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The district and sub-district sample breakdown from Phase One of the data collection is in Table 2. The 
districts vary greatly in geographical size, and for the purpose of sampling we sought out those parts of the 
district where Sudanese were most likely to be found. We determined this by asking local people on the 
street and in markets. The Research Coordinator and Field Supervisor conducted field visits to each of the 42 
sub-districts in Phase One to identify individual residences of Sudanese.  
 
Table 2:  Sampling districts in Cairo- Phase One 
 
District No. Of Sub-District No. Of Household % of Total Sample Pool 

6th October 6 63 8% 

Abassia 1 34 4% 

Aguza 1 16 2% 

Ain Shams 7 133 17% 

Arba wa Nus 2 108 14% 

Ard el Lewa 1 7 1% 

Barageel 1 48 6% 

Bulaq el Dakrur 2 34 4% 

Dir Malak 1 32 4% 

Dokki 1 12 2% 

El Hay el Asher 3 69 9% 

El Marg 2 13 2% 

Hadayek Helwan 1 16 2% 

Hadayek Maadi 3 72 9% 

Hadayek Zeitun 1 20 3% 

Helmiyat Zeitun 1 9 1% 

Maadi Arab 2 49 6% 

Maadi el Gedida 2 20 3% 

Masr el Gedida 2 22 3% 

Sheikh Zayed 2 11 1% 

Total 42 788 100% 

 
Each district and sub-district was plotted onto Google Earth map software, identifying all known streets visited 
in the sub-district and any other landmarks to help the enumerators find the identified households.  The 
mapping of the site areas onto Google Earth was a laborious process without the benefit of GPS data from the 
field visits, as many of the sample sites were located on smaller side streets and alleys not listed in Google 
Earth.  To identify correctly the borders of each sub-district, the research coordinator cross-referenced the 
field visits notes with the street-name data and satellite imagery in Google Earth and also the GPS mapping 
data of landmarks and satellite imagery in-put by individuals in various community mapping online websites, 
the most useful of these being www.wikimapia.org. 
    
All sub-districts are identified as polygons in Google Earth, which serve as the visual basis upon which the 
survey data is mapped.  The map data are kept at an aggregate level by district; no individual residence is 
identifiable on the map. 
  

5. 2 Household survey of Sudanese 

Our goal in the survey was to generate a representative and random sample of Sudanese living in Cairo, and 
then to obtain information through a survey. Since not all the information we wanted could be appropriately 
obtained through a survey, we used qualitative interviews to explore more sensitive or complicated issues. 
 
The survey questionnaire was designed to capture household demographic, migration and livelihood 
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Chart 2: Immigration status (percentages of sample, n=572) 

 

 

When it came to immigration status there were no significant gender differences, but there were significant 
differences depending on place of origin in Sudan. Most of our respondents born in Darfur had either blue 
(26%) or yellow (60%) cards, as did 73% of those from the South. But slightly lower proportion of respondents 
from Khartoum (61%); the North (63%) or South Kordofan (65%) had blue or yellow cards. (See Chart 3) 

Chart 3: Immigration status by region of origin 

 

 

In sum, while our sample was not randomly selected, its diversity across demographics, place of origin and 
immigration status, allows us to be relatively confident about the extent to which it represents the overall 
profile of Sudanese refugees in Cairo.   
 

7. Research Findings 

 
In the rest of this report we focus on three sets of findings:  the migration experience of Sudanese; their 
livelihood experience and the problems they face in Cairo, and the importance of remittances. 
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10.Conclusion 
 
Our study enlarged our knowledge and understanding of transnational linkages and how they affect the 
livelihoods of one group of urban refugees, Sudanese in Cairo. One clear finding is that many Sudanese survive 
on a very small income and struggle to make ends meet. Only a small minority can rely on remittances to help 
them out.  While most of our respondents (72%) were in regular contact with their family and friends in Sudan 
and elsewhere, remittance transfers were relatively small and do not play an important part in their 
livelihoods.  However, our sample was biased towards Sudanese refugees, and it is possible that non-refugee 
migrants, especially those with family members working abroad, receive higher levels of remittances. Our 
findings about refugees in Egypt place them in the lowest economic stratum, and most cannot remit cash to 
Sudan.  
 
Our study indicates entry points for both the international community and the Sudanese diaspora to support 
livelihoods, but more research is needed to understand better what effects such support might have.  Our 
research suggests that coping strategies based on borrowing lead to debt and greater vulnerability, but we do 
not have robust findings on this and more research is needed about the impact of debt. Mechanisms could be 
created that enable refugees to avoid borrowing, for example, providing emergency cash grants. While this 
was attempted through Caritas and was not successful, continued efforts should be made, and the 
implementation of the program improved. 
 
We hope our study will be useful to the new government of Egypt and the municipality of Cairo. The presence 
of refugees can either support or undermine development efforts, and the more that is known about their 
livelihoods activities, the better these activities can be harnessed to support development initiatives. Refugees 
can act as either economic enablers or burdens, and they can be political thorns in the sides of host 
authorities.  Rather than cast aspersions on refugees and migrants, more enlightened governments seek to 
understand how to harness their power and reduce their burdensome-like aspects.  We believe our research 
has much to offer the Egyptian government along these lines.  
 
While our findings are specific to Sudanese refugees in Egypt, the research tools, mapping approach and 
methods we developed, are replicable in other cities and in a future study could be used to compare the 
experience of other refugee populations in Cairo, such as the Iraqis and the Eritreans.   
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ANNEX 1:  Immigration Status Tables 
 
Overall immigration status of sample 
 

Immigration Status Number % 

Blue refugee card 130 22.7% 

Permanent residence 3 0.5% 

Yellow refugee card 265 46.3% 

Exempted from residence 
requirement 7 1.2% 

Passport with visa (has legal 
status) 47 8.2% 

Total with legal status 452 78.9% 

Closed file 49 8.6 

New comer (asylum seeker, no 
yellow card) 14 2.4 

No documents 6 1 

Passport only (no legal status) 41 7.2 

Total without legal status 110 19.2% 

 
   

 
 
 

Table XX 
Immigration 
status by 
region of 
origin 

 

 
 

Darfu
r 

Kharto
um 

North/
east South 

South 
Kordofan Total 

Legal 
refug
ee 
statu
s 

blue refugee card 34 25 20 25 26 130 

by place origin 
26.20
% 

19.20
% 15.40% 

19.20
% 20.00% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  
25.60
% 

19.50
% 18.20% 

26.90
% 27.10% 

23.00
% 

yellow refugee card 83 54 45 43 38 265 

by place origin 
31.30
% 

20.40
% 17.00% 

16.20
% 14.30% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  
62.40
% 

42.20
% 40.90% 

46.20
% 39.60% 

46.90
% 

Legal 
non-
refug
ee 
statu
s 

Exempted from residence 
requirement 1 3 2 0 1 7 

by place origin 
14.30
% 

42.90
% 28.60% 0.00% 14.30% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  0.80% 2.30% 1.80% 0.00% 1.00% 1.20% 

passport with visa  5 15 13 8 4 47 

by place origin 
10.60
% 

31.90
% 27.70% 

17.00
% 8.50% 

100.0
0% 
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by type of status  3.80% 
11.70
% 11.80% 8.60% 4.20% 8.30% 

permanent residence 0 1 1 0 1 3 

by place origin 0.00% 
33.30
% 33.30% 0.00% 33.30% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  0.00% 0.80% 0.90% 0.00% 1.00% 0.50% 
Out 
of 
statu
s 

closed file 2 11 8 9 18 49 

by place origin 4.10% 
22.40
% 16.30% 

18.40
% 36.70% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  1.50% 8.60% 7.30% 9.70% 18.80% 8.70% 
newcomer (asylum seeker, 
no yellow card) 2 5 4 2 1 14 

by place origin 
14.30
% 

35.70
% 28.60% 

14.30
% 7.10% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  1.50% 3.90% 3.60% 2.20% 1.00% 2.50% 

no documents 1 1 2 1 1 6 

by place origin 
16.70
% 

16.70
% 33.30% 

16.70
% 16.70% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  0.80% 0.80% 1.80% 1.10% 1.00% 1.10% 

passport only (no visa) 5 13 14 5 4 41 

by place origin 
12.20
% 

31.70
% 34.10% 

12.20
% 9.80% 

100.0
0% 

by type of status  3.80% 
10.20
% 12.70% 5.40% 4.20% 7.30% 

Total 
out 
of 
statu
s  10 30 28 17 24 110 
 pct from region 9% 27% 25% 15% 22% 19% 
SAM
PLE 
TOTA
L  133 128 110 93 96 565 
 

 
23.50
% 

22.70
% 19.50% 

16.50
% 17.00% 

100.0
0% 

 
 

100.0
0% 

100.00
% 

100.00
% 

100.0
0% 100.00% 

100.0
0% 
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http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=BlCXRQo__6oC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=Political+economy+of+Conflict+beyond+greed+and&ots=bwucrsa1BK&sig=D5xcdmD5rUNUZyI08IBsCh6VvXY
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8.  Please describe how you share things in the flat?  
 
 

1 everyone pools all income (a family) 

2 share rent, food, other costs, but keep rest of income separate (like roommates) 

3 Different households/adults live in same space but do not share costs  

9 Other 

 
 
9.  Are you in contact with people in SUDAN:      Yes=1    No=2 
 
 IF NO:  9a  Why not in contact?  ____________________________________ 
 

 Family member 
 
 1= Immed family 
2= Extended family 
3= friends, others 

State + town How often in the past two 
years were you in 
contact? 
1=Every month  
2=4xYr or more 
3=Once or twice  
4=not for past year 

How do you 
communicate? 
1=own mobile     
2= skype or inst mesg  
3=they call me 
4=internet phone (VOIP)   
5=email     
6=facebook 

Do you ever 
send them 
help? 
Yes=1  
No = 2 
They send 
me help=3 

9b   
 

   

9c   
 

   

9d   
 

   

 
10. Are you in contact with family or friends in other countries, for example in Australia, Canada, Israel?  
                                                                                    Yes=1    No=2 
  

 Family member 
 
1= Immed family 
2= Extended family 
3= friends, others 

Country How often in 
the past two 
years were you 
in contact? 
1=Every month  
2=4xYr or more 
3=Once or twice  
4=not for past year 

How do you 
communicate? 
1=own mobile     
2= skype or inst mesg  
3=they call me 
4=internet phone (VOIP)   
5=email     
6=facebook 

Do they 
ever send 
you help? 
Yes=1  
No = 2 
I send them 
help=3 

10a   
 

  
 

 

10b  
 

    

10c  
 

    

 

 
















