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Course Description 

This course is designed to help senior political science students to master 
the skills needed to produce quality research. At this stage, students 
should have accumulated a solid body of knowledge about politics and 
society.  At this stage also, students should have written a good number 
of term papers, a process through which students should have developed 
valuable writing and research skills. This class builds upon these 
accumulated knowledge and skills towards the enhancement of the 
students’ research skills. Learning and applying established research 
methods is the objective of the course. Hands-on is the approach applied 
in this class. Rather than dealing with research methods as the subject 
matter of our study, students are encouraged to critically apply the 
research methods of interest.  

 
Course Requirements and Student Evaluation 
I. Attendance policy: attendance is integral part of the course. Students 
who exceed the equivalent of three week of absence might be penalized, 
including being advised to drop the course.  
 
II. Class participation and presentations: Students are expected and 
encouraged to participate in class discussions. Fifteen percent (15%) of 
the total grade is assigned for class participation and presentations.     
 
III. The Dataset Assignment: In this exercise, the student is required to 
submit two reports about two datasets. The first of the two reports will 
address the “Human Development Index”, a UNDP-produced dataset 
measuring aspects of economic and social development worldwide. The 
human development index can be found in http://hdr.undp.org/en/data. 
The second report should address a dataset of the student’s choice. The 
student might select from among the following datasets. Many of these 
datasets can be found in http://www.systemicpeace.org 
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1. Forcibly Displaced Populations  
2. Major Episodes of Political Violence 
3. PITF State Failure Problem Set  
4. High Casualty Terrorist Bombings 
5. Memberships in Conventional Intergovernmental Organizations 

(CIO) 
6. Polity IV  
7. Coups d’état 
8. State Fragility Index  
9. Freedom House Index 
10. Arab Democracy Barometer 
11. African Democracy Barometer 
12. Bertelsmann Transformation Index 

The student’s report should account for the concepts and variables 
included in the datasets. The report should include description and 
evaluation of the methods used to construct the dataset and to collect the 
data. An overall evaluation of the dataset, in terms of its value and 
limitation, should be provided. The report should include a set of three 
research questions that can be addressed using the data at hand, whether 
independently or in combination with other datasets. Fifteen percent 
(15%) of the total grade is assigned to this exercise.  
 
IV. Conceptualization and Measurement assignment: concepts 
employed in social science research are mostly intellectual and social 
constructs of multiple dimensions. Democracy, leadership, populism, 
participation, political efficacy, liberalism, conservatism, identity, and 
religiosity, are just few of the many similar concepts used in social 
research. This exercise is twofold, conceptualization and measurement. 
The student is expected to develop the concept, i.e., explain the meaning 
of the concept, define it, identify the different dimensions that make it. 
The student is also expected to operationalize the concept, so that the 
concept can be observed and measured. Survey is the method which 
should be applied towards the measurement of the concept. In this 
exercise the student should write an essay about a concepts of  interest. 
The essay should include the following 

a. The intellectual history of the selected concept 
b. The student’s definition of the concept 
c. The dimensions of the selected concepts 
d. The survey questions which can be used to measure the different 

dimensions of the concept.  
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V. The Methods Review assignment: in this assignment, the student 
should review and evaluate the research methods used in the study of a 
topic of his choice. Below you find a list of topics. Select one of these 
topics, or choose any other relevant topic .  

1. Why nations go to war 
2. Capitalism and democracy 
3. The transition to democracy 
4. Democratic deficit in the Arab World 
5. Culture and politics 
6. Political parties and democratic politics 
7. Islamic political movements 
8. Conflict and cooperation in inter-Arab politics 
9. Politics in rentier states 
10. Military and politics.   

 
       
VI. Term Paper 
The students is expected to turn in a term paper of 4,000 words about a 
topic of his choice. The students needs to keep in mind that this is a 
methods class, and that papers should methodologically sound. Papers 
will be evaluated according the following criteria: 

1. Overall research design 
2. Relation to existing literature 
3. Use of research methods 
4. Added value to knowledge 

Rather than submitting the full-fledged term paper at the end of the 
semester, the paper will be phased out. The student should first submit a 
pre-proposal of  one page, in which he suggests the topic of interest and 
the reason for which this topic is worth studying. In a following phase, 
the student should submit a review of the relevant literature. Ten percent 
(10%) of the total grade is assigned to the literature review. In a following 
phase, the students should submit a formal research proposal. Ten percent 
(10%) of the total grade is assigned to the proposal. The final term paper, 
worth 20% of the total grade, will be submitted towards the end of the 
semester. 
 
 
Points in this class are distributed as the following 
Class participation, presentations, and attendance    15% 
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Database assignment      15% 
Conceptualization and Measurement assignment:  15% 
The Methods review assignment    15% 
Term Paper         40% 
 
 
Readings and Sources 
Three kinds of readings and sources will be used in this class 

1. A textbook: Janet Buttolph Johnson and H.T. Reynolds, Political 
Science Research Methods, 2008. 
This book provides through discussion of a number of empirical research 
methods. The book is available in the reserve section in the library. 

2. A reference book: Joseph F. Healy, Statistics: A Tool for Social 
Research, 2012. 
This book will be consulted when addressing issues of quantitative analysis 
and statistics. Copies of this book can be found in the bookstore and in the 
library reserve section.   

3. Selected articles in which particular methods and topics are addressed and 
applied. These articles should help illustrate the utility of certain methods and 
how they can be applied. Selected articles will be posted on blackboard. 

 
 
 

 
Topics and Readings 

 
1. Week 1 (Week of September 10th) 

Introduction 
Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 1 Introduction 
 
Assignment: prepare a one-page draft of your individual research project to be 
submitted and discussed in class on September 14th.  
 
 

2. Week 2 (week of September 17th) 
Approaches to Social Research 
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 2.  
Activity: Discussion  for the individual research proposal continues 
 
 
3.  Week 3 (week of September 24th) 
September 28 is the due date for the pre-proposal paper.   
Identifying a Research Topic and Developing a research Question  
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 3.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 1 
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4. Week 4 (week of October 1st) 
October 5h is the due date for the dataset report  
Hypotheses, Concepts, and Variables 
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 4.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 2 

Activity: Presentation of database reports 
 
5. Week 5 (week of October 8th) 
Social Measurement 
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 5. Measurement 
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 3 

 
 
6. Week 6 (week of October 15th) 
October 19, is the deadline for submitting the term paper literature review 
Survey Research and Interviewing 
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 10.  
 
 

 
7. Week 7 (week of October 22nd) 
Sampling 
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 7.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 4 

 
8. Week 8 (week of October 29th) 
Nov 2 is the deadline for submitting the conceptualization and measurement 
assignment.  
Causal Inference 
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 6.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 5 

 
9. Week 9 (week of November 5th) 
Direct and Indirect Observation  
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 8.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 6 

 
10. Week 10 (week of November 12th) 
November 16 is due date for the submission of the term paper proposal  
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Document Analysis  
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 9.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 7 

 
 
11. Week 11 (week of November 19th) 
The Research Report  
Readings: 

1. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 15.  
2. Joseph Healey, Ch. 8  

 
 
Week 12 (week of November 26th) 
November 30 is due date for the submission of the review of methods 
assignment.  
 
Statistical Inference  
Readings: 

1. Joseph Healey, Ch. 9 
 
13. Week 13 (week of December 3rd) 
Statistical Inference  
Readings: 

1. Joseph Healey, Ch. 10 
2. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 12.  

 
14. Week 14 (week of December 10th) 
14 December is the due date for the submission of students’ term papers 
Bivariate Analysis.  
Readings: 

1. Joseph Healey, Ch. 11 
2. Johnson and Reynolds, Ch. 13.  

 


