
Special Topic offered during Summer 2020 
 
POLS 4030-01 
Topic: Seminar: Media Depictions of Contemporary Egyptian Politics 
Dr. Maye Kassem mayekasm@aucegypt.edu  
UMTWR 1:00-2:15 
 

Course Description 

This course offers an in-depth analysis of the nature and dynamics of modern Egyptian politics. In 
order to familiarize students with post-1952 Egypt, assessments of Egyptian politics will be made 
through movie depictions of each regime. Once the trends and general imprints of each era are 
established, this course will then focus on the major issues and themes confronting and shaping as 
a republic and eventually leading to Egypt's post 2011 political arena. Such themes will include 
but are not limited to the following: The fall of Mubarak regime, the rise of the second republic, 
and the subsequent parliamentary and presidential elections. This second part of this course will 
analyze the patterns civil participation, the role of the military, as well as the role of Muslim 
Brotherhood and their fall from power after the 30th of June. 

 

POLS 4030-02 
Topic: Palestinian Israeli Conflict on the Heels of Trump’s Deal of the Century. 
Dr. Walid Kazziha wkazziha@aucegypt.edu   
UMTWR 11:30-12:45 
 

Course Description 

I’m planning to offer a 6 week course during this summer session, the Topic: 
Palestinian Israeli Conflict on the Heels of Trump’s Deal of the Century. 
The period of study will be divided into THREE parts: 
1.  In the first two weeks we will examine the basis of the conflict by focusing on the political and 
historical evolution of the Palestinian and Israeli communities. 
At the end of that part students will sit for an exam worth 30% of the grade. 
2. In the next two weeks students will study the Deal of the Century in the context of US policy 
since Trump came to the White House, and the regional and international reaction to it.  
Each student will submit an essay (10-12 pages) reflecting the position of one international or 
regional player involved in the conflict  30%. 
3. Simulation Exercise. In the last two weeks students will conduct an open simulation exercise 
that begins with the submission of an opening statement (20%), followed by formation of 
alliances (collective paper 5-7 pages) (20%), and concluding action. 


