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POLS 3403- American Government 

In August of this year, a group of neo-Nazis and White nationalists marched 
through Charlottesville, Virginia shouting hateful slogans reminiscent of the dark eras 
of racism. As the events were unfolding, people around the World were watching in 
shock and dismay. Isn’t this the same US that, just nine years ago, had elected the first 
ever Black President?!  

The events of Charlottesville, however, were just a short distraction from the almost 
daily news of the investigation into the alleged Trump campaign collusion with the 
Russian intervention in the US elections, as well as the faltering agenda of the new 
US president. Donald Trump issued a series of executive orders only to find them 
negated by the courts. And Congress overwhelmingly passed legislation to block the 
president’s action on a list of issues. 

What is exactly going on in the US? What do we make of the racial tension in 
America? What does the federal investigation mean for the US and the World?  And 
precisely, what are the prerogatives of the US president versus Congress and the 
courts?  

These, and related questions, will be at the center of our work in this course. We will 
study the American political system in detail and work to understand the intricacies of 
its institutions and the complex processes they make possible i.e. we will struggle to 
understand how the political system actually works. We will look at the complexities 
of race and ethnicity in the US. Throughout, however, we will also engage the broader 
theme of the likely fate of the American democratic experiment.  

Course Requirements 
The course material is designed in a way so as to deal with each topic from various 

angles, thus providing exposure to different points of view on the same issue. What 
we do in class is we discuss together the topic, explore different dimensions thereof, 
and develop the links to other issues and topics. Therefore, attendance, prior reading 
and class participation are basic requirements for this course. Otherwise, you will 
miss the point of class discussion and may not be able to handle the material. Missing 
class, and thus the discussions, will negatively affect your performance in both 
presentations and exams. 
Please do not hesitate to come and discuss with me any ambiguities as soon as they 
occur. The sooner you come the easier it will be for me to help you. 

 
Grading 
* Exams: Three exams (20% each) 
* Dates of Exams 
  First Midterm: Oct. 4th. 
  Second Midterm: Nov. 5th 

  Third Midterm: Dec. 6th. 
* Research and presentations (30% including work-in-progress reports) 
* Class performance and attendance 10% (including pop-quizzes) 



 
* All grades in this course are NON-NEGOTIABLE.   
* NO MAKE UPS in this course. 
Readings 

We will work mainly from a textbook and a collection of Book chapters and 
Journal articles: 

1. Edwards, Wattenberg and Lineberry, Government in America, 11th edition, 
(Boston: Longman, 2011).  Available in both the bookstore and on reserve in 
the library.  

2. Graham G. Dodds, ed., Take up Your Pen, (Pittsburg: University of 
Pennsylvania, 2013).  

3.  Chip Berlet and Mathew N. Lyons, Right Wing Populism in America, Too 
Close for Comfort, (New York: Guilford Press, 2000) 

4. Jeffrey Crouch and Others, President Obama’s Signing Statements and the 
Expansion of Executive Power, Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 43, no.4, 
December 2013  

 
 Please note that we will be doing our work in class while events unfold. The 

months ahead promise to be exciting and important. Ongoing developments will 
be used to illustrate broader course themes and hopefully will make class 
discussions lively and engaging for us all. Your research will also compare past 
and current situations. Therefore, you are advised to follow events as they unfold 
mainly through reliable American sources. 
 
Course Outline 
We will proceed according to the following plan. Any changes will be announced 
well ahead of time. (Please note that we will give time in class to discussing 
important unfolding events. Therefore the outline will remain somewhat flexible). 
 
The US Constitution  
Edwards et al: Chapter 2 
Graham G. Dodds, Ch. 1 ‘Unilateral Directives and the Presidency.’ 
Jefferey Crouch.  
Race in America 
Edwards Ch.  
Berlet and Lyons. Ch.13 ‘New Faces for White Nationalism.’ 
Political Parties: 
Edwards et al, Chapter 8 and Chapter 9: pp. 288- 294 
Interest Groups: 
Edwards et al, Chapter 10 
Congress:   
Edwards et al, Chapter 11  
Presidency:  
Edwards et al, Chapter 12 
National Security:  
Edwards et al, Chapter 17 


