
Comparative Politics and the Middle East 
POLS 5258 ‒ Fall 2017 

Wednesdays 5-7.40pm 
Room CP63 - Waleed 

 
Instructor: Dr. Sandrine Gamblin 
Email: gamblin@aucegypt.edu 

Office Hours: UW 10:00-11:30 only by appointment (students should send a confirmation email the 
day before the scheduled appointment) and UW 1-2pm (with no appointment) 
Office : 2014 HUSS Building –Political Science Department 

Teaching Assistant: Mona El Husseiny 
Email: monaelhusseiny@aucegypt.edu  
 
Course Organisation             
 
This course deals with fundamental issues in Middle East Politics, with a focus on contemporary dynamics and 
events. After questioning the relation of the discipline (Political Science) and the Middle East (Studies), a set of 
topics will be covered, such as state-formation, conflicts, revolutions, political transition, political life, civil 
society, social movements, etc. 
The class starts with a news review in order to engage the students in political analysis and critical thinking 
regarding major events that occur in the region. The students should be able to articulate a brief presentation of 
the news, by providing relevant information, and a political, comparative and historical perspective. 
The second part of the class is based on the readings assigned, and a discussion. Here, the objective is to 
engage students in critically evaluating existing scholarship, and their conditions of production, and exploring 
possibilities for future research projects. 
 
Assignments and Grading            
 

• Class Participation: 10% 
Including “professionalism”, i.e. being on time, delivering papers on time, politeness, active and 
constructive participation in class, readings done. 
 

• Press review: 20% 
Every week, a student presents and focuses on a piece of news, and open a discussion in class on Middle 
East news/politics. 
 

• Readings presentations/critical essays: 20%  
Each week two students will provide a 20-minute critical and analytical review—not a summary—of the 
readings. A set of questions (max 5) should be provided in advance (a day before) by the speakers for 
discussion. All students are expected to read and reflect critically on all the assigned texts, and to 
contribute constructively to class discussions. A critical essay on the readings must be delivered on the 
Saturday following our Wednesday class (to be sent to instructor and TA), and must include the 
discussion. Your presentation should also include a brief background of the authors to position them and 
contextualize their work; a brief synopsis of their main arguments; your own analysis and critique of the 
readings. 
 

• Film AND book (fiction) review: 20% 
The student will write a typed 5-page critical and analytical review—not a summary—of a film (fiction) and 
novel. 2,000 words maximum; should include a bibliography. 
 

• Final Paper: 30%  
Students will submit a final paper which focuses on a specific question/topic. The paper is NOT a synthesis of 



secondary sources. The paper investigates how academia, and political science in particular, have 
studied/discussed the selected topic (the exercise is similar to a literature review). The student should be able to 
provide a comprehensive overview on the production of knowledge (and its conditions) related to it. The paper 
must ask a specific question and attempt to answer it by critically discussing evidence and arguments found in 
academic sources beyond the assigned readings on the syllabus. Each student must meet with the instructor in 
person at least once to discuss their abstract, outline and bibliography before it is due.  
Paper format: font 12, 1.5 spaced, max 5,000 words + bibliography 
 

• Late papers are not accepted and must be submitted electronically by email to the instructor AND the 
Teaching assistant.  

• The file should be named as such: name_POLS5258_fall2017 
 

• Grade are not negotiable 
• Late assignment will decrease your final grade by 10% per day. 

 
 
General Regulations            
 

• Attendance policy: The university-wide attendance policy will be applied in this course. Thus, a student 
who misses more than the equivalent of three weeks of class meetings during a semester for any reason 
may be assigned a reduced grade for the course –including the grade of “F”–solely on the basis of 
inadequate attendance, regardless of excuse. Students who miss fewer than three weeks of class sessions 
may not be penalized on the grounds of attendance alone. Students are personally responsible for making 
up any academic tasks and assignments missed due to their absence. 

• Punctuality is necessary and students may not be allowed in after class begins since it distracts the rest of 
the class.  

• Mobile phones and other electronic devices, except laptops, must be switched off during class. 
• Going out of the classroom during the lecture is not permitted, unless there is an emergency.  
• Grades are not open for negotiations and no grade will be changed. 
• Plagiarism will result in an F in the course.  

Detailed information about the University Academic Integrity Policy may be found in the Catalog and on the 
University Web site.  
 
 
Calendar             
 
NB: Here are the required readings. Changes might occur during the semester. 
Readings are available on blackboard. 
 
13 September: Introduction and Organization 
 
20 September: Session 1, Defining the Middle East: the Middle East Studies and its Critics 
 
27 September: Session 2, The Middle East Studies as Comparative Politics: what, why and how do we 
compare? 

 
4 October: Session 3, State formation in the Middle East 
 
11 October: Session 4, Conflicts in the Middle East -1- Palestine/Israel: National Narratives in conflict 
 

12 October: First assignment (Book or Film review) 
 
18 October: Session 5, Film screening “I am the People” (On revolution) 



 
25 October: Session 6, Talking about the revolution (discussion about film and readings) 
 
1 November: Session 7, Is there a Civil Society in the Middle East? 
 

2 November: Paper proposal to be submitted 
 
8 November: Session 8, Political economy  
 
15 November: Session 9, War and Conflict: the Case of Lebanon 
 

15 November: Second assignment (Book of film review) 
 
22 November, Literature and Politics in the Middle East 
 
29 November: Session 10, The Arab uprisings in Comparative Perspective: lessons to draw? 
 
6 December, Lesson 11, TBA 
 
13 December, Lesson 12, TBA 
 

14 December: Final paper to be submitted 
 


