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THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO 
POLS. 3401-03 INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS 

 
Dr. Kareem Mahmoud Kamel 
Class: MR 3:35 – 4:55 pm Waleed C141 
Office Hours: HUSS 2027 MR 1:00-2:30  
email: kareemmk@aucegypt.edu  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is an introduction to the theoretical and conceptual frameworks involved in the study of 
politics within the state. The study of comparative politics seeks to identify and understand key patterns 
of similarity and difference among countries and examine how historical practices, processes, and 
institutions shape contemporary politics. Often times we take broad topics, for instance, - ‘democracy’, 
‘culture’, ‘development’ or ‘freedom’ – and break them down into factors that can be found in individual 
systems.  We call this general approach ‘the comparative method’.  The goal of the comparative method 
is to identify the factors and/or categories of analysis to effectively compare and contrast different 
political phenomena among countries or process-trace their evolution over time.  Using the comparative 
method, we can tackle broader, more complicated questions like: Are certain forms of representative 
democracy more effective than others?  Why are some countries extremely prosperous, while others 
are extremely poor?  How does the degree of authoritarian control by a government drive economic 
development?  How does culture impact politics? What factors are involved in collective mobilization? 
Why do revolutions happen and what accounts for their varied causes, processes, and outcomes?  
 
The course proceeds as follows:  
Section 1: Introduces students to basic concepts of comparative political theory and methodology. 
Section 2: Examines the history and evolution of the ‘state’ as the basic unit of comparative political analysis. 
Section 3: Examines the institutions and structures of government and governance. 
Section 4: Examines voting and electoral practices, ideologies, and government policy processes. 
Section 5: Examines contrasting perspectives on the issues of democratization and development. 
Section 6: Examines different approaches to the study of culture, identity, collective mobilization, and 
contentious politics.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & STUDENT EVALUATION 
 
- Attendance/Participation (10%):  
Despite the class having a significant lecture component, attendance/participation are essential aspects 
of the course and reflect an important dimension of student commitment. Students are expected to read 
the assigned material before coming to class, punctually attend, take good notes (powerpoints will 
NOT be handed to students!) and actively & meaningfully participate in class discussions. They are 
also expected to respond to any queries the instructor might ask about the readings or current events. 
An attendance sheet will be created to record student attendance. I will personally take 
attendance at the end of every class once the student roster is finalized. 
 
§ In order to avoid unnecessary disruption, students must avoid drifting in or leaving the room 
while class is in session. Those who show up 10 minutes or more after the beginning of class 
will not be allowed in and they will be considered absent. 
 
§ The use of mobile phones during class is strictly prohibited (including SMS or any other 
messaging service). Please either switch off your phones or put them on silent/sleep mode 
before entering class. Repetitive violation of this policy will negatively impact your participation 
grade.  
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§  SIX absences (the equivalent of 3 weeks of class) or more will result in an automatic F for the 
course. Less than six absences will negatively affect your participation grade. 

 
§ Exceptions to the absence policy will ONLY be made if the student has a serious, documented, 
and verifiable excuse that is acknowledged by the Office of Student Affairs (or clinic) and brought 
to my notice within a maximum period of one month from the time the absence took place. Later 
excuses will not be accepted.  

 
- Midterm Exam (25%) – Thursday, October 20th       
The exam is intended to test the depth of your knowledge of the reading material and your ability to 
assess the writings and arguments presented by different scholars and readings.  
 
- Term paper (30%) – DUE IN-CLASS Thursday, December 8th  
Students are expected to turn in one research paper of a minimum of 3,500 words utilizing the 
comparative method and analytically examining a specific well-defined topic relevant to the course. A 
detailed guidelines sheet will be distributed to class specifying the exact requirements of this assignment 
several weeks before the paper due date.  
 

- Presentations (10%) – During the final week of the semester (December 8th – 15th), each student will 
be allocated 10 minutes to present their research to class.  
 

- Final Exam (25%): A final non-comprehensive exam will be administered during the final examination 
period (TBA by university) 
 
Percentage Points are distributed as follows: 
Attendance/Participation   10% 
Midterm                 25% 
Term paper      30% 
Presentation                                         10% 
Final Exam     25% 
 
Grading Scale (100 points): 
A       93-100       
A-     89-92                  
B+     85-88       
B       81-84 
B-      77-80 
C+     73-76 
C       69-72 
C-      65-68 
D+     61-64 
D       57-60 
F        Below 57 

VERY IMPORTANT 
•  Please refer to the University academic integrity policy concerning academic dishonesty, which 

includes, but is not limited to: cheating, fabrication, obtaining unfair advantage, and other forms 
of academic misconduct. This usually manifests itself in the receipt of information during an 
examination; use of unauthorized material during an examination, transfer of unauthorized 
material to another student; and submission of the same paper or substantially the same paper 
for two different courses.  http://aucegypt.edu/academics/undergraduate-studies/academic-
experience  
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• All references must be clearly and consistently cited in your written assignments both in-text 

and in the works cited list. Copy-pasting material or submitting unreferenced research work will 
not be tolerated. Any form of plagiarism will result in an F in the course, and possible request 
for dismissal from the university. 
 

• No modification in any of the deadlines specified in the syllabus will be granted. 
 

• In order to ensure fairness, every student has one chance at every method of assessment. No 
additional chance for compensation will be granted for any student who deems his/her grade 
unsatisfactory. Extra credit assignments, re-takes, re-submissions, drafts, re-drafts or make-up 
exams will NOT be allowed. 
 

• All written assignments (hard copies) have to be handed in to the instructor in person in class 
on the designated date of submission.  
 

• Late papers without an official, verifiable, emergency excuse will not be accepted and/or heavily 
penalized.  

 
READING MATERIAL 

The majority of the required reading material will be taken from the following books: 
- Kenneth Newton and Jan W. Van Deth, Foundations of Comparative Politics, New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2010 
 

- Timothy C. Lim, Doing Comparative Politics: An Introduction to Approaches and Issues, 
Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner, 2010. 

 
Additional required readings will be assigned and made accessible to students on certain 
weeks as shown in the reading schedule below. The two books and all other assigned 
material will be relevant for exams.  
 
 

Topics List & Tentative Reading Schedule 
 

Week of September 5th: What is Comparative Politics? 
- Newton & Van Deth, Introduction, p.1-10   
- Lim Ch: 1 “Introduction: What is Comparative Politics?” pp. 1-28 
 
Week of September 12th: EID AL-ADHA HOLIDAY (NO CLASS) 
 
Week of September 19th: Methodology and Theory in Comparative Politics  
- Lim Ch: 2 “Comparing to Learn, Learning to Compare: a Primer on Comparative Methods” pp.31-65  
- Lim Ch: 3 “Thinking Theoretically in Comparative Politics” pp.67-101 

 
 Week of September 26th:  State-Making and Nation-Building 
- Newton and Van Deth, Ch:1 pp. 13-33  
- Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 2 pp. 34-52 
- Joel Migdal, “Researching the State”, in Mark Irving Lichbach and Alain Zuckerman, Comparative 

Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009: pp. 162-192 
(on blackboard) 
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Week of October 3rd: Institutions and Systems of Government and Governance 
October 6th (NO CLASS) 
-   Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 4 pp. 71-90 
-   Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 5 pp. 91-103  
 
Week of October 10th: Voters, Elections, and Political Parties 
-  Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 12 pp. 245-267 
-  Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 13 pp. 268-288 
 
Monday, October 17th – Mid-Term Revision 
 
Thursday, October 20th – Mid-Term Exam 
 
Week of October 24th: Political Ideologies & the Policy-Making Process 
-   Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 14 pp. 291-313 
-   Newton and Van Deth, Ch: 15 pp. 315-336 
-   Fawaz A Gerges. “The Islamist Moment: From Islamic State to Civil Islam?” Political Science Quarterly. 
128 (3): 2013 pp.389-426 (on blackboard) 
 
Week of October 31st : The Political Economy of Development and Underdevelopment 
- Lim Ch: 4 “Why are Poor Countries Poor?: Explaining Economic Underdevelopment” pp. 105-138 
- Lim Ch: 5 “Why is East Asia Rich?: Explaining Capitalist Growth and Industrialization in Japan, South  

Korea, Taiwan, and China” pp. 139-177 
 
Week of November 7th : Democracy and Democratic Change 
- Newton and Van Deth, Ch:3 pp. 53-67 
- Lim Ch: 6 “What Makes a Democracy?: Explaining the Breakdown of Authoritarian Rule” pp.179-220 
 
Week of November 14th : Culture, Nationalism, and Ethnicity  
- Marc Howard Ross, “Culture in Comparative Political Analysis.” in Mark Irving Lichbach and Alain 

Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2009. pp. 134-161 (on blackboard) 

- Kanchan Chandra, “Making Causal Claims About the Effects of Ethnicity.” in in Mark Irving Lichbach 
and Alain Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2009. pp. 376-411 (on blackboard) 
 

Week of November 21st: Collective Mobilization and Contentious Politics 
- Lim Ch: 8 “What Makes a Social Movement? Explaining the Rise and Success of Collective 

Mobilization” pp. 253-281 
- Doug McAdam, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly, “Comparative Perspectives on Contentious Politics.” 

in Mark Irving Lichbach and Alain Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure. 
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009. pp. 260-290. (on blackboard) 

 
 
Week of November 28th: TBA 
 
December 8th – Term Paper Due and Classroom Presentations Begin 
 
December 15th – Last Day of  Classes 
 

 
 


