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The Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)

• Global network launched in 2012 to 
support implementation of SDGs and 
climate agenda

• Operates under the auspices of the 
UN Secretary General

• Priorities:
1. SDG policy analysis and support
2. Global network of knowledge 

institutions with 1200+ members
3. Online education



https://www.sdgindex.org/



Summary of key findings

1. For the first time since the adoption of the SDGs in 2015, the SDG Index 
has declined in 2020. The SDGs provide a framework for building 
“forward” better. 

2. Developing countries need increased fiscal space to finance emergency 
measures and an investment-led recovery. 

3. Finland tops the 2021 SDG Index. Yet as for other OECD countries 
major SDG challenges remain. 

4. Gaps between commitments and actions should be addressed to 
achieve major SDG transformations by 2030 and beyond. 

5. The Decade of Action for the SDGs requires a strong multilateral 
system. Negative international spillovers, such as unsustainable trade 
or profit shifting, undermine countries’ abilities to achieve the SDGs. 



2020: A major 
setback for 
sustainable 
development 
everywhere



Increased extreme poverty and unemployment 
explain most of the decline in the SDG Index score 

Percentage of people living in extreme poverty (less than 1.90$ a day) Unemployment rate (as a % of total workforce)



Other SDG impacts of the pandemic

SDG4: Quality Education SDG13: Climate Action 



Fiscal space and pace of recovery across country income 
groups and regions

Changes in General Government Primary Expenditures and Revenues 

(2020 vs 2019)



Increasing the fiscal space of developing countries to 
suppress the pandemic and achieve the SDGs

SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) explicitly recognizes the need to 
mobilize increased public financing for developing countries

At least four key ways:
1. Improved global monetary management, notably improved 

liquidity for the LIDCs
2. Improved tax collection supported by several global tax 

reforms
3. Increased financial intermediation by the multilateral 

development banks (MDBs) to support long-term development 
financing

4. Debt relief



The SDGs and Six 
Transformations as 
guideposts to help 
build “forward” 
better



The 2021 SDG Index 
SDG Index 2021

Rank Country Score

1 Finland 85.9

2 Sweden 85.6

3 Denmark 84.9

4 Germany 82.5

5 Belgium 82.2

6 Austria 82.1

7 Norway 82.0

8 France 81.7

9 Slovenia 81.6

10 Estonia 81.6

World Happiness Report 2021
Rank Country

1 Finland

2 Iceland

3 Denmark

4 Switzerland

5 Netherlands

6 Sweden

7 Germany

8 Norway

9 New Zealand

10 Austria

June, 2021 March, 2021



SDG Progress by major world regions and goals since 2015

East and South Asia progressed 

most on the SDGs since 2015
Progress is uneven across SDGs.



Major SDG challenges remain in all countries, including HICs

HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES



Sachs et al, 2021 



International spillovers and the SDGs

• Environmental and social 

spillovers embodied into 

trade

• Direct cross-border flows in 

air and water

• International economic and 

financial flows

• Peace keeping and security



International Spillovers: Make globalization and trade work for 
people and planet in the face of the pandemic

• International Spillover Index

• Supply chains’ specific studies 
(using extended MRIO 
modelling)

• Policy work and business 
implications







Government commitments & ACTIONS for the SDGs

SDSN Government Efforts survey 

for the SDGs 

• High-level statements in support of 

the SDGs in 83% of surveyed 

countries

• Less than half of the surveyed 

countries mentions SDGs or 

related terms in their latest 

national budget 

• Less than half of the surveyed 

countries mentions SDGs or 

related terms in their national 

recovery plans (around 15% make 

the SDGs the cornerstone).

Six Transformations Scorecards 

(pilot version)

• Headline indicators of policy 

efforts and investments 

(regulation, laws, subsidies etc.) 

in support of each Transformations



Statistical 
capacity and 
data gaps

Pandemic underlined the 
value of timely and 
disaggregated data to inform 
targeted actions and save 
lives

Major data gaps and time 
lags persist especially on 
SDGs 4, 5, 12, 13, 14. 

Despite progress since 2015, 
major gaps remain in 
statistical capacity around 
the world



https://sdgacademy.org/

E-mail: info@sdgindex.org

mailto:Guillaume.lafortune@unsdsn.org


Lancet Covid-19 Commission

• Four main themes:
• Recommendations on how to best suppress the 

epidemic.
• Addressing the humanitarian crises arising from 

the pandemic.
• Addressing the financial and economic crises 

resulting from the pandemic.
• Rebuilding an inclusive, fair and sustainable world. 

• Chaired by Prof. Sachs (President of the SDSN)

• 9 Thematic Task Forces and 3 regional Task 
Forces (Africa, LAC and India)

• 28 Commissioners and 100+ experts

• 3 Comments in the Lancet (July and 
September 2020, February 2021)

• Final report in the Spring 2022

https://covid19commission.org/
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