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Course Description

Scholars have differed widely in their assessments of electoral and party poli-
tics in the MENA region. While an influential current of research has empha-
sized the stabilizing role of elections under authoritarianism, the resurgence
of electoral competition in some countries after the Arab Uprisings has given
rise to arguments about founding elections as part of transitional processes.
Focusing on evidence from recent electoral politics in Egypt and Tunisia,
this course will tackle the following questions: (1) What was the role of
electoral politics under authoritarianism in the region? (2) How did elec-
toral politics contribute to shaping regime trajectories after the uprisings?
(3) What were the main determinants of voting behavior in these contests?
(4) What does the form of electoral politics in Egypt and Tunisia suggest
for the trajectories of these two countries? Participants will be introduced
to some of the main readings in this particular field, but we will also get
to work with public opinion data available through the Arab Barometer, as
well as electoral data on the subnational levels.
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Requirements

1. Active participation in class: regular attendance and participation
in class discussions.

2. Class Presentation: Choose one session out of sessions 7-11. Read
the book assigned for this sessions and prepare a presentation based
on the book but covering the topic in general. Your responsibilities
include:

• To choose and assign readings to the class at least one week before
the session.

• To prepare a class presentation of about 30 minutes, presenting
the main points of the issue you are covering.

• Prepare to lead a Q&A on your presentation.

3. Research Project: You will be assigned to a research group in the
beginning of the term. Together with the other members of your group
you need to develop a research project, write a short report on your
findings (not more than 6 pages), and present your findings in class in
one of the last sessions.

4. Final Essay: develop some aspect of the joint research project into a
short paper (up to 3,000 words).

The following grading system will be used:

Table 1: Grading System

Grade Points Cut-off Scores

Participation 10 points A 94
Presentation 30 points A- 90
Research Project 30 points B+ 86
Essay 30 points B 82
Total 100 points B- 78

C+ 74
C 70
C- 66
F below 65
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Readings

We will use several main books:

• Albrecht, Holger (2013). Raging Against the Machine: Political Oppo-
sition under Authoritarianism in Egypt (Syracuse: Syracuse Univer-
sity Press)

• Blaydes, Lisa (2011). Elections and Distributive Politics in Mubarak’s
Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)

• Brownlee, Jason (2008). Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratiza-
tion (Cambride: Cambridge University Press)

• Masoud, Tarek (2015). Counting Islam: Religion, Class, and Elections
in Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)

• Penner Angrist, Michelle (2006). Party Building in the Modern Middle
East (Seattle: University of Washington Press)

Class Attendance and Absence

I will adhere to the the following policy on class attendance and absences:

“A student who misses more than the equivalent of three weeks of
class meetings during a semester for any reason may be assigned
a reduced grade for the course–including the grade of “F”–solely
on the basis of inadequate attendance, regardless of excuse. Stu-
dents who miss fewer than three weeks of class sessions may not
be penalized on the grounds of attendance alone. Students are
personally responsible for making up any academic tasks and
assignments missed due to their absence.”

Classes start at 5pm sharp. If you are not present when I take attendance
at the beginning of each class, you will not be registered as attending.

Course policy

• Cheating and plagiarism: Any information, arguments, or data used by
students in their work should be properly cited and credited. Should
you fail to give proper credits wherever appropriate or turn in the same
paper for two different courses, I reserve the right to fail you for the
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Table 2: Overview
Session Date Topic

1 February 4 Introduction
2 February 11 Research Design
3 February 18 Elections
4 February 25 Political Parties and Party Systems
5 March 3 Data Sources

6
March 10

NO CLASS
March 17

7 March 24 History of Parties in the MENA
8 March 31 Ruling Parties
9 April 7 Opposition
10 April 14 Elections under Authoritarianism
11 April 21 Islamists in Elections
12 May 5 Presentations 1
13 May 12 Presentations 2 and Conclusion

course and to turn your name over to the University Administration
for disciplinary measures. You are encouraged to submit drafts of your
work to www.turnitin.com prior to the final submission deadline. You
will receive an originality report and can address potential problems
before I grade your assignment. Please note that there is no precise
percentage of ”permissible” similarities. If you have doubts, feel free
to ask me.

• Academic freedom and intellectual interaction: You are free to offer
the class any disagreement you may have with the readings or lec-
ture. You will not be penalized for disagreeing with other students or
the instructor, but your perspective must be based on evidence from
the course, other readings and/or empirical information. Freedom of
speech and ideas is a basic principle of academic life. Please listen care-
fully to your classmates and respect other viewpoints. Every student
will have a chance to express her/his opinion as long as it is voiced in
a respectful manner. Intellectual interaction and a healthy academic
environment necessitate that we address and refer to each other with
politeness, cordiality, and an appropriate tone of speech. In addition,
varied points of view must be expressed in a manner that is sensitive
to differences in ability, class, ethnicity, lifestyle, race, religion, or sex,
and should not be expressed so as to be perceived as a personal attack.
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Reading Schedule

Please do all the readings before the relevant session. All readings will be
accessible online through blackboard.

Session 2 (February 11)

• Lijphart, Arend (1971): Comparative Politics and the Comparative
Method, American Political Science Review 65(3), pp. 682-693.

• Sartori, Giovanni (1991): Comparing and Miscomparing, Journal of
Theoretical Politics, 3(3), pp. 243-257.

• Schmitter, Philippe C. (2008): “The Design of Social and Political
Research,” in: Donatella Della Porta and Michael Keating, Approaches
and Methodologies in the Social Sciences, (Cambridge UP), Chapter
14.

Session 3 (February 18)

• Powell, G Bingham Jr. (2000): Elections as Instruments of Democracy
(New Haven: Yale University Press), Chapters 1 and 2.

Session 4 (February 25)

• Sartori, Giovanni (1976): Parties and Party Systems (Cambridge:
Cambridge UP), Chapters 3 and 9.

Session 5 (March 3)

Please look at the following websites and databases:

• Arab Barometer: http://www.arabbarometer.org

• Electoral Commission in Egypt: https://www.elections.eg

• Instance Supérieure Indépendente pour les Elections in Tunisia: http://www.isie.tn

• World Value Survey: http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/wvs.jsp

As examples for how some of the available material can be used, read:

• Al-Issis, Mohamad and Samer Atallah (2015): Patronage and Ideology
in Electoral Behavior: Evidence from Egypt’s first Presidential Elec-
tions, European Journal of Political Economy, 37 (2015), pp. 241-284.
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• Eibl, Ferdinand and Dörthe Engelcke (2014): Varieties of Islamism?
Unpacking the Islamist Vote in Tunisia and Egypt. Unpublished Pa-
per, University of Oxford.

Session 7 (March 24): History of Political Parties

• Penner Angrist, Michelle (2006). Party Building in the Modern Middle
East (Seattle: University of Washington Press)

Session 8 (March 31): Ruling Parties

• Brownlee, Jason (2008). Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratiza-
tion (Cambride: Cambridge University Press)

Session 9 (April 7): Opposition

• Albrecht, Holger (2013). Raging Against the Machine: Political Oppo-
sition under Authoritarianism in Egypt (Syracuse: Syracuse Univer-
sity Press)

Session 10 (April 14): Elections under Authoritarianism

• Blaydes, Lisa (2011). Elections and Distributive Politics in Mubarak’s
Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)

Session 11 (April 21): Islamists in Elections

• Masoud, Tarek (2015). Counting Islam: Religion, Class, and Elections
in Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)

Session 12 (May 5): Presentations 1

Session 13 (May 12): Presentations 2 and Conclusion
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