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What is Entrepreneurship Summer Program (ESP)? 
The Entrepreneurship Summer Program is a two-week intensive summer program designed by the School 
of Business for international students to explore  into the world of entrepreneurship through interactive 
classes, field visits to companies and incubators, meetings with successful entrepreneurs and social and 
cultural visits in Egypt. The program prepares students as they enter the employment market after 
graduation and encourages aspiring entrepreneurs to start their own businesses. Networking and the 
exchange of ideas are among a diverse cohort, is an integral element in this program. The program is 
delivered in English by experienced faculty, international practitioners and instructors from diverse 
backgrounds. The program is built on interactive discussions, experiential learning, group activities, cases 
and guest speakers. 

Who delivers the program? 

The program is delivered in English by experienced AUC faculty at the School of Business and beyond, 
members of the Babson collaborative, and experienced local and international practitioners, entrepreneurs 
and instructors.

Who is this program for? 

ESP is aimed at International undergraduate students and recent graduates (graduates of the year 2017 
or after) 

Candidates must be:
• International students 
• Undergraduate students enrolled in a university by the start of the program or fresh graduates  
   (graduates of the year 2017 or after)
• Students from all fields are eligible (business, economics, engineering, computer science, Information 
   Technology and more) 
• Intermediate-level English language required
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Where and when? 
Deadlines

• Application start date: February 11 to May 30, 2019
• Early bird payment: February 11 to April 30, 2019
 (10% discount on application fees)  
• Regular payment :   May 1 to May 30, 2019

• Program duration and dates: Two weeks (July 1 - 15, 2019)
• Fee:   $1,200 
 (Excluding accommodation, visa and airfare)

• Withdrawal Policy:    

Thirty percent of the total amount of registration will be refunded if a candidate 
withdraws their application and payment before April 30, 2019. 

Learning Outcomes
ESP provides the entrepreneurial knowledge and skills needed to establish a successful 
business. By the end of this program, you will be able to:

• Understand entrepreneurship concepts within the local, regional and global context
• Examine the different elements and actors in the entrepreneurship ecosystem
• Assess the relevance of context in entrepreneurship 
• Analyze the feasibility of launching a startup venture 
• Experiment how to launch a new startup from an idea to a new venture
• Construct an identity narrative of your future entrepreneurial self 
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What is ESP offering? 
When partaking in this two-week journey to discover the entrepreneur within, you will: 

• Gain international experience and more global exposure in the entrepreneurial system   
• Develop a strong understanding of entrepreneurship concepts through debates and international  
   discussions with seasoned entrepreneurs in the Middle East 
• Access numerous opportunities to meet and network with entrepreneurs of different backgrounds 
   and nationalities
• Visit successful international companies and get an insider’s perspective 
• Attend practical seminars geared toward developing leadership and entrepreneurial skills 
• Become part of a global network of the Center of Entrepreneurship and Innovation community 
   Join top students from across Africa and the MENA Region, and work and set yourself up for an 
   extraordinary career in entrepreneurship with the Entrepreneurship Summer Program

Contacts us 
CEI@aucegypt.edu, “subject ESP”

In addition to the subject based outcomes, you will also develop and practice a number of 
competencies and transferable skills, including:

• Advance oral and non-oral communication skills both independently and in teams 
• Apply critical thinking and creativity
• Develop complex problem solving, decision making and evaluative judgment
• Demonstrate self-reflection and awareness
• Enhance speaking and listening skills 
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Who we are
AUC’s School of Business is the leading business school in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region. The school’s programs are built around entrepreneurship, responsible 
business and economic development. Over the past 10 years, the school has become a leading 
force in the entrepreneurship ecosystem in Egypt and the region. Through academic and 
executive education programs, quality impact-oriented research and various initiatives 
targeting entrepreneurs, the school has vigorously contributed to spreading the 
entrepreneurial spirit and increasing the startup activity in the region. 

With its continuously expanding list of entrepreneurship courses and initiatives, the School 
also houses the region’s most successful university-based startup accelerator, the AUC 
Venture Lab. The American University in Cairo School of Business is also part of the Babson 
Collaborative for Entrepreneurship Education, which is a global business school partnership. 
http://schools.aucegypt.edu/Business/Pages/default.aspx
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Student Body Class of 2018/19
 

Rankings

Alumni Network

865

Eduniversal 2017/18 Financial Times 2017 

Undergraduate
Student 11,000+ School Alumni

72 Country of Residence101 Graduate
Students

27 Average Class
Size

76 Student Club

1st 
Business School in Africa

Five Palmes
League of Excellence

1st 
MBA Program in Africa

73rd
Business School worldwide 
in open enrollment 
executive education programs
 
Only FT Ranked
School in the region

QS World Ranking 2018 

79th
Masters of Finance 
world ranking 

67th 
EMBA - QS Global Ranking

1st 
EMBA Program in Africa

1st 
Masters of Arts in Economics in Africa

1st 
Masters of Science in Finance in Africa
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Being one of the first entities in the Middle East to promote entrepreneurship, launch accelerators, support business idea 

competitions and connect the ecosystem, the School of Business and its Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation are your 

destination for the Entrepreneurship Summer Program (ESP), taking place in the metropolis of Egypt and the pulsing heart 

of the Middle East.

Center of Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation 

In 2015, the School of Business launched the Center of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation (CEI) as an evolution of 
the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Program (EIP), which 
was established in 2010 in collaboration with different 
stakeholders from within as well as outside of AUC. The 
Center's focus is on promoting entrepreneurial education and 
capacity building opportunities, carrying out cutting edge 
research on entrepreneurship in the Arab region, and 
supporting the growth of collaborative entrepreneurial 
ecosystems geared toward economic growth and sustainable 
job creation in Egypt and the region at large 
http://schools.aucegypt.edu/business/Pages/CE.aspx
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Information Note 

I. APPLICATION

• All applicants should read Information Note and Important 
   Terms before filling out application form. 
• Applicants should prepare to upload a copy of their passport.
• The form cannot be saved at any point and can only be 
   submitted once all required information is fulfilled.
• Submission of the form does not automatically guarantee  
   acceptance.
• Applicants will be notified regarding decisions within five 
   business days of form submission. 

II. REGISTRATION

• Accepted applicants will receive instructions on how to proceed  
   with payment and finalize their registration 
   (Registration fee: $1,200)
• If no payment is received before the deadline of May 30, 2019,  
   the application will be considered withdrawn.
• Early bird applicants get a 10% discount on their application fees. 
• Applicants who are eligible for early bird rates are those who have 
   submitted applications and finalized their registration and 
   payment before April 30, 2019.
• Cancellation after registration and payment: 

   For cancelations before April 30, 2019, CEI will refund 30  
   percent of the total amount of registration fees. 

   For cancellations after April 30, 2019, CEI will not be able to  
   provide any refunds of your payment.

III. ADMISSION

• Registrants who require an Egyptian visa to attend the program 
   will receive an invitation letter upon request (Please note that this  
   letter does not serve as your official final acceptance letter, or 
   guarantee acceptance of your Egyptian visa application). 
• Registrants must have their Egyptian visa on or before May 30, 
   2019 to receive their official final acceptance letter unless they  
   come from visa free countries or are going to obtain their visas 
   upon arrival. 
• The official final acceptance letter must be presented to The  
   American University in Cairo on the day of check-in.
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IV. VISA REQUIREMENTS

• International applicants who are based outside Egypt are responsible for obtaining their own visa 
   to travel to Cairo. 
• Please note that the organizer’s responsibility is limited only to supplying the invitation letter to 
   the event. 

The American University in Cairo is not affiliated with embassies abroad and cannot influence embassy 
decisions on applicant visas.
Please visit www.egyptvisa.com for more information on visa requirements. 

Important Terms
I. PAYMENT TERMS 

• Places in the ESP are limited. Applications will be reviewed on a first come, first served basis and  
   based on program eligibility. Once an application is accepted, the participant will be asked to  
   confirm their registration with an administration fee of $1,200 per person to reserve a place. 
   Early birds benefit from a 10% discount.
• No registration will be processed and completed before receiving the program fee. Participants 
   shall pay the program fee according to the payment deadline indicated. Failure to make timely 
   payment will result in withdrawal and cancellation of the application/registration. Please refer to 
   the deadline page.
• The registration fee does not include accommodation, airfare and visa for any registered 
   participant. 
• CEI will cover meals during the program days and will only help in assisting and providing useful 
   information such as AUC dorms, adjacent hotels, and the best rates that participants can use to 
   book their own residence through our travel office and enjoy AUC rates. Please refer to the 
   accommodation page. 

II. CANCELLATION BY CEI 

CEI reserves the right to cancel the ESP program for any reason and at any time, in which case a refund 
to the extent of the payment received by CEI, shall be made. Participants will be advised through their 
email account. All participants are advised to check their email regular

III. TERMINATION BY CEI 

CEI can terminate the participation of any participant in the ESP program. 
If CEI or its official agent or representative suspects any participant to be detrimental to the ESP 
program or to the reputation of the Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, the School of Business 
or The American University in Cairo, CEI reserves the right to expel said participant. CEI shall have no 
responsibility for any expense incurred by any such participant.



School of Business 
Entrepreneurship
Summer Program

Accommodation 

University Residences https://www.aucegypt.edu/students/residential

If you require accommodation at the University Residences, please send an email to 
CEI@aucegypt.edu, with subject title “ESP accommodation”, indicating your time of stay and 
preferred room. Kindly note that the university residencies are booked upon availability, and places are 
limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

Room rates (as of Feb 2019) are as follows 
The University Residences are located inside AUC New Cairo (fully furnished with internet access): 
- $27 per person per room in a double room 
- $40 per person per room in a single room in an apartment (four rooms per apartment and two 
bathrooms)

External housing facing the AUC New Cairo Campus (fully furnished with internet access) 
- two bedrooms $50 per apartment (two bathroom+ study room+ kitchenette) 
- three bedrooms $60 per apartment (three bathroom+ study room+ kitchenette)

*Reservations at the University Residences is on a first come, first served basis. 

University Residences Amenities: 
- AUC security guards available around the clock
- WiFi connection in the apartment and in landscaped grounds surrounding the buildings
- 24-hour caretaker
- Intercom system
- Three elevators in each building 
- Bike racks
- Satellite dish connection 
- Daily housekeeping of common areas
- Parking space 
- Storage space
- Electrical Generator 
- Key card access to the building, apartment and garage
- Laundry room usage is with extra charge, and this is applicable only for a six-months or more lease 
- Linens, towels, tableware and kitchen items
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II. Recommended Nearby Hotels 
If you want to enjoy special AUC rates for the below hotels, please send an email to  
CEI@aucegypt.edu, with subject “ESP Summer program -accommodation” indicating  
your time of stay and preferred room 

Rates as of Feb 2019 (Rates are subject to change)

Dusit Thani LakeView Cairo 
https://www.dusit.com/dusitthani/lakeviewcairo
- Single deluxe room: $181 per night on bed and breakfast basis
- Double deluxe room: $200 per night on bed and breakfast basis
 

Renaissance Cairo Mirage City Hotel
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-photos/caibr-renaissance
-cairo-mirage-city-hotel/
- Single deluxe room: $129 per night on bed and breakfast basis
- Double deluxe room: $145 per night on bed and breakfast basis

JW Marriott Hotel Cairo
http://www.jwmarriottcairolife.com/
- Single deluxe room: $187 per night on bed and breakfast basis
- Double deluxe room: $ 206 per night on bed and breakfast basis

Virtual Tour of AUC New Cairo 
datacenter.aucegypt.edu/smc/Housing/VirtualTours
About Egypt 
www.aucegypt.edu/about/cairo
Statistics and ranking from the GEM Report 
www.gemconsortium.org/report



The American University in Cairo, 
School of Business, 
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation 

AUC Avenue, P.O. Box 74
New Cairo 11835, Egypt
Email: CEI@aucegypt.edu
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