

Week 1: Early Globalization and Collapse (Imperialism/Dependency) 

Daunton, M.J. (2007), Wealth and Welfare: An Economic and Social History 
of Britain, 1851-1951. Chapter 6. 

Week 2: Postwar Reconstruction and Bretton-Woods: Trade 

 Gilpin, R. (2001), Global Political Economy. Chapter 8. 

 Snarr, MT and Snarr, DN. (2002), Introducing Global Issues. Chapter 6. 

Week 3: Bretton-Woods and Global Finance 

 Gilpin, R. (2000), The Challenge of Global Capitalism, Chapter 5. 

 Frattiani (2001), Governing Global Finance, Chapters 6, 7 and 8. 

 Snarr, MT and Snarr DN. (2002), Introducing Global Issues. Chapter 7. 

Week 4: Contemporary Globalization: The Orthodoxy 

 Hirst, P and Thompson, G. (1996), Globalization in Question, Polity Press. 

Week 5: Contemporary Globalization: An Alternative 

 Maswood, S.J. (2021), in European Journal of International Relations. 

 

ISSUES IN GLOBAL POLITICAL ECONOMY 

Week 6: Russian Economic Transition and Recent Developments 

 Lane, D. (2007), The Transformation of State Socialism. 

Week 7: China in the Global Economy 

 Gao, S. (1996), China’s Economic Reform. Chapters 1 and 2. 



Week 8: Developing Countries After Debt Crisis 

 Gilpin, R. (2000), The Challenge of Global Capitalism. Chapter 5. 

Week 9: Japanese and East Asian Financial Crises 

 Maswood, S.J. (1999), Japan in Crisis. Chapter 1. 

Week 10: BRICS and Beyond 

 

FUTURE AGENDA 

Week 11: Environment and Climate Change 

 Snarr, MT and Snarr DN. (2002), Introducing Global Issues. Chapter 13. 

Week 12: Inequality 

 Stiglitz, J.(2012), The Price of Inequality. Chapter 10 

Norton, M.I. and Dan Ariely, ‘Building a Better America: One Wealth 
Quintile at a Time’, Perspectives on Psychological Science, Vol. 6, No. 1, 
2011. 

Week 13: Review 

 


