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********************************************************* 
I keep six honest serving men (They taught me all I knew);  
Their names are What and Why and When And How and  
Where and Who. 

Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) 
                        ****************************************************** 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is designed to provide students with a critical understanding of the modern 
Arab political and social thought. It will explore the history of ideas in the Modern Arab 
World and how it has been conditioned by the political, economic and social contexts. 
Analysis will be inclusive of the major modern Arab ideologies like Islamic reformism, 
secular liberalism, Islamic revivalism, Arab Nationalism(s), leftist ideologies and Islamic 
radicalism It will seek to provide an objective and balanced perspective that takes into 
account not only the intellectual development of modern ideologies and sets of ideas in 
the Arab world but also how it shaped the political and historical development of their 
countries. 
 
 
COURSE PHILOSOPHY 
  
A sage (Karl Jaspers) once said: “University life is no less dependent on students than on 
professors.  The best professors flounder helplessly at a school where the student body is 
unfit.  Hence, it is all up to the young people who are supposedly entitled to study. They 
must show themselves worthy of this privilege to the best of their ability.”  
  
This course has been organized on the premise that you are worthy of this privilege. The 
success of this course depends entirely on your continued and sustained participation. Thus, 
I ask that you be agile participants and intervene as often as possible in class discussion by 



posing questions and comments or even disagreements (based on additional or alternative 
readings or personal experiences).   
  
In this course you will be exposed to a wide range of ideas, norms, preferences, and 
values different from your own. This exposure may force you to question, rethink (and if 
needed, abandon) your present "understanding" of Arab political and social ideologies 
Who knows by the end of the course you might feel that you have taken part in a 
serendipitous voyage of discovery! 
  
The readings will introduce the students to some of the more important scholarship on the 
subject, and form the springboard for interactive class discussions. Please do not hesitate 
to drop by my office should you have problems with the course, or just want to talk.  My 
office hours provide us with an opportunity to get to know each other better. So, it is 
incumbent upon you to take advantage of my office hours to pursue interests and concerns 
not raised in class. Students who may need special consideration because of any sort of 
disability should make an appointment to see me in private at the beginning of the 
semester.     
  
 
ACADEMIC QUALITY 
 
In addition to the above issue, my main priority now is to promote academic quality and 
make sure that students who come out of my classes meet the highest educational 
standards. This is a shared responsibility of the instructor and the students. My part is to 
come to class prepared, update my lectures, be involved, address your questions, and be 
available during office hours. Your part is to come to class on time, do the readings in 
advance, raise questions and participate effectively in class discussions, turn in your 
assignments on time, and be involved. Let us all strive to fight mediocrity (According to 
Oxford Dictionary, a mediocre person is: indifferent, ordinary, common place, average, 
medium, third-rate, inferior, and poor). 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
                                                                           
Attendance & Participation                                15% 
Midterm                                                              25% 
Paper                                                                   25% 
Final  Exam                                                         35% 

 
 
Attendance: In view of the fact that my presentations will complement rather than reiterate 
the assigned readings, it is expected that you attend all class meetings. You will be held 
responsible for all the material we cover in readings, lectures, and films. Attendance is 
also mandatory for all exams, and make-ups will be given only for bona fide emergencies 
(i.e., severe illness documented by a physician). Attendance will be taken at the 
beginning of every class. If, for unavoidable reasons, you are unable to make it to a class 



on time, you are welcome to join us when you are able. However, students who arrive 
after attendance has been taken will not be counted as present. Chronic lateness and 
absence is unacceptable. Absences will result in a lowered participation grade.   
  
Participation: In addition to being physically present, I expect you to be mentally present 
as well!  As such, you should complete all assigned readings before each class meeting, so 
that you are familiar with the concepts, facts, theories, and controversies with which we are 
dealing.  All students should be aware that participation is heavily weighted and is meant 
to stimulate lively classroom discussion.  There is no correct interpretation or opinion 
about a given text, but there are degrees of value for argumentation and reasonability.  
Students are therefore highly encouraged to voice their opinions and to offer challenging 
commentary in class, but to do so with an emphasis upon justification, coherence and 
reasoning.  Excellent participation means consistent and ongoing contribution to our 
discussion and analysis of the texts. 
 
    
Exams: You will have a midterm and a final 
 
Research papers: Students are required to write a research paper (length: 2.500 
words—+/- 10% of word-count—including notes and  bibliography) on a topic of 
their own choice selected on the basis of the theoretical approaches in the course. 
The process of writing the paper has four stages:  
 
(1) Until November 2nd , each student will provide the instructor with a research 
question which is directly related to one of the subjects covered in the course; 
 
(2) Until November 23rd , each student will produce an outline (1.5-2 pages of  
written text, no bullet points; submission in class) which clearly states the research 
puzzle, the line of argument, and the resources to be used;  
 
(3) Final deadline for submission of the research paper is December 7th (submission 
of word document by e-mail to instructor and of a hard copy in class). Late 
submissions will NOT be accepted;  
 
Should you have any concerns whatsoever regarding academic writing and the 
development of an argumentative paper, I strongly suggest you visit the AUC writing 
center where you can drop-in for feedback and support on your papers before, during or 
after the writing process:.   The writing center also has an excellent, step by step guide to 
academic paper writing. Also, the course’s teaching assistant is authorized to help you on 
this process. Papers which do not adhere to the argumentative format will not merit 
higher than a satisfactory grade. 
 
NOTE ON DEPARTMENT PLAGIARISM POLICY:  The discovery of any instance of 
plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” for the course with no opportunity for 
withdrawal from the course. This will be in addition to the filing of a report on the 
incident with the Academic Integrity Committee, as mandated by university policy. If 



you are uncertain about the definition of plagiarism, please ask me before submitting 
work for this course 
  
REQUIRED BOOKS 
 
Hourani, Albert. Arabic thought in the liberal age. 
 
Salem, Paul. Bitter Legacy: Ideology and Politics in the Arab World 
 
Rahnema, Ali. Pioneers of Islamic Revival. 
 
Abu-Rabi, Ibrahim. "Contemporary Arab Thought: Studies in Post-1967 Arab intellectual 
            history"  
 
 
Disclaimer  
This syllabus is intended to provide an overview over the course. You cannot claim 
any rights from it. In particular, scheduling and dates may change. I may also 
choose to add or subtract readings. Although the syllabus should be a reliable guide 
for the course, official announcements are always those made in class 

              
              

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Part I: Beginnings 
 
September 7th   
Introduction 
 
September 11th  
Historical formative context of the modern Arab intellect by the mid 19th century 
      Readings: 
Hourani, chapter 1: The Islamic State 
               Chapter 2: The Ottoman Empire 
 
     Recommended: 
Jada’n, Fahmy. Usus al-taqaddum ʻinda mufakkirī al-Islām fī al-ʻālam al-ʻArabī al- 
      Ḥadīth (Foundations of progress among Muslim thinkers in Contemporary Arab 
      Thought 
Gellner, Ernest. Muslim Society, chapter 2 
“Granada” novel by Radwa Ashour 
“Samarkand” novel  by Amin Malouf 
“Al-Zayni Barakat” novel  by Gamal al-Ghitani 
 



 
September 14th  
Encountering the Europeans and urge of modernization 
     Readings: 
Hourani, chapters 3 and 4 
Bernard Lewis. What went wrong? Introduction and chapters 1-3 
 
     Recommended: 
Azmeh, Aziz.. Islam and modernities 
Zeyada, Khaled. Tatawor al-Nazra al-Islamiyya Ela Oropa(Evolution of Muslim 
       Perspectives of Europe) 
Abu al-Lughod, Ibrahim. The Arab re-discovery of Europe.  
“Farwell Bonaparte” movie by Yousef Chahine 
“A sparrow from the East” novel by Tawfiq al-Hakim 
 
September 18th  
School of Islamic Reformism: Afghani 
      Readings: 
Hourani, chapter 5 
 
September 25th-28th  
Islamic Reformism revisited: Muhammad Abduh 
     Readings: 
Hourani, chapter 6 
 
 
October 2nd -5th   
Splinter and the rise of the cultural duality: 

I-Rise of secular Liberalism, local nationalism and anarchism 
               Readings: 
          Hourani, chapters 7 and 10 
          Khuri-Makdisi, Ilham,  The Eastern Mediterranean and the making of global 
          Radicalism (1860-1914), chapters 1 and 2 
          Badrawi, Malak. Political violence in Egypt, 1910-1924 : secret societies, plots and 
          Assassinations, chapters TBA 

Other readings TBA 
 
      Recommended: 
  Abdel-Malak. Nahdat Misr (Egypt’s renaissance) 
‘Awwad, Louis. Tarikh al-Fikr al-Misri al-Hadith (History of Modern Egyptian 
 Thought) 
  Azmeh, Aziz. al-‘almanniya men Manzour Mokhtalef(Secularism in another 
   perspective) 
 “Lamp of Umm Hashim” short story by Yehia Haqqi” 
  “Adib” novel  by Taha Hussein 
 “The Open door” novel by Latifa al-Zayyat 



  
 
October 9th  

II- Conservative emerges: Muhammad Rashid Rida, and the salafists 
     Readings: 
            Hourani, chapter 9 

        Shahin, Emad Eddine: Through Muslim Eyes: Rashid Rida and the West  
    
           Recommended: 
       Hussein, Muhammad Muhammad. al-Itijahat al-Watanniya fi al-Adab al- 
       Moa’ser(Patriotic Tendencies in the contemporary Arabic literature) 
       Shaker, Mahmoud Muhammad. Risalat fi al-Tareeq ela Thaqafatena( Treatise on 
       the road to our culture). 
         
October 12th  

    Midterm 
  
Part II: 
Dreams and Battles 
 
October 16th- 19th  
Arab Nationalism and Egyptian nationalisms 

            Readings: 
        Hourani,chapter  11  
        Salem, chapter 1 and 2 
        Marsot, Afat al-Sayyid. Egypt’s liberal experiment: 1922-1936, chapters 1 and 2 
        Berque, Jacque. Egypt: Imperialism and revolution, chapters 1, 2 and 3 
         
       Recommended: 
       George Antonious, The Arab Awakening: The Story of the Arab 
       National Movement 
        Hassan Kayali.. Arabs and young turks: Ottomanism, Arabism and  
        Islamism 
        “Alexandria why?” movie by Youssef Chahine 
        “New Cairo” novel by Naguib Mahfouz 

  
   October 23rd - 26th  

Radical Arab nationalism: 
Nasserism and Baathism 

             Readings: 
         Ismail, Tariq. The Arab Left Chapters 2 and 5 
         Abdel-Malek, Anouar. Egypt: military society, the army regime, the left and social 
         change under Nasser. 
   
 



 Recommended:  
    Abu Jaber, Kamel. The Arab Baath Socialist Party: History, ideology and Organization 
    Seale, Patrick.. The Struggle for Syria 
    Vatikiotis, P.J. Nasser and his generation 
     Gordon, Joel. Nasser’s blessed movement: Egypt’s Free Officers and the July 
     Revolution 
     “Miramar” and “the Thief and the dogs” by Naguib Mahfouz 
     “The Man who lost his Shadow” and “Zeinab and the Throne” by Fathy Ghanem 
     “Return of the Spirit” by Tawfiq al-Hakim 
      
     
          

October 30th  
Islamic Revivalism: Hassan al-Banna and the Muslim Brotherhood 
    Readings: 
Rahnema, Ali. chapter 6 
Esposito, John L. The Islamic Threat: Myth or reality?  chapter 5 
Mitchell, Richard. The Society of the Muslim Brothers 

 
 
November 2nd  
Arab Marxism 
   Readings: 
Ismael, Tariq. The Communist movement in the Arab World. Chapters 1,2 and 3 

    ___________. The Communist movement in Egypt: 1920-1988 
Salem, chapter 4 

 
      Recommended: 
     “Cairo 30” movie by Salah Abu-Seif 
     “Cairo Trilogy Part III” by Naguib Mahfouz 
     “Warda” by Sonallah Ibrahim 
 
    Part III: 
    Crisis: All that is solid melts into the air 
 

November 6th  
Post-1967 contemporary thought 

        Readings: 
   Abu Rabi. chapters 1 and 2 

Al-Azm, Sadeq, Self-Critique after defeat 
 
  Recommended: 
“Adrift on the Nile” novel by Naguib Mahfouz 
“Tharthara Fawq al-Nile” movie by Hussein Kamal 
“Men in the Sun” novel by Ghassan Kanafani 



 
November 9th  
Contemporary debates 
    Readings: 
Abu Rabi, chapters 3, 4 ad 5 
Salem, Paul, chapter 4 and 6 
      
    Recommended: 

   Suzanne, Elizabeth. Contemporary Arab Thought: Cultural Critique.. 
    Zubaida, Sami. Beyond Islam: A New Understanding of the Middle East  
    “Return of the Prodigal son” and the “Choice” movies by Yousef Chahine 
    “The Beggar”, “The Journey of Ibn Fatouma”, “al-Harafish” and “The autumn Quail” 
      novels by Naguib Mahfouz 
     

 
 
November 13th -20th  
The Arab revolutionary socialist left and radical thought (Laroui, al-Azm, ‘Amil, al- 

    Jabiri and Shariati) 
     Readings: 
 Abu-Rabi’, chapters 12, 13, 15, 16 
 Ismael, Tariq. The Arab Left chapters 6 and 7 
 Rahnema, chapters 8 and 9 
     
      Recommended: 
Belqaziz, Abd al-Illah. Naqd al-Turath (Critique of tradition) 
Gervasio, Gennaro. al-Ḥarakah al-Mārksīyah fī Miṣr, 1967-1981 (Marxist 
 Movement in Egypt, 1967-981). 
“On Whom should we shoot?” movie by Kamal al-Shiekh 
“Love under the rain” novel by Naguib Mahfouz 
     

 
 

November 27th –December 4th   
 
Islamic Centrists(School of al-Wasattiya) 
      Readings: 
Raymond baker, Islam without fear: Egypt and the new Islamists 
Abu-Rabi, chapters 7, 9 and 19 
 
      Recommended: 
Tamimi, Azzam.. Rachid Ghannoushi: A Democrat within Islamism 
Ghannousi, Rachid. Public Liberties in the Islamic State. 
Hallaq, Wael. The Impossible State 
Kurzman, Charles. Liberal Islam: A Source book 
Donohue, John. Islam in Transition: Muslim Perspectives 



   Robben, Euxane. Enemy in the mirror: Islamic Fundamentalism and the Limits of 
         Modern Rationalism 
 
    
   December 7th 

Islamic Radicalism: Mawdoudi and Sayyid Qutb 
Readings: 
Salem, Paul, chapter 3 
Rahnema, Ali.  Chapters 5 and 7 
 
 
 
December 11th  
Neo-Salafism  
Readings:TBA 

 
 
 

December 14th    
Liberalism back to action: Democracy and civil society 
Readings TBA 
 
 
December 14th  
Arabic thought and the earthquake of the 2011 revolutions 
Conclusions and final insights 
Readings TBA 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Minority report.. Saba Mahmood 
 
 

 
 


