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Course Description

This course is designed as an introduction to Comparative Politics drawing
on empirical cases from the Middle East. After a short introduction to the
fundamentals of Comparative Politics we will discuss the political history of
the region along with a number of issue areas such as economic development,
democratization, religion and politics, and the military.

Requirements

In addition to presence and active participation, including a thorough review
of the readings for each week, there are three different requirements: (1) a
presentation in class in which groups of students present a specific topic; (2)
a number of unannounced quizzes on the readings throughout the term (3)
a final essay.

The presentation should be no longer than 20 minutes. It should give
an overview of the issues covered by the readings for the respective weak,
but should also go beyond the required readings given in the syllabus. All
presentations will be delivered on the first session of the respective weak
(usually a Monday).
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Throughout the course we will have six unannounced pop-up quizzes,
four of which will count toward your final grade. The quizzes replace a
comprehensive mid-term or final exam. The questions will be on the required
readings.

The final essay will be delivered in the form of a take-home exam. I
will make three different questions available via blackboard after which you
will have 24 hours to answer one of these questions in a short essay. The
questions will address different aspects of the course.

The following grading system will be used:

Figure 1: Grading System

Grade Points Cut-off Scores

Participation 10 points A 94
Presentation 30 points A- 90
Pop-up quizzes 30 points B+ 86
Final essay 30 points B 82
Total 100 points B- 78

C+ 74
C 70
C- 66
D+ 62
D 58
F below 58

Readings

Throughout the course we will work with one main text.

• Owen, Roger (2000). State, Power, and Politics in the Making of the
Modern Middle East, (London: Routledge).

There are additional readings for specific classes. All readings will be made
available through blackboard.

It is essential that you do ALL the readings. The pop-up quizzes and
your participation grade together constitute 40 percent of your grade. There
are no make-up assignments to earn additional points.

Class Attendance and Absence

I will adhere to the the following policy on class attendance and absences:
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A student who misses more than the equivalent of three weeks of
class meetings during a semester for any reason may be assigned
a reduced grade for the course–including the grade of “F”–solely
on the basis of inadequate attendance, regardless of excuse. Stu-
dents who miss fewer than three weeks of class sessions may not
be penalized on the grounds of attendance alone. Students are
personally responsible for making up any academic tasks and
assignments missed due to their absence.

Classes start at 10am sharp. If you are not present when I take attendance
at the beginning of each class, you will not be registered as attending.

Course policy

• Cheating and plagiarism: Any information, arguments, or data used by
students in their work should be properly cited and credited. Should
you fail to give proper credits wherever appropriate or turn in the same
paper for two different courses, I reserve the right to fail you for the
course and to turn your name over to the University Administration
for disciplinary measures.

• Academic freedom and intellectual interaction: You are free to offer
the class any disagreement you may have with the readings or lec-
ture. You will not be penalized for disagreeing with other students or
the instructor, but your perspective must be based on evidence from
the course, other readings and/or empirical information. Freedom of
speech and ideas is a basic principle of academic life. Please listen care-
fully to your classmates and respect other viewpoints. Every student
will have a chance to express her/his opinion as long as it is voiced in
a respectful manner. Intellectual interaction and a healthy academic
environment necessitate that we address and refer to each other with
politeness, cordiality, and an appropriate tone of speech. In addition,
varied points of view must be expressed in a manner that is sensitive
to differences in ability, class, ethnicity, lifestyle, race, religion, or sex,
and should not be expressed so as to be perceived as a personal attack.
Thus, engaging in derogatory statements, hate speech, interruptions,
heckling, or in belittling ideas with which one disagrees will not be
tolerated.
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Table 1: Schedule

Session Date Topic

COMPARATIVE POLITICS

1 February 1
Introduction

2 February 4

3 February 8 Comparing and Miscomparing (Lijphart 1971;
Sartori 1991)4 February 11

THE EMERGENCE OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST

5 February 15
The End of Empires (Owen, Chapter 1)

6 February 18

7 February 22 The Growth of State Power (Owen, Chapters 2
and 3)8 February 25

9 February 29
Regional Politics (Owen, Chapters 4 and 6)

10 March 3

TOPICS IN MIDDLE EASTERN POLITICS

11 March 7 Economic Restructuring (Owen, Chapter 7)

13 March 14 Parties and Elections (Owen, Chapter 8)

15 March 21
Religion and Politics (Owen, Chapter 9)

16 March 24

17 March 28
The Military (Owen, Chapter 10)

18 March 31

19 April 4 Civil Society (Owen, Chapter 11; Langohr
2004)20 April 7

21 April 11 Authoritarianism and Democratization
(Albrecht & Schlumberger 2004)22 April 14

23 April 18
Protest and Contention (Benin & Vairel 2011)

24 April 21

SPRING BREAK 24 APRIL - 2 MAY

25 May 5 The Arab Spring (Brownlee et al. 2015,
Chapter 1)26 May 9

27 May 12
Conclusion

28 May 16
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