
 

POLS 4405 
Comparative Politics of Contemporary Africa 

Sean Lee 
Fall 2020 

Contact Information 

Instructor: Sean Lee – sean.lee@aucegypt.edu 
Location: Online 
Time: 10:00 am - 11:15 am – Mondays & Thursdays 
Teaching assistant: Norhan Amin – u14nahmed@aucegypt.edu 
Office: HUSS 2002 
Office Hours: over zoom by appointment (see Blackboard for link).  

Course Description 

This is a broad overview of politics on the African continent. Most such courses make 
a distinction between Africa north and south of the Sahara, but we will do our best 
to look at the continent as a whole. While we will focus our attention on 
contemporary African politics, the historical context is also extremely important, so 
we will spend some time looking at colonial and pre-colonial Africa as well.  

There are many ways of organizing such a course, but after we have set the historical 
context, we will approach the subject material thematically. Among the issues we 
will address are the politics of identity, the question of democracy and 
authoritarianism on the continent, the causes of conflict, the importance of ideology, 
the legacy of colonial institutions, and the political and economic roles of natural 
resources and foreign aid on the continent. While we will focus predominantly on 
the domestic politics of African countries, we will also take a look at Africa in the 
international realm, including the international aspect of local conflicts and Egypt’s 
place in Africa.  

Throughout the semester, we will think about whether African politics are distinctive 
from that of other regions and if so how. 

Learning Objectives 

The primary objective of this course is for students become familiar with and be able 
to apply theoretical concepts in the study of African politics. Students will also leave 
this course knowing at least one African country in relative depth and having learned 
about major theories and approaches to the study of African politics. This course 
also aims to develop students’ critical reading and thinking as well as writing skills 
with an emphasis on empirically-based argumentation and reasoning. An 
independent research paper, shorter response papers, and in-class discussions will 

mailto:sean.lee@aucegypt.edu
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all be used to evaluate student progress in developing these skills. At the end of the 
course students will be able to: 

• Explain major theories and concepts of the subfield of comparative politics as 
they relate to Africa 

• Use these theories and concepts to think and talk about politics critically 

• Demonstrate how institutions affect political outcomes 

• Explain different sources of political authority 

• Apply the above tools to critically evaluating examples of political science 
research.  

• Think about how empirical evidence matters to your own questions about 
politics  

Required Texts and Materials 

1. Cheeseman, Nic and Jonathan Fisher (2021). Authoritarian Africa: Repression, 
Resistance, and the Power of Ideas. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

You must also choose *one* of these biographies to read over the course of the 
semester (all of them are available online through the AUC library). This 
biography will form the basis of your first paper of the semester: 

• Bjerk, Paul. 2017. Julius Nyerere. Ohio Short Histories of Africa. Athens, Ohio: 
Ohio University Press. 

• Nzongola-Ntalaja, Georges. 2014. Patrice Lumumba. Ohio Short Histories of 
Africa. Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press.  

• Harsch, Ernest. 2014. Thomas Sankara: An African Revolutionary. Ohio Short 
Histories of Africa. Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press. 

• Mendy, Peter Karibe. 2019. Amilcar Cabral: Nationalist and Pan-Africanist 
Revolutionary. Ohio Short Histories of Africa. Athens, Ohio: Ohio University 
Press. 

• Selassie, Bereket Habte. 2014. Emperor Haile Selassie. Ohio Short Histories of 
Africa. Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press. 

All other course readings will be provided as PDFs on Blackboard. 

The reading load for this course is substantial, but you are not expected to memorize 
every word. I have included on Blackboard a folder of handouts that will help you 
navigate the reading load in order to understand the main points of a text, 
remember what you’ve read, and engage with the reading. I have also included a 
helpful handout that is specifically about how to read political science.    

Each week students will be required to complete and take notes on the required 
texts assigned. Completion of the required texts is necessary for active participation 
in the class. These texts will make essay research and writing easier and are essential 
for this course. 

http://libproxy.aucegypt.edu:2048/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/aucegypt/detail.action?docID=4865687
http://libproxy.aucegypt.edu:2048/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/aucegypt/detail.action?docID=1813359
http://libproxy.aucegypt.edu:2048/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/aucegypt/detail.action?docID=1813358
https://aucegypt.summon.serialssolutions.com/2.0.0/link?t=1611260879594
https://aucegypt.summon.serialssolutions.com/2.0.0/link?t=1611260879594
http://libproxy.aucegypt.edu:2048/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/aucegypt/detail.action?docID=1794570


3 

In addition to the required readings are some suggested readings that address other 
aspects of the debates, histories, or traditions covered in that week. These texts are 
not compulsory and do not necessarily have to be addressed in your work. That said, 
they can be useful for further essay research and writing. 

Students must do all of the assigned readings. 

Online Learning Format  

The format for this course is online, with part of the course taking place in real time 
on Zoom and part of it taking place asynchronously. The week’s lectures will be 
delivered by Panopto on Mondays. A link to them will be available through 
Blackboard each week by the scheduled meeting time. It is imperative that you 
watch these lectures (I can see whether you have or not), because the class 
discussions on the following Thursdays will be based on them as well as on the 
readings. The other asynchronous part of class will be to participate in the online 
discussion board, which will be done through Slack. Each week some students will be 
in charge of starting the discussion in the online forum as well as in the Zoom 
session, but each student is responsible for participating in the discussions each 
week. Failure to do so will result in a lower grade for participation.  

The second component of the course will be the live discussion sections on 
Thursdays. These will be live (or synchronous) and done through Zoom. You are 
expected to attend, and to also be on time and prepared. A schedule will be 
prepared to let you know which weeks you will be in charge of leading the 
discussion. For these sessions, unless you have special permission, you must have 
the camera on.  

Mondays: pre-recorded lectures and Slack message board 
Thursdays: live Zoom discussion sessions 

Online etiquette 

Since there will be a number of us present for class discussions, we need to respect 
some ground rules. First, I ask that everyone mute their microphone when you are 
not speaking. This will limit the amount of distracting background noises. Second, if 
you need someone to repeat something, please use the chat function for that. 
Finally, when you would like to speak, please use the raise hand function to signal 
that so I can call on you in turn.  

Privacy concerns are extremely important. To maintain our privacy as a class and as 
individuals, please do not record sessions (this goes for audio, video, and 
screenshots). The default is for cameras to be on, but if there is a good reason why 
you cannot have your camera on, please get in touch with me.  
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Assessment 
1. Introduction    05%  Feb 11 
2. Weekly annotations    15%  Every week 
3. Map quiz     05%  Feb 14  
4. Country expertise responses   25%  See below for schedule 
5. Paper on an African leader  15%  March 18 before class 
6. First draft & peer review  05%  May 19 by midnight 
7. Final Paper     20%  May 23 by 5pm  
8. Participation     10%  All the time! 

Important Notes Regarding Written Assignments: 

• All written assignments are due via Blackboard to the instructor at the 
beginning of class. 

• All written assignments are graded on both form and content. This means 
that you are graded both on what you argue as well as how you present your 
ideas and claims.  

• Students are required to include their name, course code, student number, 
and bibliography, including standard formatting written in Times New Roman, 
12pt font, and double-spaced.  

• Make sure to include correct referencing (in-text and in your bibliography) 
for any materials used from the readings. It is not important whether you use 
APA, MLA, Chicago, etc., but you must format consistently.  

• Do not exceed the assigned word/page count as indicated above.  

• Penalties and deductions for any limitations or discrepancies regarding the 
above for written assignments may be applied at the discretion of the instructor. 

Introduction 

Teaching and studying online is hard, in large part because it’s difficult to capture the 
same interaction that we have in person, which means it is hard to get to know you. 
In order to help that out, I ask that you write me a short introduction to let me get to 
know you a bit. Tell me about (for example) where you’re from, what your interests 
are, why you’re interested in African politics, what you’d like to do after university, 
and something interesting about yourself. Please include a picture of yourself, so I 
have a face to match with the name.   

Weekly annotations 

Each week, in order to make sure you are doing the readings, you are responsible for 
using Hypothesis to annotate the readings for the week. I have uploaded a 
demonstration of how to do this on blackboard. Your annotations are worth 1 point 
every week for a total of 15% of your grade. Over the course of the semester, you 
can miss annotations twice without penalty, not including the first week, so in order 
to get the full 15%, you will have to annotate at least 13 weeks worth of reading. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
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Think of this as a way of getting credit for taking notes on the readings, which you 
can use in your paper.   

Map quiz 

This quiz is all or nothing. Normally, I would have you take a pen and paper quiz on 
an actual map, but since that’s not possible, I ask that you do this online quiz. Take it 
as many times as it takes to get 90% correct or higher. Once you’ve gotten at least 
90%, send me a screenshot of your results in an email and tell me how many times 
you had to do it to succeed. Pay attention not just to the countries themselves, but 
try to remember their capital cities as well. If you really want to be ahead of the 
curve, you can also learn which countries were colonized by whom, as this 
information will be useful later! 

Country expertise responses 

At the beginning of the semester, you will choose an African country. Over the 
course of the semester, you will become our class expert on that country. I will 
provide a list of countries to choose from, but you cannot choose a country with 
which you already have a connection. So if you spent time in Cameroon as a kid, you 
can’t pick it. Everyone will have a different country. Once you have your country, you 
will write both your final paper and your periodic responses about that country. You 
will be expected to relate the common readings we are doing together with your 
own country, but you will also be expected to do your own research on your country. 
I will provide some basic histories of the countries that you can use.   

The first response is obligatory and cannot be made up. After that, you will write 4 
more responses of the remaining 5, which means you can miss 1 (and only 1!) over 
the course of the semester without any penalty. Since you can miss one without 
penalty, there will be no make up assignments for these.  

Use the course readings and your own research to answer the following questions in 
500-700 words (no more and no less -- with the exception of assignment number 1, 
which does not have to be 500 words long). When using course readings or research 
materials, make sure to cite all your sources. These response papers are due before 
class on the due date. 

1. Identify five news sources that provide reliable reporting or information about 
politics and economics in your country. Briefly describe each of these sources, and 
explain who writes them, why they are valid sources of information, and how you 
could use them as sources for your research this semester. (Deadline: Feb 18) 

2. Based on the course readings and your own research into your country’s political 
history, how did colonization change politics in your country? Was your country 
governed by direct rule or indirect rule? What changes to political institutions arose 
as a result? (Deadline: March 4) 

3. What political system did your country adopt after decolonization? What were the 
main tensions and challenges that arose after independence? How did the country’s 
post-independence leadership address these challenges? (Deadline: March 25) 

https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3163
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4. Is your country a democracy today? Why or why not? How has its democratic status 
changed over the past two decades? (Deadline: April 18) 

5. What are the main identity cleavages in your country? What policies and institutions 
are in place in order to address ethnic tensions? Are these institutions and policies 
effective? (Deadline: May 3) 

6. How would you define the state of your country’s economy? How have its human 
development core indicators change over the past two decades? What are the main 
contributors to this positive / negative trend? (Deadline: May 20) 

African leader paper 

At the beginning of the semester, in addition to choosing a country to work on, you will 
also choose an African leader whose biography you will read. The options on offer are 
Hailie Selassie, Thomas Sankara, Patrice Lumumba, Julius Nyerere, and Amilcar Cabral. 
These biographies are available online through the library, and I have provided links to 
them above.  

After reading the biography of the leader of your choosing, you will then engage with 
the readings of week 7 in order to discuss how the literature that we read on 
personalistic rule applies, or doesn’t, to the leader you read about. This paper should be 
around 1000-1200 words long and should address the ideas discussed in the readings 
provided. A very good essay would include some of the suggested readings as well.  

Final paper 

You will write a paper (1400-1600 words) that addresses at least one of the themes we 
have studied over the course of the semester in relation to the country you have 
become an expert on. How do the theories and questions discussed in the literature we 
have read together fit your case? Does your country challenge some of the ideas and 
theories discussed or does it fit the larger pattern? How does your country help us think 
about African politics more generally?  

Participation 

Participation is tricky in an online setting, but in order to make our discussions as lively 
and to make sure everyone comes to class prepared to discuss, a full 10% of your grade 
is composed of participation. Participation happens in a couple of different ways. First, 
you need to show up to the synchronous Zoom sessions prepared to discuss the 
readings. I expect everyone to have something to say each session. The second way is 
through our Slack channel. If you haven’t used Slack before, it’s a cross between 
whatsapp and a message board. I will send you instructions for how to set up Slack if you 
haven’t used it before. Each week there will be a different thread for that week’s 
discussion, and one of you will be in charge of animating the discussion for the week. I 
suggest coming up with discussion questions that occur to you as you do the reading. 
Likewise, when someone else is in charge, you will be responsible for participating in the 
online discussion.  
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Grade Scale 
 
A  93+   C+ 77-79     
A-  90-92   C 73-76 
B+ 87-89   C- 70-72 
B 83-86   D 60-66 
B- 80-82   D+ 67-69 
    F   59 and below 

Grading Policies 

The instructor reserves the right to refuse any late assignments. If the instructor 
accepts a late assignment without a justified excuse, a full 3.5% will be deducted for 
each day the assignment is late. The grade that you receive at the end of the 
semester is the sum of grades received for your completed coursework and 
participation. This is not negotiable and no additional coursework will be provided 
for extra credit. Grades are not altered based on a curve. 

If you believe that there is a problem with your grade on an assignment or exam, 
there are two avenues to pursue this: 

1. If the problem is mathematical (e.g. the points were added up incorrectly), then 
please signal the problem to me after class so we can look at it together and then 
follow up with an email reminding me of the issue.   

2. If there is a dispute over substance, then you must write up a report making your 
case based on the assignment prompt or exam question, the syllabus, and your 
assignment or exam itself. Reference to other students’ papers or grades will not be 
considered. Once you have written up your case and sent it to me by email with the 
original, marked-up assignment or exam, I will then regrade the assignment or exam 
in question. Please keep in mind that the new grade may be lower than the original. 

Absence Policy 

No attendance mark is assigned in this course. However, the following policies will 
be strictly adhered to:  

• Students are expected to attend the online discussion sessions, watch pre-
recorded lectures AND take part regularly in class discussions (on Zoom and 
on Slack), showing knowledge of – and engagement with – the essential 
readings. Students who are present in class but are unable or unwilling to 
contribute to the class discussions or are otherwise distracted (for instance 
by using their mobile devices during the session), will have marks deducted 
or be considered as absent at the discretion of the instructor. 

• Students who, without a valid justification, arrive to class more than 5 
minutes late or leave more than 5 minutes early without permission will be 
considered as absent. 
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• Students unable to attend class for justifiable reasons should contact the 
instructor ideally before class, and in any case no later than seven days after 
the missed class. Only serious and documented family or health emergencies 
and documented participation in formal AUC activities will be accepted as 
valid justifications. The procedure for correct documentation of such 
absences is outlined in the university-wide attendance policy.  

• Unexcused absence in at least THREE weeks, and absence with or without 
valid justification in at least FIVE weeks, will result in an automatic “F” grade.  

Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to commit to the principles of academic integrity. 

Teaching is based on a relation of mutual trust between the teacher and the 
students. When we research, we use other people’s work to help develop our own: 
this is an essential part of the academic world. However, when you use someone 
else’s work, you must cite it. This lets the reader know which parts of the work are 
your own, and which parts come from other sources. What that means it that 
anytime you draw from someone’s ideas or use their actual words, you must give the 
name of the author and the book in proper citation form.   

All students are expected to be familiar with the AUC code of practice on academic 
integrity which is available online:  

http://in.aucegypt.edu/auc-academics/academic-integrity/academic-integrity-
students  

Please pay particular attention to the regulations on plagiarism, collaborative work, 
and falsification of signatures. All breaches of the code of practice will be acted upon 
promptly and firmly, resulting at least in a zero for the relevant assignment and 
possibly in further action being taken by the instructor, depending on the severity of 
the offense.  

If in doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism, do not hesitate to contact the 
instructor.  

Disability Resource Center  

If you believe that you are differently-abled/have a disability that impacts your 
studies, or you have documentation of such, please contact the instructor as soon as 
possible. The instructor is happy to hear from you even if you do not have a formal 
proof; however, you may be asked to provide a note from the AUC Disability Services 
(http://in.aucegypt.edu/student-life/student-well-being/disability-services) when 
your condition requires substantial adjustments (e.g. to the structure of the exams, 
etc.).  

http://in.aucegypt.edu/auc-academics/academic-integrity/academic-integrity-students
http://in.aucegypt.edu/auc-academics/academic-integrity/academic-integrity-students
http://in.aucegypt.edu/auc-academics/academic-integrity/academic-integrity-students
http://in.aucegypt.edu/student-life/student-well-being/disability-services
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Academic Freedom and Intellectual Interaction 

In this course you will deal with a number of topics that are often controversial. You 
are free to offer the class any disagreement you may have with the readings or 
lecture. You will not be penalized for disagreeing with other students, the readings 
or the instructor, but your perspective must be based on documentable evidence 
from the course or other readings. Freedom of speech and ideas is a basic principle 
of academic life (and of universal human rights), and every student will have a 
chance to express her/his opinion as long as it is voiced in a respectful manner. 
However, varied points of view must be expressed in a manner that is sensitive to 
differences in abilities, ethnicity, religion, gender, and lifestyle, and should not be 
expressed so as to be perceived as a personal attack. In short, respect for others’ 
differences is one of the most important prerequisites for us working together in this 
course. 

Syllabus Change Policy 

This syllabus is only a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced 
notice. 

Course Schedule 

Week 1: Introduction to the course and to African politics 

Monday, 1 February & Thursday 4 February 

Required reading (and viewing): 

1. Wainaina, Binyavanga. 2005. “How to Write About Africa.” Granta, 2005. [4 
pages of text]. 

2. Dunn, Kevin C., and Pierre Englebert. 2019. “Why African Politics Matter.” In 
Inside African Politics, 2nd edition. Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc. [11 pages of 
text]. 

3. Grovogui, Siba N’Zatioula. 2020. “By Ignoring African Leaders, the West 
Paved the Way for Chaos in Libya.” Foreign Policy, November 20, 2020. 

4. Davidson, Basil. 2004. “Just Plain Nonsense …’ and After.” In The African 
Genius. Athens: Ohio University Press. [6 pages of text]. 

5. Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. 2009. “The Danger of a Single Story.” Video. [18 
minutes]. 

Suggested Reading:  

Green, Toby. 2020. “Africa, in its Fullness.” Aeon. 
https://aeon.co/essays/liberating-the-precolonial-history-of-africa  

 Seay, Laura. 2012. “How not to write about Africa.” Foreign Policy.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://aeon.co/essays/liberating-the-precolonial-history-of-africa


10 

Chazan, Naomi, Robert A. Mortimer, Donald Rothchild, Peter Lewis, and 
Stephen John Stedman. 1999. “The Diversity of African Politics: Trends and 
Approaches.” In Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa, 3rd edition. 
Boulder, Colo: Palgrave. pp. 5-34. 

Young, Crawford. 2012. “A Half Century of African Independence: Three 
Cycles of Hope and Disappointment.” In The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty 
Years of Independence, 1960–2010. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
pp. 3-31.  

Week 2: Pre-colonial Africa and the Slave trade 

Monday, 8 February & Thursday 11 February 

Required reading: 

1. Boahen, A. Adu. 1987. “The Eve of the Colonial Conquest and Occupation.” In 
African Perspectives on Colonialism. The Johns Hopkins Symposia in 
Comparative History 15th. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. [25 
pages of text]. 

2. Herbst, Jeffrey. 2014. “Power and Space in Precolonial Africa.” In States and 
Power in Africa, 2nd edition. Princeton: Princeton University Press. pp. 35-57. 
[21 pages of text]. 

3. Iliffe, John. 2007. “The Atlantic Slave Trade.” In Africans: The History of a 
Continent. London: Cambridge University Press. [21 pages of text] 

4. Rodney, Walter. 1982. “The European Slave Trade as a Basic Factor in African 
Underdevelopment.” In How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Washington, 
D.C: Howard University Press. pp. 95–103. [9 pages of text]. 

Suggested Reading: 

Nunn, Nathan. 2008. “The Long-Term Effects of Africa’s Slave Trades.” 
Quarterly Journal of Economics. 123(1): 139-176. 

Fauvelle, François-Xavier. 2018. “Introduction.” In The Golden Rhinoceros: 
Histories of the African Middle Ages. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
pp. 1–15. 

Davidson, Basil. 2004. The African Genius. Athens: Ohio University Press. pp. 
28-41. [14 pages of text] 

 

 

Week 3: The Scramble for Africa and Colonialism 

Monday, 15 February & Thursday 18 February 

Required reading: 
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1. Mamdani, Mahmood. 2018. “Decentralized Despotism.” In Citizen and 
Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. [25 pages of text]. 

2. Ranger, Terence. 1997. “The Invention of Tradition in Colonial Africa.” In 
Perspectives on Africa: A Reader in Culture, History and Representation, 
edited by Roy Richard Grinker and Christopher B. Steiner. Oxford: Blackwell. 
pp. 597–612. [15 pages of text]. 

3. Young, Crawford. 2017. “The Heritage of Colonialism.” In Africa in World 
Politics, edited by John W. Harbeson and Donald Rothchild, 6th ed., 9–26. 
London: Routledge. [18 pages of text].  

Suggested Reading:  

Iliffe, John. 2007. “Colonial Invasion.” In Africans: The History of a Continent. 
London: Cambridge University Press. [26 pages of text]. 

Week 4: Colonialism and its consequences 

Monday, February 22 & Thursday February 25 

Required reading: 

1. Cheeseman, Nicholas, and Jonathan Fisher. 2019. “Chapter 1: The Defeat of 
Democracy.” Authoritarian Africa: Repression, Resistance, and the Power of 
Ideas. Oxford University Press. [15 pages of text]. 

2. Rodney, Walter. 1997. “The Supposed Benefits of Colonialism to Africa.” In 
Perspectives on Africa: A Reader in Culture, History and Representation, 
edited by Roy Richard Grinker and Christopher B. Steiner. Oxford: Blackwell. 
pp. 585-596. [12 pages of text]. 

3. Ekeh, Peter P. 1975. “Colonialism and the Two Publics in Africa: A Theoretical 
Statement.” Comparative Studies in Society and History, 17 (1): 91–112. [21 
pages of text]. 

4. Cooper, Frederick. 2002. “Ending Empire and Imagining the Future.” In Africa 
since 1940: The Past of the Present, Reprinted, 66–84. New Approaches to 
African History. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. [19 pages of text].  

5. Getachew, Adom. 2020. “What Does Independence Look Like? Images From 
the Year of Africa.” The New York Times, February 7, 2020, sec. World. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/06/world/africa/africa-
independence-year.html. [Choose ONE of the pieces in this collection to 
read.] 
 

Suggested Reading:  

Amin, Samir. 1972. “Underdevelopment and Dependence in Black Africa-
Origins and Contemporary Forms.” The Journal of Modern African Studies 10 
(4): 503–24. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/06/world/africa/africa-independence-year.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/06/world/africa/africa-independence-year.html
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Week 5: The Post-Colonial State 

Monday, March 1 & Thursday March 4 

Required reading: 

1. Tilly, Charles. 1992. “Soldiers and States in 1990.” In Coercion, Capital, and 
European States, AD 990–1992. Hoboken. Wiley-Blackwell. [34 pages of text].  

2. Herbst, Jeffrey I. 2000. “The Challenge of State-Building in Africa.” In States 
and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control. Princeton 
Studies in International History and Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ. 
Press. [23 pages]. 

3. Boone, Catherine. 2003. “Introduction.” In Political Topographies of the 
African State: Territorial Authority and Institutional Choice, 1st ed. Cambridge 
University Press. [10 pages of text]. 

4. Englebert, Pierre. 2009. “The Resilience of the African State.” In Africa: Unity, 
Sovereignty, and Sorrow. Boulder, Colo: Lynne Rienner Publishers. [10 pages 
of text]. 

Suggested Reading:  

Jackson, Robert H., and Carl G. Rosberg. 1982. “Why Africa’s Weak States 
Persist: The Empirical and the Juridical in Statehood.” World Politics, 35 (1): 
1–24. [24 pages of text]. 

Mazrui, Ali A. 1977. “Armed Kinsmen and the Origins of the State.” Journal of 
Asian and African Studies 12 (1–4): 7–19. 

Week 6: Ideology and politics 

Monday, March 8 & Thursday March 11 

Required reading: 

1. Nyerere, Julius K. 1968. “The Arusha Declaration.” In Ujamaa - Essays on 
Socialism. London: Oxford University Press. 

2. Scott, James C. 1999. Seeing like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve 
the Human Condition Have Failed. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press. 
[52 pages of text].  

Suggested Reading: 

Schneider, Leander. 2007. “High on Modernity? Explaining the Failings of 
Tanzanian Villagisation.” African Studies. 66 (1): 9–38.  

Hyden, Goran. 1980. “CHAPTER 4 Small Goes into Hiding: Peasants and 
Ujamaa.” In Beyond Ujamaa in Tanzania. New York: Heinemann. 
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Nugent, Paul. 2004. “‘Ism Schisms’: African Socialism and Home-Grown 
Capitalism, 1960-85.” In Africa Since Independence: A Comparative History. 
New York: Palgrave Macmillan.` 

Getachew, Adom. 2019. “A Political Theory of Decolonization.” In 
Worldmaking after Empire: The Rise and Fall of Self-Determination. 
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Week 7: Personalist Rule in Africa 

Monday, March 15 & Thursday March 18 

Required reading (and watching): 

1. Cheeseman, Nicholas, and Jonathan Fisher. 2019. “Chapter 5: Authoritarian 
Rule 2.0.” Authoritarian Africa: Repression, Resistance, and the Power of 
Ideas. Oxford University Press. [23 pages of text]. 

2. Hyden, Goran. 2013. “Big Man Rule.” In African Politics in Comparative 
Perspective, 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [20 pages of 
text] 

3. Christensen, Darin, and David D. Laitin. 2019. “The Charismatic Founders and 
Their Dreams.” In African States since Independence: Order, Development, 
and Democracy. Yale University Press. [18 pages of text]. 

Suggested Reading: 

Jackson, Robert H., and Carl G. Rosberg. 1984. “Personal Rule: Theory and 
Practice in Africa.” Comparative Politics. 16 (4): 421–42. 

Jackson, Robert H, and Carl G. Rosberg. 1982. Personal Rule in Black Africa: 
Prince, Autocrat, Prophet, Tyrant. University of California Press. 

Schatzberg, Michael G. 2001. “Metaphor and Matrix.” In Political Legitimacy 
in Middle Africa: Father, Family, Food. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

Bratton, Michael, and Nicholas van de Walle. 1997. “Neopatrimonial Rule in 
Africa.” In Democratic Experiments in Africa: Regime Transitions in 
Comparative Perspective. Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [29 pages of text]. 

Film: General Idi Amin Dada: A Self Portrait. 

Week 8: Democracy, regime type, and violence 

Monday, March 22 & Thursday March 25 

Required reading: 

1. Cheeseman, Nicholas, and Jonathan Fisher. 2019. Chapter 2 in Authoritarian 
Africa: Repression, Resistance, and the Power of Ideas. Oxford University 
Press.  
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2. Dunn, Kevin C., and Pierre Englebert. 2019. “Regime Types Across the 
Spectrum.” In Inside African Politics, 2nd edition. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne 
Rienner Publishers, Inc. [32 pages of text]. 

3. De Smedt, Johan. 2009. “‘No Raila, No Peace!’ Big Man Politics and Election 
Violence at the Kibera Grassroots.” African Affairs 108 (433): 581–98. [18 
pages of text]. 

Suggested Reading: 

de Waal, Alex. (2013) “The Theory and Practice of Meles Zenawi,” African 
Affairs, Vol. 112, No. 446, pp. 148-55. 

Chabal, Patrick and Jean-Pascal Daloz (1999) “The Political 
Instrumentalization of Disorder,” Africa Works: Disorder as Political 
Instrument. London: James Currey, pp. 141-63. 

Week 9: Ethnicity and identity 

Monday, March 29 & Thursday, April 1 

Required reading: 

1. Waal, A. de. 2005. “Who Are the Darfurians? Arab and African Identities, 
Violence and External Engagement.” African Affairs 104 (415): 181–205. [25 
pages of text]. 

2. Young, Crawford. 2012. “Africanism, Nationalism, and Ethnicity.” In The 
Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of Independence, 1960–2010. 
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. pp. 291–333. [43 pages of text]. 

3. Onoma, Ato Kwamena. 2020. “Xenophobia’s Contours During an Ebola 
Epidemic: Proximity and the Targeting of Peul Migrants in Senegal.” African 
Studies Review 63 (2): 353–74. 

Suggested Reading: 

Horowitz, Donald. (1971). “Three Dimensions of Ethnic Politics.” World 
Politics. Vol 23, No. 2. pp. 232-244.  

Posner, Daniel N. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why 
Chewas and Tumbukas Are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi.” The 
American Political Science Review. 98 (4): 529–45. [17 pages of text]. 

Week 10: Violence and the state  

Monday, April 5 & Thursday, April 8 

Required reading: 

1. Reno, William. 2011. “Evolving Warfare.” In Warfare in Independent Africa, 
1–36. New Approaches to African History 5. Cambridge ; New York: 
Cambridge University Press. [36 pages]   
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2. Pinaud, Clémence. 2021. “The SPLA and the Making of an Ethnic Dinka Army, 
1983-2005.” In War and Genocide in South Sudan. Cornell University Press. 

3. Smith, Nicholas Rush. 2015. “Rejecting Rights: Vigilantism and Violence in 
Post-Apartheid South Africa.” African Affairs 114 (456): 341–60. [20 pages of 
text].  

Suggested Reading: 

Fearon, James and David Laitin. (2003). “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” 
American Political Science Review. Vol. 97, No. 1, pp. 75-90. 

Snyder, Jack and Robert Jervis. (1999) “Civil War and the Security Dilemma.” 
Walter, Barbara and Jack Snyder (eds.) Civil Wars, Insecurity and Intervention. 
New York: Columbia University Press. pp. 15-37. 

Week 11: International aspects of conflict 

Monday, April 12 & Thursday April 15 

Required reading 

1. Autesserre, Séverine. 2012. “Dangerous Tales: Dominant Narratives on the 
Congo and Their Unintended Consequences.” African Affairs 111 (443): 202–
22. [21 pages of text]. 

2. Du Bois, W. E. B. 1915. “The African Roots of War.” Monthly Review 24 (11): 
28.  

3. Lake, Milli May. 2018. “Law in Unforeseen Places.” In Strong NGOs and Weak 
States: Pursuing Gender Justice in the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
South Africa, 3–32. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [30 pages of 
text]. 

4. Turse, Nick. 2020. “How One of the Most Stable Nations in West Africa 
Descended Into Mayhem.” The New York Times, October 15, 2020, sec. 
Magazine. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/magazine/burkina-faso-
terrorism-united-states.html. 

Suggested reading 

Reno, William. 2015. “Lost in Transitions: Civil War Termination in Sub-
Saharan Africa.” The American Historical Review 120 (5): 1798–1810. [13 
pages of text]. 

Week 12: Africa in the international system 

Monday, April 19 & Thursday April 22 

Required reading 

1. Clapham, Christopher S. 1996. “The International Politics of Insurgency.” In 
Africa and the International System: The Politics of State Survival. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. [36 pages of text]. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/magazine/burkina-faso-terrorism-united-states.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/magazine/burkina-faso-terrorism-united-states.html


16 

2. Ba, Oumar. 2020. “Contested Meanings: Timbuktu and the Prosecution of 
Destruction of Cultural Heritage as War Crimes.” African Studies Review 63 
(4): 743–62. [11 pages of text]. 

3. Cheeseman, Nicholas, and Jonathan Fisher. 2019. Chapter 4 in Authoritarian 
Africa: Repression, Resistance, and the Power of Ideas. Oxford University 
Press. [20 pages].  

 

*** 25 April-2 May 2021: SPRING BREAK *** 

Week 13: Egypt in Africa 

Monday, May 3 

Required reading 

1. Abdel Nasser, Gamal. 1955. The Philosophy of the Revolution. Cairo: 
Mondiale. pp. 68-72. 

2. Ismael, Tareq Y. 1971. The U.A.R. in Africa.: Egypt’s Policy under Nasser. 
Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press. 

3. International Crisis Group. 2019. “Executive Summary.” Bridging the Gap in 
the Nile Waters Dispute. 271. https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-
africa/ethiopia/271-bridging-gap-nile-waters-dispute. 

Suggested reading 

Mazrui, Ali A. 1992. “Afrabia: Africa and the Arabs in the New World Order.” 
Ufahamu: 20 (3): 51–62. 

Week 14: Migration and Refugees 

Monday, May 10 & Thursday May 13 

Required reading 

1. Onoma, Ato Kwamena. 2013. “Introduction.” In Anti-Refugee Violence and 
African Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [25 pages of text]. 

2. Norman, Kelsey P. 2020. Reluctant Reception: Refugees, Migration and 
Governance in the Middle East and North Africa. 1st ed. Cambridge University 
Press. [Read Ch. 2 and then either Ch. 3 OR Ch. 4]. 

Suggested reading 

Salih, Tayeb. 2009 [1966]. Season of Migration to the North. New York: New 
York Review of Books. 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/271-bridging-gap-nile-waters-dispute
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/271-bridging-gap-nile-waters-dispute
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Week 15: Economy and Aid 

Monday, May 17 & Thursday May 20 

Required reading  

1. Cheeseman, Nicholas, and Jonathan Fisher. 2019. Chapter 3 in Authoritarian 
Africa: Repression, Resistance, and the Power of Ideas. Oxford University 
Press. [12 pages of text].  

2. French, Howard W. 2010. “The Next Empire.” The Atlantic, 2010. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/05/the-next-
empire/308018/. 

3. Adesina, Jimi O., Andrew M. Fischer, and Nimi Hoffmann. 2021. “Reflections 
on Aid and Regime Change in Ethiopia: A Response to Cheeseman.” 
CODESRIA Bulletin Online 1 (January). 

4. Cheeseman, Nic. 2020. “The Conflict in Ethiopia Calls into Question 
Authoritarian Aid.” Carnegie Europe, December. 
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/12/22/conflict-in-ethiopia-calls-into-
question-authoritarian-aid-pub-83515. 

Suggested reading 

wa Thiong'o, Ngũgĩ. 2007. Wizard of the Crow. New York: Anchor.   

 
Power, Marcus, and Giles Mohan. 2010. “Towards a Critical Geopolitics of 
China’s Engagement with African Development.” Geopolitics 15 (3): 462–95.  

 

Topics for further exploration 

A course like this is limited by time, which means that there are many topics that we 
won’t be able to cover this semester. However, that does not make them any less 
important and worthy of our attention. While some of the readings touch on this 
topic (e.g. Reno and Cooper), we could have spent much more time covering African 
struggles for decolonization and social movements more broadly. Likewise, we touch 
on questions of political economy and development, but more attention could also 
have been spent on that topic. Other topics include the question of land, the role of 
traditional “chiefs,” gender politics on the continent, the role of civil society, etc. etc. 
In any case, I hope that this course whets your appetite and pushes you to learn 
more about the continent we live on.  

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/05/the-next-empire/308018/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/05/the-next-empire/308018/
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/12/22/conflict-in-ethiopia-calls-into-question-authoritarian-aid-pub-83515
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2020/12/22/conflict-in-ethiopia-calls-into-question-authoritarian-aid-pub-83515

