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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
PS3620 Spring 2018 

 
Prof. Holly Oberle 

HUSS 2023 
holly.oberle@aucegypt.edu 

Ext. 1907 
 

TA: Zane Larwood (zlarwood@aucegypt.edu) 
Class Sessions:  M/R 10:00-11:15 Waleed C145 
Office Hours:  Mondays 8:30-10 am; Thursdays 11:15 am-12:45 pm 
 
You MUST book an appointment with me if you want to see me during office hours.  This helps me 
stay organized and make the most of our time together.  Please use the following link:  
https://oberle.youcanbook.me/.  Please be one time and cancel if you cannot make it.  Walk-in 
appointments will only be accepted if your request is simple and will only take less than 5 minutes.  
Meetings can be arranged outside my office hours via email. 
 
 
International Relations is, broadly, the study of how states interact with one another.  But even more broadly, this 
course is designed to give students a more informed way to make sense of the world around you.  The course aims to 
give you the historical background and the theoretical framework to analyze and critique the practices and events of 
global politics.  Topics include but are not limited to war and peace, anarchy, sovereignty, state-building, colonialism, 
and the United Nations.  Ultimately, the goal of the course is to link historical events with current challenges, using IR 
theory and definition to make those links.   
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, you will:	
				 
1) know and describe the key definitions and concepts in IR such as the prisoner's dilemma and the balance 

of power. 
2) Understand the main theoretical schools of thought in the discipline, the events that gave rise to the 

different theories, and the explanatory power of each theory.   
3) Compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of each theory. 
4) Apply the theoretical approaches to some of the key historical events of the 20th century as well as 

contemporary events, 
 
 

COURSE MANAGEMENT 
You will receive invitations to view the Google Drive folder.  The syllabus and all other important 
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documents, including some of the readings, will be shared with you using Google Drive.  Please take 
your time to familiarize yourself with Google Drive.  I DO NOT use Blackboard.  The preferred 
communication between students and the professor is through email.  Changes and updates to the 
course schedule will be communicated through email, and reflected on the Google Drive folder.  All 
changes will be announced in class as well.  It is your responsibility to check the Google Drive often. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Components: 
History exam                                25% 
Blog Contributions (3 total)         15% (5% each) 
Research paper                             30% 
Final exam                                    25% 
Participation       5% 

 

 
 
History exam: a short exam will be taken in class after the first section to test your knowledge of the concepts 
discussed in Section 1. This exam will include short answer questions and some short open questions. The exam will 
be based on the essential readings of this section of the course.

Three Blog Contributions: Together, we will be creating an online “magazine” which discusses current events and 
their connection to history.  Students are required to regularly read Foreign Policy (www.foreignpolicy.com).  Some of 
the most important IR scholars are bloggers on this site.  I hope to create our own version of Foreign Policy in this 
class, with YOU as the scholars.  Students will be required to read each other's articles in the magazine and comment.  
The goal is to encourage the class to continue the conversation outside the classroom, and to write shorter research 
articles for a wide audience.  You will be graded based mostly on the content of your article, the accuracy of your 
research and the clarity of your argument, but also on the presentation style of your article, including layout, photos, 
and links.  The details of this assignment and the deadlines for each article will be discussed in due course. 
 
Final exam: an exam will be taken at the end of the course covering sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 during the regularly 
scheduled exam (May 17 - 22). This exam will be based on open questions of varying length. 
 
Research paper:  a research paper must be submitted by Monday April 15th via Google Docs. (the date is provisional 
and subject to change depending on whether the term will proceed without interruptions). 
The paper must be 2000-3000 words. 
Your research paper will be an expanded version of one of your magazine articles.  While the blog article is meant to 
briefly but comprehensively discuss contemporary issues in global politics to a wide audience, the research paper is 
meant to go into more detail with an academic audience in mind.  This is what actual IR scholars do—they write long 
research papers for other academics, but they also write shorter articles on the Internet for a general audience.  
The paper must include at least 7 academic references (journal articles, chapters in edited books, 
academic books, etc.) on the top of any essential course reading (any reading listed below). The penalty for late 
assignments is a third of a letter grade penalty for the first 24 hours late (a B+ paper will be downgraded to a B for 
example), another third of a letter grade for an additional 24 hours, after 48 hours the paper will receive an F. 
The first page of each paper must include the student’s name and ID number, and the essay body must be 12-point 
font, double-spaced and include page numbers.  The essay must also include a bibliography and acknowledge sources 
appropriately. 

You must turn in your paper as a Google Doc before the deadline.  You must share with ME as well as 
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my TA, Zane Larwood (zlarwood@aucegypt.edu).  Please name the file using the following conventions: 
 FIRSTNAME_SURNAME_PS3620S18Research 
 HOLLY_OBERLE_PS3620S18Research 

 
Participation: 
According to University policy, students who miss more than the equivalent of three weeks of class can be penalized.  
You are allowed to miss up to three weeks of class without penalty for any reason whatsoever.  Please do not email 
me if you are planning to use one of your “free” absences as these are your right to take and I do not need to know 
why you are taking them.  I only need to know if, for reasons of a major sickness or family emergency, you will need 
to take MORE than three weeks of absences.  If you miss more than three weeks worth of class without a documented, 
verifiable, and qualified excuse (qualified excuses are major illnesses or major family emergency), you will be given 
an automatic “F.”  It is your responsibility to keep track of your own attendance; please email my TA Zane Larwood 
if you have questions about your attendance.  Your participation grade will based on your missing less than three 
weeks of class and contributing regularly and substantially during class discussion, demonstrating that you read the 
required reading and you thought about the reading in depth before you came to class.  Participation is based on 
quality not quantity.  Participation will also be based on students regularly reading and commenting on other students' 
blog articles.   
 

Grade scale: 
 
Letter grade Percentage Letter 

grade 
Percentag
e 

Letter grade Percentag
e 

A 93+ B- 80-82 D+ 67-69 
A- 90-92 C+ 77-79 D 60-66 
B+ 87-89 C 73-76 F Below 60 
B 83-86 C- 70-72   

 
 
BEHAVIOR IN CLASS 
 

● Students are expected to attend the classes (including rescheduled ones taking place in days other than 
Mondays and Thursdays) AND show knowledge of – and engagement with – the essential readings, 
that need to be read before the relevant class.  

● Students who, without a valid justification, arrive to class more than 10’ late, leave more than 10’ early 
or leave the teaching room repeatedly during the session will be considered as absent. 

● Students are expected to refrain from using their mobile phones during class.  Students may use a 
laptop or tablet in class but these devices are to be used for taking notes or referring to the reading 
ALONE, NOT to browse the internet or use social media.  If students are repeatedly using their laptops 
for anything other than classroom activities, I reserve the right to revoke laptop privileges. 

● If an attendance sheet is circulated in class, each student is expected to sign only for him/herself. 
Falsifying signatures is considered by AUC as a breach of academic integrity and the student(s) 
involved in this practice will be immediately referred to the AUC Academic Integrity Committee. 

● Students are expected to maintain the highest form of academic integrity and honesty at all times and 
through all assignments.  Any suspected act that violates AUC's policy on academic integrity will be 
referred to the Academic Actions Committee for review.  Violation of these policies could result in an 
“F” for an assignment or for the entire course, as per departmental and university policy. 

● Students are expected to refrain from using their mobile phones during class.  Students may use a 
laptop or tablet in class but these devices are to be used for taking notes or referring to the reading 
ALONE, NOT to browse the internet or use social media.  If students are repeatedly using their laptops 



PS3609 – Spring 2018 

 

for anything other than classroom activities, I reserve the right to revoke laptop privileges. 
 

BLENDED LEARNING 
 

This course will be administered through Google Drive.  You must check these resources regularly in order to stay 
up to date.  Please check the site BEFORE emailing me with questions about the course readings, deadlines and 
assignments.  Emails that ask questions that are easily answered by checking the Google Drive will be ignored. 

 
 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND INTELLECTUAL INTERACTION 
 

In this course you will deal with a number of topics that are often controversial. You are free to offer the class 
any disagreement you may have with the readings or lecture. You will NOT be penalized for disagreeing with 
other students, the readings or the instructor, but your perspective must be based on documentable evidence from 
the course or other readings. Freedom of speech and ideas is a basic principle of academic life (and of universal 
human rights) and every student will have a chance to express her/his opinion as long as it is voiced in a 
respectful manner. However, varied points of view must be expressed in a manner that is sensitive to differences 
in abilities, ethnicity, religion, gender and lifestyle, and should not be expressed so as to be perceived as a 
personal attack. In short, respect for others’ differences is one of the most important prerequisites for us working 
together in this course. 

 

 
 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Generally, AUC informs instructors about any disabilities a student may have and works with the instructor to make 
sure each and every student has equal opportunity to participate in the course.  If you have not done so already, please 
visit the AUC Disability Service (http://www.aucegypt.edu/studentlife/gethelp/Pages/disabilityserv.aspx).  However, 
even if your specific case has not been documented I am willing to work individually with you.  Please make an 
appointment to speak with me as soon as possible to discuss any accommodation necessary to guarantee your full 
participation.  

 
 
 
 

TEXTBOOKS 
 

There are two required textbooks for this course and one online magazine: 
 

 1. Baylis, John, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens. The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 
International Relations, 5th Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011.  

● This book is available on reserve in the AUC library.  In addition, some (but not all) chapters will 
be made available as a PDF and shared on Google Drive. 

● In general, please use the 5th edition, especially for our discussions on the end of the Cold War 
and poststructuralism.   

● Hereinafter, this text will be referred to as “BSO.” 
 2. Mansbach, Richard and Kristen Taylor.  Introduction to Global Politics, 2nd Edition.  New York: Routledge, 

2012. 
● This textbook is available as an e-book on reserve through the library, in addition it will be 

shared as a PDF on Google Drive. 
● Hereinafter, this text will be referred to as “M&T” 
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 3. Foreign Policy (www.foreignpolicy.com).  You must create an account with this site.  You are allowed to 
read six articles free of charge with a free account.  Students may wish to pay for a subscription in order to 
access more articles, but this is not required. 

 
 
In addition to these main textbooks, additional reading may be assigned.  Any additional readings will be shared via 
Google Drive. 

 
IFinally, students will be particularly successful in this course if they frequently read about current international 
events in the news.  Knowing relevant and up-to-date details, particularly as they relate to the case studies, will be 
useful.  I recommend reading the news at least every other day.  I recommend the following new sites: 
Al Jazeera (currently blocked in Egypt, use a VPN):  www.aljazeera.com 
BBC:  www.bbc.com 
CNN:  www.cnn.com 
MadaMasr: www.madamsr.com (please read the English version) 
 

 

 
 

LECTURE SCHEDULE AND ESSENTIAL READINGS 
I reserve the right to change the readings and dates in order to best facilitate student learning.  Any chances will be 
announced in class and changed on the syllabus to reflect these changes.  Students must check the syllabus 
regularly. 

 
 
1) Introduction 
No readings

 
Provisional date 
 
Thurs 8 February

 
 

2) An Intro to Theory and Approaches in IR 
M&T Chapter 1

 
                    12 & 15 

February
3) The Emergence of the State System                                                                                          19 & 22 February 
M&T Chapter 2 
 
4) The World Wars                                                                                                                       26 Feb & March 1  
 M&T Chapter 3 
 
5) The Cold War                                                                                                                                   4 & 8 March    
 M&T Chapter 4; Michael Cox, “Why did we get the end of the Cold War wrong?”, The British Journal of Politics 
and International Relations, 11 (2009), pp. 161-176 
 
6) History Test                                                                            12 
March  
 
7) Realism                                                                                                                                                         TBA 
BSO Chapter 5 
 
8) Liberalism                                                                                          TBA 
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BSO Chapter 6 
 
9) Marxism                                                                                              TBA  
BSO Chapter 8
10) Feminist Approaches to IR                                                            
TBA 
BSO Chapter 16

 

 
11) Constructivism                                                                                        TBA  
BSO Chapter 9 

 
12) Poststructuralism                                                                               TBA 
BSO Chapter 10 (5th edition only) 
 
13) Colonization and Decolonization                                                     TBA 
 M&T Chapter 5 
 

 
 


